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I DPON'T

OF AN AREA

WAIT. THESE

DISTORTIONS... T
SEE SOMETHING. I...
THAT'S NOT...

IT... THIS I& NOTHING
MORE THAN AN ASAN-
PONED SUBWAY

OM TOF OF THAT.

GET

IN RUINS,

¥ESL: EUROPEAN BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,

NO LABS,
NO MILITARY

WHY |& THIS

LIKE, THERE'S
NOTHING
HERE...

I DON'T UNDERSTAND.
NETZACH SAID THEY HAD
SEEN A &MALL EBI
SQUAD IN THIS AREA...

.-.BUT THEY
DIDN'T HAVE
INFO ABOUT ANY
OF THIS?

WHAT'S
GOING ONT
JACOBT




THERE,

RUBBLE.

BEHIND THE

\A DOOR TO AN-
OTHER CURSED

-----

.
........
...........

...............................

CURIOUS. A FEW SE-
CONDS AGO THIS WAS A

GROTTO FULL OF BOOKS
AND POTIONS.

—

CURIOUS THAT

YOU SAY THAT

WITH YOUR EYES
CLOLED.*

FCOMVERSATION 1& ACTUALLY IN ENGLILH

N

HOW... DID WE
GET HERE? WERE
WE TELEPORTED?T
WE... WE OPENEDP
THE DOOR,

RIGHT?T

UH... THE
CLOTHES? IT'S GOT...
DETAILLS LIKE... IN A
SUPERHERO CO5&-
TUME...T

PARANORMAL EBI. AND
YOU... CABALISTS?




WE'RE IN...!
IT'S THE NEW-
TON BUILDING OF
THE ATOMIC

FOUR! /-

SO
RO R RN o 3 oy
O SO

Ca e
DO i Yy

S4OME SUPERHE-
ROES I READ... A FAMILY
OF ADVENTURERS. LOOK AT
THE CITY...! IT'S LIKE MAN-
HATTAN! WEREN'T WE IN

AN ABANDONED FOUCAN

SEE THE SUN!
HOW I& THAT
POLLIBLET

sUuewaY?

HEY, BACK UP. WE'VE BEEN CALLED
HERE TO INVESTIGATE, THE EBI, WE'RE
TOLD, 1& MAKING STRANGE MOVEMENTS...
AND YOU'RE HERE ACTING LIKE YOU'RE
ON A HOLIPAY?

WELL, IT KIND OF IS
YOUR IDENTITY, ISN'T IT? IT'S
WHAT YoUu DPo. eUT HEY, T
WELCOME YOUR ATTI-

A TRAF? ARE
YOU GOING TO

WANT ME TO
CAPTURE YoUu?

WE CAME TO
INVESTIGATE YOU,
BUT... THE FACT
THAT THIS 15 THE
THIRD CITY HAS
CHANGED THINGS.
MAYBE WE COULD...
COOPERATE. :

I DON'T MINE WORKING

INTERESTING. 50 THIS
CITY FOLLOWS SOME
P&YCHOREACTIVE PA-
RAMETER. THE COMICS
THAT ¥YOoU READ ARE
AFFECTING...

HMMM. YES. LIKE
A COLLECTIVE HALLU-
CINATION. ADAM READ
SUPERHEROES, AND
THAT'S WHAT WE GET.
BUT WHY HIMT

MAYBE THE
FACT THAT HE HAS
THE GAUNTLET...
WaIT. WHAT ABOUT
YouzZ WHAT ARE YOU
DPOING HERE...T

I'M JUST AN EBL

MY TEAM... AND
CAPTURE SOME
HEREMITES.

THIS GROTTO

HAD ESOTERIC BODKS
AND MAGIC MAPS THAT T
WAL GOING TO USE TO
LOCATE THEM, BUT You

TUST PERAILED THAT.

Y

1
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WITH YOU, IF IT WILL LEAD
ME TO &TOF THE HEREMI-
TES... BETTER THAMN A
THREE V&, ONE SITUATION.
WHAT DI THE KIP

AGENT. T'M LOOKING
FOR A WAY TO FIND

ATOMIC FOUR,
RIGHT? NUMBERS

A TEAMPOSHARY ALLIANCET OUF LAST
THME, ARAM ALMOST ATE AfF HEAD
QFFE FOR NEGOTIA., .

OH, Wow. ONE OF
THE 50 COMPU-
TERS OF ELEC-

J”'

|




£0... DO WE
TRUST HIM?

