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TALKED
ABOUT THE
SECRET AC-
COUNTS.

THATS
NOT TRUE!
I DIDN'T
TELL NO
ONE ABOUT
THE SECRET
\ACCOUNTS!

BELIEVE
IN COIN-

THEN, IT'S

ALL A BIG CIPEN-
COINCIDEN- CES,

CE? TULIANZ




THE
RITUAL 15
FINISHED.
WE CAN
Go.

I DON'T GET
IT. T THOUGHT YOU
WERE THE ONE AD-
VOCATING TO "&TAY
IN THE SHADOWS".

YOU WERE RIGHT
ABOUT THE TOWERS.
I SUSPECT THEY ARE

BEING USED FOR
SOME KIND OF MIND,

CONTROL.

NOT SURPRI-
SING, AFTER

WHAT HAPPE-
NED TO ME.

UNSETTLING.

IF THEY REALLY
HAVE THIS REACH...
WHAT'S THEIR OB-
JECTIVE?

. ---ANYWAY.
WHERE DID YOouU
FIND THE INFORMA-
TION ABOUT THIS...
SUsSPICIOUS

I REALLY
DON'T UNDERSTAND
WHY YOouU DO WHAT You
DO, JACOB.

WHAT DOES

ADAM,
REMEM-
BER WHEN
YOoU &UM- §
MONED
ARES?

WHEN T
SAW HIM,

HE WAS
TALKING
ABOUT HIS
SISTER...

...HE SAID
HER &ISTER
"REIGNED".

THAT MEAN?
WAS HE TAL-
KING LITERA-
LLY OR ME-
TAPHORICA-

1IN

AL i—
S

)/

ENYO? OR ERI&? LET'S
SAY IT WAS ERIS, WAS
THAT A WAY OF SAYING
THE WORLD 15
LI\ IMMERSED IN CHAOS?

i APPEARING IN
THE MEDIA SAVING
ENOWFLAKE GREW
OUR SOURCES EX-

ONENT!ALLX

I WANT TO KNOW.
THOSE THINGS, THE
AMOUNT OF TRUTH IT
HAS, THE AMOUNT OF
LIES IT HAS... T WANT TO
KNOW WHAT'S THE... THE
TEMFPO OF THE WORLD.
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DO I HAVE

BUT WHAT
OTHER OPTIONS

A CRIMINAL?

LAW AND CON-
FIRM MYSELF AS

TO BREAK THE

i
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READY?
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YOU'RE BECOMING \ /
QUITE EFFICIENT
WITH THE HAND

| 4
N -

W ELSLE TO DO IN MY
| 4PARE TIME. TRAINING
MY HAND AND REA-
DING MR. MAGICH,
THAT'S ABOUT IT.

SHOULDN'T WE BE
WORRIED ABOUT
THE CAMERAS?

THAT'S WHY
" I SUMMONED CREEPER.
WE'RE SHIELDED 8Y
HIS ELECTROMAGNETIC
DISTORSIONS...

AND IN CASE
WE MEET HUMAN
OPPOA&ITION, T
CAN EMIT MY OWN
BRAINWAVES TO
PUT THEM TO
SLEER..

YOUR GOD |& THE
&HIT. WHY HAVEN'T
yoU TRIED TO INFIL-
TRATE AN IMPOR-
TANT PLACE, LIKE,
AN IN&TITUTION OF
THE GOVERNMENT
OR SOMETHING?

MAGIC YOU USE RITUALS,
RUNS ON SPELLS... TO
CONVICTION, CRYSTALLISE A

BELIEF 50 4TRONG
THAT IT CAUSES
DRASTIC CHANGES
IN REALITY. BUT...
EVERYONE HAS
BELIEFS, YOU
SEET

ARE vou
TELLING ME THAT A
BUNCH OF PUBLIC WOR-
KER4 |& MORE POWER-
FUL THAN You?

- INSTITUTION FULL OF

DO YOU THINK T HAVE
MORE CONVICTION
THAN A GOVERNMENT

THOUSANDPS OF WOR-
KERSZ THEY MAY NOT
BE TRAINED, BUT THEY
ARE MORE NUME-
ROUS, AND THEY BE-
LIEVE IN VERY POWER-
FUL &YMBOLS.

EVERY DAY,
THEY REIGNITE
THEIR FAITH IN

THE INSTITU-
TION...

EVEN THOSE
WHO HATE
TO WORK

WHY PO YOouU
THINK THAT, FROM PO-
LITICAL PARTIES TO
FOOTBALL TEAMS,

- ALL OF THEM HAVE
ANTHEMS?
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THEY ARE
SPELLS, RITUALS,
MAGIC WORDS TO

INVIGORATE THE
GROUP...

I
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ACCORDING
TO MY
SOURCE...

...THE 23TH
FLOOR |5 PROTECTED
WITH SEVERAL SECU-
RITY CODES. HE GAVE

THEM TO U&. IF THE
S50URCE IS5 TO BE
BELIEVED...

DATA ABOUT
E MYSTERIOUS
HEREMITES

CE DID ALL THE
HEAVY LIFTING,
HUH.

FOLLOW
ME.

CAREFUL. T
SENSE SECURITY
SYSTEMS FAR MORE
ADVANCED THAN I
EXPECTED.

WE'RE
== UNDER AT....,

UH... YOUR POWERS
WORK TUST FINE,

l GREAT,
I'M VERY




VY WHICH DATA
BANK ARE WE

LOOKING

FOR?

o8,

\

L)
b0
G
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IT'S IN
A SPECIAL
ROOM, &UPPO-
SEDLY.

b

TR )

THERE.

