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THEM THE
FI&H THIEVES? T
HAD FI&H AND
NOW I DON'T
HAVE FISH.

HAVE TO CATCH
THEM. TEACH THE
 TRUTH TO THEM.
R -

THEY'VE CAPTU-

RED YOUR PART-

NER. THE BALD
ONE.

THEY PUT <80
A MAGIC SIGIL A
ON HI& HEAD AND
HE BEGAN TO BE EVERY
COVERED IN STATUE
ROCKS... & FROM
I———"| | THaT
- TIME?

_;'-w—{
ey

-0
s

WE HAVE TO &TOP THIS.
EVEN IF THEY DON'T RUN A%
FAST, THEY BEAT US IN NUM-
BERS. WE WON'T BE ABLE TO
DEFUSE THE &PELL IF THEY
FOLLOW Us...

FOLLOW ME
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APAM'S
\k TRAIL.
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I'VE DETECTED
N

i

BELIEVE ME.
ADAM'S WHERE
THE MESS (6.




NGMPF...
You THINK |
THIS IS
GONNA

N IT'LL ONLY
" TAKE A MINUTE
TO HAVE MY
&HOULDER FULLY
HEALED!

YOUR HAND
WILL &TAY HERE,
STUPID BOY. T'M

NOT GOING TO
LET ROAM FREE
SOMETHING THAT
A OPENS THE

b, DOORS TO OUR
WORLD.

MAYBE IF T OBTAIN
THE HANDP OF GOoP
AND THE HELMET OF
MORPHEUS, T WILL
HAVE ENOUGH POWER
TO MOPDIFY THE &PELL
AND MAKE &SANTIAGO
REAL...

WHY PIP YoUu
HUMILIATE ME,

)

ARE YOU 50 LONELY
THAT YOU NEED TO
TALK EVEN TO THOSE
YOU INTEND TO KILL?

YOoU THINK THESE
IMMATURE INSULTS
ARE GOING TO DO
You ANY GOooD7?

DON'T MAKE
ME LAUGH.

MOST OF Us ARE ONLY
STATUES, BUT INUO 15
MORBE SOFPHISTICATELD... HE
FEEDS ON STORIES... BUT

- IN THE ENC. NO MATTER
WHAT HE WANTS TO BE, HE
HAS TO FOLLOW THE IMPE-
RATIVE ANP YOUR HANEP
MARIS YOU A% THE EN-
EME- L) 2

APAM, HIS "MIND" HAS
CRACKS. PON'T LISTEN
TO HiM. WE WANT TO
REST, 8UT OUR IMFERATI(-
VE IS TO MAKE SANTIAGO
© 4 LIVING CITY. o <
o

e

ARE YoUu THE
ROCKS OF HIS BOorD...7
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YOU HAVE oW
To &TOP
INUO. T WANT ¢ J

To REaT. MK

HOW LONG A
HAVE YOU BEEN

? 4 37
HERET p O i\:ﬂl{{ __
- | T

WHAT DOES
T MATTER

=S e
=

\
!
05 '
T TUST WANT EVEN THE ROCKS
¢ |  To PRESERVE OF YOUR A&S ARE
THESE RUINS You WORTH MORE THAN
a LOVE &0 MUCH, THE BULLSHIT
. You CUNT! &TORY YOU'VE

it m / N S ' TOLD ME!
LA ~ /|




IF YOU LIKE
THESE FUC-
KING RUINS
40 MUCH...!

!

&EE HOW
LONG YOU CAN
LAST BEFORE

I CRUSH
YOUR &KULL!

YOU'RE
GOING TO
GIVE ME

YOUR HAND,

BEFORE YOU
TAKE IT, CAN
YOU ANSWER
A QUES-
TION?




VERY

WORRY, IT's O S

SIMPLE. 8

WHO WERE You
A AND WHAT DID YOU
\ DO BEFORE You
\\\ TURNED INTO

!

THE ONE
WHO THINKS

THAN HE |5,

HE'S SMARTER

YOU REALLY THINK
THAT QUESTION 15

GOING TO CAUSE ME A 1=
COGNITIVE SHOCK? [

HAHAHA! DO YOU
REALLY THINK
THAT WORKS

AGAINST ME?

NICE TRY, ESSEX.
IT WOULD'VE
WORKED, WITH THE
OTHERS.