UH... I-T DON'T
BNOW. IT'S... T
THOUGHT...

You SAY
THERE'S
HEREMI=

=

PRIEST?T A TITLE
BANKING ABOVE THE
PREVIOUS ONES, T
GATHER.

WE FOL-
LOWED THEM
HERE.

ANYWAY. YES,
I GUESS WE CAM COLLA-
BORATE TEMFORARILY.
THE ONLY THING WE PROMI-
SED TO THOSE WHO SENT
Usd 14 TO INVESTIGATE.

AT LEAST
THREE EXECU-
TIONERS AND
A PRIEST.

HEY! T'VE ACTIVATEDR
ONE OF ELECTRICBRA-
IN'& COMPUTERS. THE-
RE'S A CLUE!

ANDT

ROBBERY PATTERN.
A VILLAIN |1& ROBBING
MUSEUMS AND STORES
FOLLOWING A SOLAR PAT-
TERN OR SOMETHING,
SUNSPOTS...

THIS GUY ” W T was aup-
&AYS THERE I MEAN, YEAH. l
’ POSED TO BE A
ARD et MY e &HORT MISSION
TES HERE, RING THIS SHIT '

AFTER THE MEET-
UP WITH...!

BEFORE.

-~ THEY May
¥/ BE BEHIND THIS.
PLUS, THERE'S
ALWAYS SOME
MISTERY OR
&TORY IN THESE
CITIES.

HMM. YES, ESSEX.
BEWARE OF DIVULGING
INFORMATION IN FRONT
OF A EURCPEAN UNION

OFFICIAL.

LET'S GO ALREADY!
NEXT ROBBERY |1& HAPPENING
SOO0N. IF THIS REALLY 1S LIKE
THE COMICS T READ, WE'RE
GOING TO FIND A GREAT MODE
OF TRANSPORTATION
UP&TAIRS.

I WONDER IF WE'LL
MEET ANYOMNE FROM
THE FOUR. MI&S MAGNE-
Ti&M, ELECTRIC'S WIFE 1&
A BEAUTY... DEPENDING
ON WHO WAS PRAWING
HER, OF COURSE.

TT YT YT TrYTTY
.

veeand s0...

THIS 1& THE
SHIT YoU READT

A FUCKING S4HEET OF

METAL PROPELLING U&7
MAM, THIS& ELECTRIC-

GUY'S SUCH A GENIUS, T

WONDER HOW LONG

'TILL HE PISCOVERS

WAL EXPECTING. THIS
14 FROM THE GOLDPEN
AGE OF COMICS, BEFORE
THE SECOND WORLD WAR.
THE TECHNOLOGY THEY DE-
PICTED WAS VERY RUDPI-

YES, NOT WHAT I

MENTARY.

HRM. THE PREVIOUS
CITIES, THE MICROHISTORIES

TS THINK THAT THEY WERE
PART OF A HIDDEN HISTORY...
CITIES THAT HAD SUFFERED
SOME DISASTER.

BUT THIS... THIS IS
NOT A REAL PLACE.
BEFORE WE SHOWED UP IT
HAD A DIFFERENT SHAPE,
LIKE A GROTTO, RIGHTT AC-
CORPING TO... WHAT wWas
YOUR NAME?

GABRIEL.

THEY CONTAINED, T WAS OFPEN

HAVE ANY IPEA
WHAT THE HEREMITES
ARE LOOKING FOR
HERET

INTERESTING.
YOU DON'T KNOWT THE
EBL TELLS ME THAT THE
CABALISTS ARE AWARE
OF THIS SITUATION.

50 YOU'RE NOT
REALLY PART OF
THEM. BUT SOME-
ONE SENT
you...

HOLD ON
TO WHAT, MY
BALLS? THE-
RE'S NOTHING I
CAN GRAB!




YOU'RE FINALLY
HERE! THE ATOMIC
FOUR'S BACKUP TEAM,
BLESS BE GOD!

DOCTOR TAIYOWAI'S S
CRIMINAL GANG 15 THERE! X3
THE DOCTOR HAS HIS UL-

TRA-ADVANCED GADGETS,
YOU'RE OUR ONLY
CHANCE!

HOW... QUICKLY
HE ACCEPTED
us...

THAT GUY 1& NOT
REAL. HE'S PART
OF THE ILLUSION.

v

&
\ WHO DARES TO

ATTACK THE BAND
OF THE GREAT

QUITE PIFFERENT
FROM THE OTHER
CITIES, HUH!