WHY DIP You
GRAB THE
ROBOT?

WHY NOT?

ITS APO-

RABLE!

—

—

-
b

MENT?

EXPERI- \

SURE!
THINK ABOUT
IT. .
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CONNECTION; WHEN D
YOU &HORTCIRCUIT i 1
THE DATA BANK IT'LL =
TRY TO LOOK FOR ‘-
EXTERNAL DI&CS > e
THROUGH HERE. «f QdX -
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WHY DON'T WE TRY (7 -
* ~ 4y -

TO FILL THE ROBOT WITH ESOTE-
RIC CODES INSTEAD OF COMPUTER
ONES AND SEE WHAT HAPPENST

o — =] \ \ 3

WHERE
WAS I... OH
YEAH, THE

THINK
ABOUT IT. YOUR
POWER 1& READING
PATTERNS OF INFORMATION,
RIGHT? DUDE, THAT'S SOFT-
WARE. AND I &PEAK WITH
THE INORGANIC WORLD...
THE HARPWARE.

.

You
HAVE BETTER
IDEAS THAN T
EXPECTED.




sTAY
ALERT.

I HAVE TO
CONNECT WITH
MY HANDHELD TO
&PEED THE INTRU-
SION.

NS A GUN
&PRANG... FROM
THE CEILING.
THI& TECHNO-
LOGY...

DO ANYTHING.

FIGHTINGZ
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IT'S ALMOST LIKE AN ASTRAL
PROJECTION... GOING TO
MY HANDHELD TO... W
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HEY,
JACOB.
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I'VE NEVER ; /
DON'T 4EEN TECH
WORRY. WE'RE LIKE THIS IN MY
£TILL UNDER PRO- WHOLE LIFE.
TECTION, IT WON'T WHO ARE WE

YOUR PLACE 1&

"NOT THE PRECINCT,
MORE LIKE THE }
™\ PRISOOOOO0O0H! //

E SN GET USED
IT MAY NN TO IT. THIS 1&
HAVE COME = GOING TO TAKE
OUT DUE TO 2 . o B WHRE
THE NOISE A% e
OR THE -
COMPUTER N S 0N
INVASION... ; | '
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HAVING HIM !
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N\ /T WONDER
N\ WHAT'S
ESSEX DOING
HE DIDN'T
PICK UP

THE PHONE

--HE
WOULD'VE
LIKED TO BE
HERE.

4EE HOW I WAS
RIGHT IN FIRING
YOU? OH, YOU'RE
&UCH A PERVERTED,
DIRTY HIPPIE...




NOT SURPRI-

SED THERE'S

SO LITTLE
SECURITY...

WHAT CAN GIVE ME A
THEY HIDE IN
| 2oME BANK SECOND.
ACCOUNTS,
AFTER

*
(B N

B
T

-\T'& NOT
MONEY, IT'S IN-

FORMATION.
SAY FOR THE ACCOUNTS

SURE, HAVE... ME&-
BUT... SAGEST

ALL THIS DATA |1& PRO-
TECTED WITH QUAN-
TUM CRYPTOGRA-
PHY... I'M COPYING IT
TO MY HARD DRIVE,
BUT I DON'T THINK
I'LL BE ABLE TO
ACCESS IT.

MAYBE T \
CAN... “SEE"
LOME

GLIMPSEZ WITH
YOUR POWERS?

THE PAT-
TERNS T
GLIMPSE

..THEY'RE
GRAMMA-
TICAL, NOT
NUMERICAL.

AYBE YOU'REW THOSE RIFLES

LOSING SEEM ABOUT
FOCUS... TO..

~d

B i e

N =LA

MORE YOUR
HAND.
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MMMMPH!

|

SFPARE HER!

SHE DIDN'T
0\ Do ANY-
m N THING!
{5 \‘uii

THERE WAS A MASSIVE
DATA THEFT. SENSITIVE
INFORMATION. NO
SIGNS OF BREAK-IN IN
FLOOR 23, THEY GOT IN
THERE WITH THE

BULLET

FOR
You.

e NOT HER. HUM.
YOU REALLY ENJOY
BEING THE MARTYR, HUH?
1& THAT WHY YOU TALKED
TO THE PRESS? TO TELL
THEM HOW MUCH You
SUFFER BECAUSE WE
MADE YoU RICH AND
A, POWERFUL?

]

ONE
BULLET
FOR HER.

A\

P T HAVE INFORMATION!
ABOUT THE GUY THAT

KILLED ADAM! I-I MEAN

ELIYA, THE GUY THAT KILLED /X

ELIYA!



I D-DON'T
HAVE... T KNOW TWO
COPS, THEY WILL GIVE
You ALL YOU NEED
TO KNOW...

IMPORTANT
INFORMA-

WHAT ARE
YOU WAITING

THIS

QUFFICJENT‘“

CHECK WHAT

' 'nlll!li
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DON'T
EVEN TRY
TO EXIT THE

"/ WE HAVE

GUARDS
POSTED.

...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE |15 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4O DAYS)
LERIES THAT STILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO
TO REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER,
WE CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFI-
NITELY. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING US
WHILE ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO
AN |I55UE, PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES,
OR VIDEOS AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CRE-
ATIVE PROCESS, PLEASE CONSIDER &UP-
PORTING U& THROUGH PATREON AT THE 2%
PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW). THANK YouU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOWK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



