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REMEMBER
THE FIRST
TIME?

YOU CAME

VERY NERVOUS

FROM FRANKFURT.
YOoU'D PONE THAT
RITUAL... 40 SURE

ABOUT TRYING OUR AT

PROTOTY-
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Us TEN YEARS
AHEAD OF THE

compeTITIoN. | A




YOU HAD &UCH
BEAUTIFUL EYES

HOW COULD WE

DO THIS TO You~?

"THESE EYES ALLOWED
ME TO S5EE INFORMATION,

VIBRATING BETWEEN REA- il

LITIES... WAITING TO BE

. SURGE-

TOMOR-
ROW'S THE

RY...

puG uP”.

I CAN'T
GO BACK NOW.

A=

o o DON'T FEEL

BAD ABOUT IT.

MY POWERS ONLY
BECAME OBVIOUS
WHEN YOU GAVE ME
THESE EYES.

UNTIL THEN, T
THOUGHT I SAW...
THINGS... BUT NO-
THING TANGIBLE.

¥
i
4
e
s w0 I HAVE i
L 3 TO OPEN THE \ ek
SECOND s
), _D'. 4
¥ f
:-e:i-.?
SAY IT REQUIRES |
A LOT OF WILL- '
POWER. S
THEN AGAIN, \)
Eﬂ"::‘:’a,; ESSEX MANA-
L ¢ " GED TO OPEN

IT, &0... ¢
r




CREEPER.

THE SECOND |\

You CAME
TO OPEN THE
LECOND DOOR!
THEY &AY IT'S —_—

VERY DIFFI-

CULT.

ESSEX SAID
ONE QUESTION
WAS ENOUGH
TO LEAVE HIM | &
FECTED FOR/

i YOU'RE MY
PERSONAL GOD
OF COMMUNICA-
TION, CREEPER.
YOU OF ALL ENTI-
TIES KNOW THE
POWER OF

YOoU KNOW, T NAMED YOU AFTER THE FIRST

KNOWN COMPUTER VIRUS.
\ . _—-—-—""""'-.-W..Il

I HAD BEEN \
READING SOME
BURROUGHS...

it
ll}

MINDS_ ..

HE THOUGHT OF
LANGUAGE A& THE
FIRST VIRUS; ONE

THAT ATTACKS

TED YoU I wWAS
&TILL USING ANO-
THER 5CHOOL OF
MAGIC; CHAOS

1 %
. b

YEAH. THE ONE N\
THAT SOUNDS
BETTER THAN
IT ACTUALLY
1&, RIGHT?

YES, IT'S A 5CHOOL

THAT 5AYS THAT THE FORM
OF THE RITUALS WAS IRRELE-
VANT; THAT INTENTIONALITY

WAS THE KEY THING.

- ACCORDPING TO
THEM, WHETHER
YOU PO A RITUAL

FOR THE ARCHAN-
GEL GABRIEL OR

FOR A CHARACTER

FROM YOUR FAVORI-

TE FICTION BOOK,

IT WORKS ALL

THE &AME.

QUITE AMAZING,
TO GIVE LIFE TO MY
LITTLE GOD; MY
LITTLE IPEA. RE-
MEMBER WHEN YOU
RUINED MY COMPU-
TER WITH YOUR IN-

\JTERFERENCES?

BUT, IT RAISES
/THE QUESTION. WHY
WOULD RITUALS WORK
WITH CHARACTERS YOU
KNOW THEY'RE FIC-

ANGRY, KNOWING THAT
I HAD INVENTED
MY OWN GODS.

Sl

/. DON'T LI&STEN
TO HIM. HE KNOWS
HIS TIME 15 URP.

LOVE TECH-
NOLOGY, NOW!

THE SECOND
DOOR! HOW
EXCITING!

TION? ARES WAS QUITE| .




NIC COMPOUND

HAVE YOU PRE-
PARED DEFENSIVE

MEASURES? THIS ~ THAT MIMICS
SO . \\ORGANIC LIFE. / AN
AT ALL. w
*—f;“"% ¢ ' o 77 IT WILL HYBRIDIZE —eTT G
- h r“' N 00 W&ELM:A?JE?:EAS;I o <
L A . (@ % « OL PACITY TO GENERATE n"
_ o : v - N\ ELECTRICITY...
= DON'T WORRY, .
. PR JACOB. EVERY- %
M. . = i = —\ THING 15 IN &
£ A\ Y N\ ORDER. _
= by > e Y N & =
S A R i l' : ) e Y, Ay 1 ‘ ‘ r
AL A

™ IT WILL RE-

7 PLACE MY OLD - 7 HERE WE
IMPLANTS... 1&30, JACOB.
el ™ ™ s = —_—
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o R I HOPE I
wee W KEEP MY VISION... CAN I REALLY

—

nmmm‘m’umm»uwmeiu izl

WE'RE RE-

"TO ACCESS THIS THING BETTER? —— L[EAQNG' TH,E
FLOOR YOU HAVE TO "AND T HAVE o f “"CREATURE".
GO THROUGH SEVE- - ARMED AGENTS S —~——3 - . —— _————
RAL REINFORCED ALL OVER THE s _o,.'? D‘- A 4 E’j:-a Q.5 PO I e L sy i A ﬁv.g’r
DOORS..." BUILDING..." S p i B Ou 2 T8 ‘y i
URGEIST. e

WERE IN
POSITION.
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WELCOME,
JACOB.

7 YOU'VE INITIATED

/' THE INSTALLATION

PROCES4 FOR THE
RITUAL OF THE
SECOND DOOR.