HMM. THE HEREMITES.
ARE THEY SEARCHING ONE
OF THE ELEMENTS? IN THE
OTHER CITIES THERE WERE

THE EARTH AND WATER

ONES. Bl

COME ON,
KNUCKLE DRAGGERS!
USE THE PHOTOVARIC

READER MACHINES
FASTER, T NEED THE X-
PIAMONPS THAT WILL
ALLOW ME TO CREATE

THE INTERDIMENSIO-
NAL MACHINE!
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THERE ARE N\ L
L&TILL FIRE AND o
AlR... b

COLD. THE
HEREMITES DON'T
LEEM INTERESTED
IN THESE ARTI-

- MOU REALL
DON'T sNow
WHY THEY'RE

ELECTRICBRAIN!
MISE MAGNETISM AND
HER BROTHER THE FROZEN
MAN! AND THEIR "PET", THE
DRAGON! T WILL DEFEAT
THEM ONE BY ONE, AND

SEND THEM TO THE IN-
FERNAL DPIMENSION!
]
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HA, HOW NOS-
TALGIC. I DIPN'T
EVEN READ MUCH
OF THIS, BUT IT'S
LIKE SEEING THE
BEEGINMING OF IT
AlL...

wsEETaE g 2

SUBSTITUTES, TUST WHEN T

GOSHEPARNIT! THE
PATRIOTIC ATOMIC FOUR

WAS ABOUT TO DESIGN MY
MOST TERRISLE ANDP
WICKED MACHINE!

kiz‘o,.‘o’
I HAD TUNED INTO %:_-,a
A DIMENSIONAL FREQUEN- ’
CY OF SODPOMY-PRONE
COMMUNIST PEMONS, WITH
WHOM I WOULD OVERTHROW
THE GREAT AMERICAN NATION!




LET'S &EE IF YOU CAN
OVERCOME THE WAVES OF

My sHoTGOM, LOADED WITH

THE SONIC SUPERWAVES OF
THREE HUNDRED ANTI-
BUDDHIST SONGS!

YOU'VE ALREADY BLURTED
OUT YOUR PLAN OUT LOUD, BUT
TELL ME;, WERE YOU WORKING

ANYONE ELSET
PO YOU THINK A
GENIUS LIKE ME

d
b NEEDS SUPE-
5' RIOR&?

CAREFUL,
BOY.

TUST BECAUSE
THE FOUR PEMOMNS
TOLD ME HOW TO USE
THE X-DIAMONDS TO
OPEN A PORTAL DOESN'T
MEAN THAT MY IMPLA-
CABLE GENIUS |& NOW
PLACABLE!

AH, SURE. ANOTHER
ONE YOU CAN USE TO
INTECT &HAPOWGENE,

EH?

: qi < I& IT TRUE,
\ DOCTORT ARE
! YOU FROM

OUR WORLD?

ENEne
(g

\]

THAT INDIVIDUAL g
14 OF OUR WORLLD .
HE SEEME TO HAVE -
BEEN TRAFFED IN
THIS... NABBATIVE iv

)

MIRAGE. )

#

CHRIST! YOUR THEO-
LOoGICAL-S0CIAL Dis-
PO&ITION HAS PRO-
TECTED YOU FROM
MY SONIC SUPER-

IEN'T THIS A LITTLE WEIRD?
THE OTHER TWo CITIES WERE... T
DON'T KNOW, THEY SEEMED
MORE... 50LID,

YE&, I PERCEIVE
HIM DIFFERENT FROM [
THE REAT. BUT... THAT
MEANS WE ARE
IN PANGER,

C'MON. IT'S
A COMIC BOOK,
WE'RE NOT TALKING
MADAME BOVARY

YES, THIS... 15 A BIT
CONFUSING. IF THE CITIES
ARE NOT CAPSULES OF A
TIME GONE BY... WHAT ARE
THEYT WHO DID THIS? THE

MAN-FROM-BEYONDT

IT 15 INDPEED
DIFFICULT TO
DE&TROY THE
AMERICAN
SPIRIT!

WE CAN GET
STUCK IN THI&...
4TORY.




HMT ADAM. CAN
YOU LOOK BEHIND
YOU? NEAR YOUR

FEET.

IT'S... BOME-
THING STRANGE,
LIKE A SOURCE OF..
DISTORTION.

DOCTOR, WE'LL
AVEN... OUFF!