I'M TOO
OLPD.

EVERY

\\ ROCK HAS ITS
N\ BREAKING

Y you HAVEN'T
ANSWERED,
YOU KNOW WHY?

BECAUSE you
DPON'T KNOW. »ou
DON'T EVEN KNOW
YOU'RE MADPE OF
STONE. YOU'RE A
BUNCH OF STATUES

| BABBLING FRAGMENTS

OF MEMORIES, AND

=\ You CAN BARELY Dis-

TINGUISH THEM
FROM REALITY

BUT I DON'T
THINK HE'S
THAT FAR

IDEA THAT CAN

I THINK
THERE'S AN

HURT You.
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YOoU KNOW YOU'RE A

DON'T PLAY DUMB.
WHY LET ME TALIK?

\.m“‘:_‘_\\} | '_
PN ‘\‘“ H
2

A

Wi,

WHY TELL ME
YOUR STORY?

GUY SUSTAINED BY A
&PELL THAT TELLS You
YOU'RE INUO, WHAT You
DON'T KNOW |& WHETHER
THAT &TORY 1& TRUE

CYNICS
WOULD SAY IT'S
BECAUSE OF
SADISM.

¢
THAT'S THE
PROBLEM,
RIGHT?

HORROR OF
CONTEM-

. PLATING

” XA YOUR LIFE

AS A

LIE.

I PREFER
TO THINK OF (T A& A
416N OF LONELI-
NESS. OF POUBT.

ESSEX THINKS
YOUR WEAK
POINT 1& THAT
YOU DON'T
KNOW YOU'RE
UNDER A
SPELL, BUT
IN YOUR
CASE...

=

LTS THE|
OPPOSITE.




ADAM! THE GROUND ZERO OF
THE &PELL HAS TO BE A PLACE
WITH AN IMPORTANT MYSTICAL
CHARGE. THE EARTH ELE-

THE CA-
THEDRAL.

|‘*~ ‘
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YOU HAVE TO
HURRY UP; JTACOB'S
BECOMING ANO-
THER FUCKING

STATUE!

f

MAN, WHAT
A DAY.

s ET'S
END THIS

NIGHTMARE
OF A DAY.

SANTIAGO'S
CATHEDRAL,
WHERE DO I HAVE
TO LOOK TO &TOF
THIS MADNESS
OF TURNING

EVERYTHING INTO

&TONE?

\
o,
& Vi

_,-;jg/.u

A

"THE BOTAFU-

-5"--.

Ay

MEIRO*_ THE
BOTAFUMEI-
RO'S INCENSE
STARTED IT

¥EOTAFUMEIRO: A BIG INCENSE BURMNER INSIDE SANTIAGO'S CATHEDRAL.

DO YOU KNOwW %”mﬁ

you
ARE AN
PIOoT,
ADPAM.

A GODDAMN

i IPIOT.
WHO PUT A %t
SPELL \N THE L
BOTAFUMEIRO? %
U - ¢

YOU REALLY DE-
LERVE THAT DAMN
4 HAND. YOU'RE THE

il REAL ANTICHRIA&T,
A MORONIC

INSTEAD
OF DOING
MIRACLES,
You UNPOo
THEM.

MORE SPECIAL BEING THAN YOU'LL EVER

OR MAYBE NOT, MAYBE I'M TUST A ROCK

CASE MAY BE...

YOU SHUT UP, SINCE FOR ALL T KNOW I'M A

BE. MAYBE THE SPIRIT OF INUO LIVES IN ME

E:ELiEVlNG: IN A MIRAGE, BUT WHATEVER THE

...I'M THE
ONLY &ELF-
CONS&CIoOUS
&STATUE, IT'M

THE ONLY ONE

AWARE OF ITS
ORIGIN! THAT
MEANS S0~
METHING! |

W

AND MAYBE
THAT, TOO,
15 WRITTEN
IN THE
SPELL.




YOU THINK

RENT?!

YOU'RE DPIFFE-

THREE, APDAM! YoUu
HAVE NOT MAPE A

THAT 1€ NOT CON-
FAST, BY MEMORY!

I KNow
AB8oUT You

SINGLE PECISION
DITIONEDP BY THE

A PUPPET OF THE &ToO-

YOoU THINK YOU'RE NOT

RIES YOU HAVE IN
YOUR HEADPZ!