THE ACT OF OPENING '\ :
THIS DOOR, IN CONTUNC- i
TION WITH YOUR SURGERY |\ =
IN THE MATERIAL PLANE, |. =~

WILL GRANT YOU THE i/

FOLLOWING GIFTS:

-ENHANCEP VISION.
-GREATER INTEGRA-
TION CARPACITY OF THE
WORLD THAT YOU MISIN-
TERPRET AS INORGANIC,
SUBPOMAIN TECHNO-
Loy

JACOB, LOOK
HOW MANY WINDOWS
THERE ARE IN THE
BACK. DO YOU THINK

THERE'LL BE ADS
WITH LADIES?

. AL

HOWEVER, THESE
GIFTS YOU GIVE TO
YOURSELF WILL TURN
AGAINST YOU IF YOU DO
NOT CRYSTALLIZE THIS
POWER WITH A BETTER
UNDERSTANDING OF
YOUR IDENTITY.

ADS OF LADIES
OPEN TO CONNEC-
TIONS, ADVENTURE
AND PASS/ION.

THE £ECOND
DOOR WILL OPEN
HIPPEN ASPECTS OF
YOUR SELF... WATCH
THE SCREENS,
JACOB.

SCREENS. THEREIN
LIES THE CONTENT
UPON WHICH THE QUES-
TION THAT WILL CRYS- |
TALLIZE YOUR -

IDENTITY IS
BASED.




WHY DID THE ‘\
CHIEF REIN-
FORCE &ECURI-
TY 40 MUCH?

THE CREA™
TURE HAS
BEGUN TO RE-

PLACE THE
N\ MPLANTS.

INTRUPERS IN
THE LoOBBY! E—

IT'S INVADING

N\, THE BODY... _{ |-\
[ A
b AP

---ACTIVATING

THE EYE-RE-
CONSTRUC- |
TION PROTO- L3

/ BuLLETS
DON'T WOR/!
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An 15 WEAK, AND THE )
% SUBTECT 1& NOT

22 ; BEHIND THI& ONE. ..

7

G
//;{////%f

/" AND HERE I
WAS THINKING
THE BOGS WAS

{1/ KEEP THE EXPERIMENT 2/

GOING. DON'T &TOP!
) A
N |

o ; Z A

THEY
REALLY HAVE
COME...

THAT'S IT?
CONGRATULATIONS,
YOU CRIPPLED PHIL-
LIP! NOW I'M GONNA
£HOOT YOUR
BALLS/

DAD, T HAVE
&CHOOL ToO-
MORROW.

£07 YOU'RE
AFRAID OF THE
DPARHK! ARE yoU
GOING TO GO UP THE
STAIRS ALONE, WHEN
THEY'RE PITCH
BLACKT




SECURITY?

THEY'RE
COMING OUT
OF NOWHERE!

P —
WHAT'S =<

GOING ONT £

A SPECIAL

DIDN'T THINK
OTHERS...

STAY ALERT! N
THIS DOOR HAS Y

SHIELDPING, BUT I

THES

!

HANG (N THERE! THE SUB&-
TANCE HAS ATTACHED T
[' SELF TO THE NERVOUS &v&- [T
TEM; THE BRAIN'S RECEVING | .
7 INFORMATION FROM THE | |
- IMPLANTS....
By,

.+|T'& GOING
MUCH FASTER
THAN EXPEC-
TED.

/"‘\ :

NGGG...
THIS
LiIQUID...

....-IKE ICE
VIBRATING !
INSIDE MY

B

ALREADY
BEHIND THE

WE ARRI-




£0 WHAT, IF YOU HAVE

7 T0 GO TO 6CHOOL TOMOR-

ROWT YOU THINK YOU'RE
GOING TO BE &OMEBODYT
YOU'RE LIKE ME! A STUPID

LOSER WHO...

YOU THINK THEY'RE
GONNA GET HIM?

MAAM, WHAT DO WE DO IF
THEY WALK THROUGH THE

[

BE WE'D
HURT THE
 SUBTECT.

HAH. T
pousT
T

UNTIL JACOB
CAN COME

DID YOU REALLY

THINK YOU STO-
LE THE &HA-
DOWGENET?

T
A}

N\, GET IT?

Y THER ABAN-

PONEDP U5,

‘ KNEW ABOUT YOUR

FEARS, ABOUT You
"SEEING MON-
ATERS," AND &HE
STILL LEFT!

YOU KNOW WHAT TO
DO, CLARISSE.

HE'LL N
TAKE CARE
OF IT.

HE |5 OUR
SECRET
WEAFON.

OFEN THE |
DPOOR. /




"OPEN

THE
DOOR".

TACOB. WHEN i
YOU WERE

YOUNG, YoUu ! a1
THOUGHT You [ At
&AW FICTITIOUS
CREATURES IN
THE DARKNESS,
SUBDOMAIN
"MOMNSTERS".
YOoU KNEW n&-
THEY WERE _
FICTION... -

..YET YOU FELT
FEAR NONE-
THELE&S. 80

THE QUES- I
TION/TEST 1&:
WHAT DID You
4EE IN THE

DARKNESS?

Jr"""l.:

9
FLASH
GRENAPE!

IT'S OVER, )
KIDS.

WE'VE HAD TO
KILL ENOUGH.
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“woU CANT DO | © o=

THIS..."

MAKE US KILL




UH? THE
FLOOR? WHY

S

...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE 15 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE"” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING US WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN I155UE,
PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES, OR VIPEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE -CONSIDER SUPPORTING U4 THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 2$ PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UPSURGE
INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