CALM DOWN,

BOSS, OR

T'LL WHIP
YOou.

DON'T TOUCH THAT,
YOU MADMAN! THAT ARTI-
FACT |5 PART OF THEIR
DIMENSION, IT CAME WITH
THE HOLOGRAMMATIC
AFPPARITION OF THE PE-
MONS, IT CAN DESTROY
REALITY!

BRING THAT HERE. MY
THIRD EYE SEES IT...
ILLUMINATEDR.
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The ORIGINS of the EBI!( Part 2

SAUNIERE,
EVILDOER OF
THE DARK ARTS!
YOUR REIGN OF
TERROR N FRANCE
14 ABOUT TO COME
TO AN END...!

...AT THE HANDS
OF JOHN PEE ITT,
KNIGHT OF THE MYSTIC
ARTS, ASTROLOGER TO
THE ENGLISH CROWN
AND POTTER OF
HIGH REPUTE!

GEE WHIZ!
JOHN DEE AND
KELLEY, THE
LPECTER. WHAT A
CHALLENGE TO
MY PUGILISTIC

)
&

Be prepared,
dear reader!
This thrilling
battle of the
titans has enli,r
just begun...:

A COMIC

PAGE. T &EE
IT THAT WAY,

AT LEAST.

IT'S.... WELL,

IF IT I&N'T
OUR OLD
FRIEND.

...with Sauniére
striking with the
fury of a thousand
titans!

=~ ...TOO BAD

MY TAW HAS THE
RESISTANCE OF A
THOUSANED AND
ONE TITANS, &AU-
NIERE!

OH, MY GOD,
HE HIT ME WITH
THE FURY OF A

THOUSAND
TITANS!

WHAT WILL YoUu po
NOW, YOU BARBARIC
FRENCH ANTI-MOMNAR-
CHIST, NOW THAT MY
LPECTRE CAUGHT
Yyou!

&Y THE
REPUBLICAN
ANTI-GODS!
WHAT SHALL T
DO NOW THAT
HE HAS CAUGHT
MET WHAT
SHALL I

iGood question,
Sauniére! What
shall you DO?

\




T&K. BAD

BUT THIS AURA...

FAINT BEAM. A

I SEE A VERY

DEACRIBED HIM, RIGHTT HE
LOOKS LIKE THE EMTITY THAT
FREL.. GASRIEL, IT WOULD BE
NICE IF YOU COULD EXPLAIN J

HEY, WE TAKE
THE DPOCTOR,

ADAM, THl\é ComiIC...
HE'S SAUNIERE AS YOU

WHAT 1& GOING ON. /

THING!

.

L bl |

/
If WHILE WE'RE
| FLYING ON THAT

GOODNESS
GRACIOUS!

A& T SAID, NOMNE OF

WHAT I AM ABOUT TO
TELL ¥YOU SHOULD BE
MNEWS TO HIGH-RANKING

CABALIST AGENTS.

HEREMITES ARE LOOKING FOR
VERSES OF A SAUNIERE POEM,

A MAGIC RITUAL MADE WITH
THREE-PIMENSIONAL
LANGUAGE. THIS

...5IVES OFF A Ma-

GICAL AURA. MY HYPOTHESIS,
TUDGING BY ITS CONTENT, 1S
THAT IT HAS BEEN GENERATED
BY SPELLS OF THE HEREMITES
TRYING TO LOCATE THE
VERSE HERE.

THAT ASSHOLE PIDN'T
HAVE ENOUGH WITH THE
SECOND CITYT WHAT'S
THAT FOEMT

THAT |& NONE OF YOUR BU&I-
NESS. LET'S JUST 8AY THAT IT 15
AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF
SAUNIERE'S LEGACY, AND THAT
THE HEREMITES HAVE A LOT
TO GAIN BY DEATROYING
THIS& POEM.

HERE WE ARE. GET READY.
WE ARE FOLLOWING THE MAGIC
TRACE ON THAT PAGE; CHAN-
CES OF ENCOUNTERING A
HIGHLY DANGEROUS HEREMI-

TE ARE INCREASING.

HRM. YES. SOMETHING IN
THE &TRUCTURE THAT &U-
RROUNDS US 15... CHANGING.
EVERYTHING |& LOSING...

CONSISTENCY. |& THIS THE
l\( HEREMITES' DOINGT

WHAT? T
DON'T 4EE
ANYTHING...