DO YOU REALLY
THINK PEOPLE
WILL SEE YOU

AS A HERO FOR

FACING THE
FORCES THAT
MOVE THE
WORLD?

DO YOU THINK
PEOPLE WILL
APPLAUP You?
YOU &TILL DON'T
UNDERSTANDT

PEOPLE DPON'T
| WANT TO KNOW!

PEOFPLE WANT TO BE
POMINATEDP AND HAVE
S5OMEONE EL&E TAKE
CARE OF THEIR PRO-
BLEMS!
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THEY'LL HATE You
FOR MAKING THEM
SELF-AWARE! WHY
DEATROY US WHEN
THEY WILL END UP

WS 4

WHETHER IT WAS
THE-MAN-FROM-BE-

YOND-TIME OR NOT...

AND WHAT IF
I'M RIGHT?

" IT'& LIKE THREE-
DIMENSIONAL

LANGUAGE.

...50MEONE HAD
ENOUGH POWER TO
ENCHANT AN ENTIRE
CITY FOR CENTU-

RIES!

SLOMEONE DID IT
LONG AGO. WHO

\n- ——

_ - _

"WHO CARES?”

THAT'S ALL?
Y Y

I WILL ONLY BE A
ROCK WHO DREAMED
A "WHO CARES”?

L LN IR

W-w-HAT
’ AB-OUT-THE
LESSONS A-A...

HMM. MAYBE INUO
DID IT. THE REAL
ONE, T MEAN.

..T-THE PREAMS

WHEN I-I'M
A-ASLEEP..




THEY L-LI&-LIST-
LI-LI-&-&TEE-N...

W-WHY W-WOULD I D-DREAM
WITH-TH GREEN FI-ELDS IF
I'M NO-NO-NO-THING...7T

WE KNOW YOU'RE STUPIDP AND WE CAN LPEAK FOR I DON'T EVEN
KNOW WHAT THIS

YOU DON'T WANT TO JOIN US. FIGHT, YOURSELF, SHIT 16 FOR.

ADAM. ESSEX. I'M ._

&ICK OF THIS.

EARTH ELE-
MENT 1&

AND YOU THINK
YOU'RE GONNA
FIND OUT BY GI-
ING IT AwAY?]

WE'RE NOT
LEAVING EMP-
TY-HANPEPD,

SEE YOU,
IF YOU'RE
&TILL ALIVE
BY THEN.

THINK I'M &TUPID.




HAND

THING?

YOouU THINK
SOMEONE
WHO DID

CAN MAKE A
TEMPORARY
REPLICA WITH

TRICKS wWaS MY HAND?

GOING TO
GIVE THEM
THE REAL
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PHILATELIC
“MUSEUM

f ! \
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\
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BN BASE OF THE
— PARANORMAL
SECTION OF

THE EEBI.

I'VE BEEN CHECHKING oUT
THAT GIANT PUSS-FILLED
HELLHOLE THAT'S
BARCELONA.

FRANK, WHAT THE

HELL DID URGEIST
DO IN THE Zoo?




I WASN'T PRESENT.
THEY TESTED A
SHADOWGENE

SPECIMEN.

WHILE AL&O
TESTING THE ABILITY
OF THE COP& WHO INVES&TI-
GATED THE UWANTE
CASE. WE DIDN'T KNOW
THEY HAD ADAM AT THAT
MOMENT, OF COURSE.

DO YOU KNOW THE
ATRESS WE CAUSE TO
THE NEURAL NETWORK
EVERY TIME WE HAVE
To Do A CONTROL

OF NARRATIVE?

WE HAD JUST MADE A
BIG EFFORT AFTER THE
UWANTE CASE; WE REALLY
DPIPN'T NEED HAVING TO EXPLAIN
WHAT WAS A WEREWOLF DCING AT
THE ZOO, LET ALONE THE ATTACHK
OF 203 PURING CHRISTMAS...

HEY, HEY.
I DIDN'T CAUSE
ANY DAMAGE
TO THE PUBLIC
PROPERTY, THAT
WAS ADAM.

AND THE THING 15, THE
THING 15... RUSHKOFF, YOU
WERE THERE, IN BARCELO-
NA, INVESTIGATING, PRECI-
SELY BECAUSE OF A PRO-
BLEM IN THE NEURAL NE-
\ TWORHK. T HAVE READ THE

REPORT...

YOU WERE IN
THE HOME OF
ONE OF THE

COPS WHO IN-
VESTIGATED
THE UWANTE
CASE!

TUSTIFICATION:
EXTENDING MY TELEFPATHIC
CAFPACITY THROUGH THE
NEURAL NETWORHK LEAVES
ME WITH LITTLE POWER, IF I
HAVE TO MAINTAIN ALL THE
usuaL PROTOCOLS RUN-
NING THROUGH MUCH OF
EUROPE. T SENT A REPORT.
IN ADDITION, THE ABILITY OF
THESE SUBTECTS 18 GREA-
TER THAN ANTICIPATED.

I RECOMMEND A
REANALYSIS: T SUSPECT
THAT THE ENERGY RELEA-
SED BY THE SUBJVECT
ADAM |S STRENGTHENING
THE CAPACITIES OF THE
THREE, BY CONSTANT
EXPOSURE.

THEY EXHIBIT PSYCHO-

PROBABILITY OF A TRAU-
MATIC CHILDHOOD.

S/6GNS THAT MAKE THEM ADEPT
AT MAGIC BUT DANGEROUS TO OUR
&TATUS: ANTISOCIAL, WARY OF AU-
THORITY... T E&ATIMATE A 60%

GROW, THEY ARE PER-

FECT CANDIDATES TO DES-
TABILIZE THE CONSENSUS,
REALITY. I RECOMMEND
ACTIVATING THE CAPTURE
PROTOCOL.




I UNDER&TAND THAT THEIR PO-
TENTIAL COULD END UP CAUSING
A PUNCTURE IN OUR NARRA-
TIVE CONTROL. WHY DO YOU
THINK YOU ARE ALL
HERE?

WE'RE THE ELITE TEAM OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION! ENOUGH OF THIS
CONGA LINE OF ERRORS YOU ALL
SEEM TO BE 40 KEEN ON, GOD-
DAMMITI

ARE TO INOCULATE OTHERS WITH

THE LONGER THEY'RE LOOSE <
IN &PAIN, THE MORE LIKELY THEY

AN INTEREST IN MAGIC!

I'M NOT SURPRISED, THOUGH,
CONSIDERING HOW HE E&CA-
PED FROM BARCELONA
THANKS TO YOUR BIG AB-
PUCTION OPERATION,

SIGURD, YOU PROMI-
SED ADAM WOULD
SURRBRENPER TO
Us AS SOON AS WE
POKED HIM A BIT.

IF YOUR INFORMA-
TION 1& TRUE, HE'S RE- YOU SENT SEVERAL
JECTED EVEN THE CABA- EXO-COP SQUADS AND
LI&TS! DO YOU KNOW HOW 203 AND CAME BACK :
DIFFICULT IT 1S TO EXPLAIN WITH A LI&T OF EXPENSES
THE TRAIN DISASTER NOW THAT BIGGER THAN THAT OF
SPAIN HAS NO TERRORISMT THE H-DEPARTMENT!

DO YOU KNOW HOW HARD IT IS5 TO GO
TO BRUSSELS AND ASK FOR MORE

MONEY WHEN THE MATJORITY OF THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DOES&N'T EVEN/

KNOW WE EXI&ST? LAST THING I NEED /|

15 THREE MONKEYS WITH MAGI-
CAL POWERS ALTERING REALITY
IN EUROPE, DAMN IT!

THOSE ASSHO-
LES HAVE TO UN-
DERSTAND THE SE-
RIOUSNESS OF
THEIR ACTIONS/!

SINCE 2oi1o
WE ARE IN THE MOST
FRAGILE PERIODP OF

REALITY AND THE LAST

THING I WANT IS A NOSE
STICKING OoUT MY ASS

BECAUSE SOME MORON

MISSED A SYLLABLE IN

A SPELL!
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UNDER-
STAND? I WANT
THEM HERE.
ALIVE...

...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE |15 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (40 DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL'HAS A LONG WAY TO GO
TO REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER,
WE CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “"FREE" INDEFI-
NITELY. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING US
WHILE ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO
AN |IS&5UE, PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES,
OR VIDEOS AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CRE-
ATIVE PROCESS, PLEASE CONSIDER &UP-
PORTING U& THROUGH PATREON AT THE 2$
PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW). THANK YouU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOWK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