MAGIC SYETEM, THEIR
VERY BIOLOGY... LET'S SAY
IT'S THE CLOSEST THING
TO ANTIMATTER. IT MUST
BE CAUSING A DPETERIORA-
TION IN THE P&SYCHO-REAC-

CORRECLT. THEIR

TIVE STRUCTURE OF
THIS PLACE.

ATOMIC FOUR!
MRB. MAGICHK
NEEDS HELP!

HURRY!

iy

WRANamya g, g 8RR

PP yYou say
MR. MAGICKT
MR. MAGICH,
FOR REAL?

@
" 3

'\-—\.

N L i

ADAM, REMEM-

BER. THIS I& AN

ILLUSION, DON'T
FORGET...




WERE RIGHT...
IT'S MR MAGICK! &y

"I'VE READ AL-

comice!"

MOST ALL OF YOUR

AN S,
AR o, .
SNy, —

IT NEVER

REALLY
ENDS&.

3 .
e
o™

e
————

Tl

A BIT ARROGANT,
DON'T YOoU THINKT
YOU'VE KILLED ENOUGH
OF U5, 50 WE'VE PRE-
PARED A TEAM

FOR YOU.

‘ |




WELL, I'VE MADE
MY PATHETIC CON-
TRIBUTION.

AT LEAST IT'VE

SENT THE MESSAGE

TO THE BLIND MAMN.
ME AND MY &TU-
PID-ASS TELLY.

W

ANYWAY, T'LL
TULT GO EAT SHIT
OR WHATEVER.
SEE YOU.

e\ 1%
HOW HAS HE f"
OPENED A \

FORTAL?

T L e 3

e

MR. MAGICK, T'VE BEEM
READING HI& 4TORIES
SINCE... HE HAS TO BE
IMPORTANT, RIGHT? HE

AwWayT

LISTEM. THIS IS

MAY HELP US...

UH... PID HE JU&T
KBILL THE BLIMD
DUDPE AND WALK

WELL <
DONE, ATO- \&©
MICS, YOU
SAVED Us!

IMPORTANT?
IMPORTANT,

WHAT DID YOou
&A... DID YOU HEAR
MRB. MAGICK. .7

HEY. YOoU. EBTL
GUY.. T THINK T
SMELL FABRICS

FROM YOUR

SUITS. “‘\]

THE METAHUMAN
ONES. YOU HAVE
ONE IN YOUR
TEAM?T

KGGH... I PIPN'T
EXPECT... THAT THEY
WOoULD ARAPT 50
QUICKLY.

TOOK ME BY
SURPRISE. HE ALMOST
SUFFOCATED ME WITH
THAT SUBSTANCE, BUT

You... YOU couLD

HAVE MILLED U AT
ANY TIME, COULDN'T
YOUT? WHAT ABILITY
Do you...?

MB. MAGICKT

_::'i"_;"i"'

[Fyrrrrr e

HEY, BUT... WHAT
ABOUT THESE TWo?
THE DOCTOR AND

I DON'T KNOW.
BRING THEM. WON'T
BE OF MUCH HELF. MR.
MAGICK DOESN'T SEEM...
MENTALLY PRESENT,
DOES HET

WE DON'T
EVEN KNOW HOW TO
GET OUT OF HERE.
IN THE SECOND CITY
THERE WAS A PHY-
SicaL EXIT.

FUCHK, ADAM,
THIS |15 MORE
IMPORTANT!




...TO BE CONTINUED

&EE YOU IN AROUND 40 DAYS (IDEALLY,

FOR CERTAINISSUES IS5 MORE-LIKE-50-OR, UHM...
MORE. WE UPDATE THE RELEAS&E DATE ON A PINNED
POST ON FACEBOOK). IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELP-
ING US REACH A FASTER RELEASE &CHEDULE, WHILE
ALSO GETTING PRAWINGS/SKETCHES OF FUTURE
EPISODES, EARLY ACCESS TO A WORK-IN-PROG-
RESS VERSION OF THE NEXT I188UE, OR VIDEOS &HOW-
ING HOW WE MAKE A PAGE (USUALLY THE COVER),
PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING US THROUGH PATREON
AT THE 3$ PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW). MAYBE WITH
ENOUGH HELP WE'LL BE ABLE TO MAKE UPSURGE A
MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YouU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOWK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

OUR INSTAGRAM -> INSTAGRAM.COM/UP-
SURGECoMIC

THE PLACE WE DON'T SPEAK ABOUT ->

X.COM/SIMONOGATARI
X.COM/ATANASUMI




