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| You &HOULDN'T &HARE |
THI& KNOWLEDGE WITH
PEOPLE, ADAM.

PEOPLE CAN
REACT IN UNEX-
PECTED WAYS.

ESPECIALLY WITH
A THESE TOPICS.

BUT HE'S Z
MY FRIEND. AREN'T
YOU SUPPOSED TO
SHARE THE THINGS
YOU LIKE WITH
FRIENDS?

BUT SINCE
I DID THAT THING
WITH THE DPOOR,
THE WORLD
SPEAKS TO ME!

YOU MADE A VOW, DURING
THE RITUAL OF THE DOOR.

IT'S GREAT,
T NEVER FEEL
ALONE ANY-

MORE! WHY CAN'T

¥ DON'T
AND WHY |
DID YOoU FEEL %& \ YOU HAVE
ALONE, I\ FRIENDS, A
BEFORE? " N FAMILY?

WHAT DO YOU'RE VERY
You MEAN? KYOUNG, ADAM.
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I'M BREAKING
APART, RIGHT.

WRECKING YOUR
HOME. IN THAT
MOMENT, I DIDN'T...

ALL THESE &TO-
RIES ABOUT

\ HEROES... ALL

F4,] THIS STUFF ABOUT

"THE DOOR HAS ONE SIDE
AND OPENS BOTH WAYS".
WHEN HE SAID IT, I DIDN'T
KBNOW WHAT HE MEANT... T
DIDN'T UNDERSTAND HOW
IT WORKS... I...

BE MY PRO-

TO PEFINE YOURSELF A&
A HERO, YOU HAVE TO
FIND SOMETHING WRONG
AND SOMEONE WHO

/PACK YOUR

CAUSES (T A VILLAN... | e

THINGS. CAN EXI&ST WITHIN MAYBE THAT'S WHY NO
SOCIETY AND NO ONE ONE CARED ABOUT MY DI&=-

STOPS HIM... ISN'T THE AFPEABANCE.. PEOREE
DON'T WANT TO HEAR THAT

IET -
WHOL‘;g(;i‘i: M THINGS AREN'T A& THEY
- SHOULD...




I GUESS I DIDN'T
EF ' : WANT TO ACCEPT I |
P4 » = COULDN'T HAVE A AP
"/ ' NORMAL LIFE I'M SORRY,
“ . ANYMORE. NURIA...
i =X T YOU DON'T

WANT TO WAKE
HER UP? WE COULD
TRY TO ELIMINATE
THE SEDA...
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WHEN T WAS AL TE

FIGHTING WITH ;ﬂﬂ; mieme
THAT... GUY... THE| | me AnD THE

POLSLSELSED ME. HAPPEN TO HER
OR MAYBE IT & THAT SHE
DID, IT'S DIFFI- DOESN'T e

CULT TO TELL... | | REMEMBER
ANY OF THI&,
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IT'LL
TAKE HER IN&IDE,
IT'S TOO EXPOSED
TO THE RAIN IN
HERE.

50... I
DON'T... WHAT
I MEAN |5...
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--.THEY MAKE YOU
FEEL &0 POWER-
LESS, WHOEVER IT
15 THAT WEAVES
THESE LIES...

.J-THEY ACCU-
SED ME OF MURDER,
THEY “"ABSOLVED" ME
L¥ING TO EVERYONE

ABOUT ELIYA'S
DPEATH...

...NOTHING HAS
SUBSTANCE OR I a g E
WEIGHT TO L e VLY
THEM... ' \ PN

EVERYTHING
& BROKEN.
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REMEMBER?

L

RUNNING UP
THE &TAIRS,
AFRAID OF
THE DARK-
NESS...

THOSE ARE
MUCH EASIER TO

DIVIDE THE PIECES,
ANALYZE THEM, PUT
THEM TOGETHER...

NOW IF I PUT THAT
EFFORT INTO &0OLVING
MY TRUE PROBLEMS&?

...AFRAID
THAT IF T
LOOKED
BEHIND ME
THINGS WOULD
COLLAPSE, THE
MONSTERS OF
MY IMAGINA-
TION TURNED
REAL.

IT'4 PREFERABLE
TO BE CHASED
BY FICTIONAL

PROBLEMS, T o &

GUESS.

i T I‘ i
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AH, ELLE... T THINK T
UNDERSTAND NOW WHY YOU
SAID: "AT LEAST I ADMIT
MY USELESSNESS, WHICH
1& WHY I &TUDPY PHILO-
SOPHY"

REMEMBER,

THERE MAY &TILL
BE SOME CYBER-
DUDES AROUND
MY HOUSE.

WHAT DO
YOU THINK MY
EYES ARE, GLAS-
SES? T PON'T
TAKE THEM OFF
WHEN I GO TO
BED, 50...

BY THE wWAY,
JACOB, ARE YOU
A CYBORG?T THE
DUDE SAID...

YEAH,
BUT...

BIT ME... WHATEVER
| THE WEREWOLF GAVE
ME 15 BUSTING MY
BALLS...

THE RITUAL OF THE
DOOR. T CAN A&SI-
MILATE TECHNOLO-
GY ALMOST AS IF IT
WERE LIVING
TISSUE OF MY

NAUSEA AND W
PAIN IN MY HAND...

CONSIDERING HOW
IT WAS FOR HER, T

BUT HOW...
I MEAN, THE
CYBORGS PEOPLE
KNOW ABOUT ARE
GUYS WITH AN US8

FORT IN THEIR
DICKS, THEY ARE
NOT THAT AD-
VANCED!

YOU MEAN

) BECAUSE OF MY

o/ SKILLS? MY VISION, EMIT-\

\ WL TING WAVES... IT'& NOT THE\

TECH ITSELF THAT CAUSES

THEM, IT'S AS IF THEY

WERE LATENT POWERS,
WHICH T WAS ONLY ABLE

TO MANIFEST WHEN I GOT

THE IMPLANTS.
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BY THE WAY, WHY DO WE HAVE TO STOP AT HIS

WE DON'T
LEAVE NO ONE
BEHIND HERE,

HOUSE? WOULDN'T IT BE BETTER TO LEAVE NOW? / . . " 0y ADAM,

UHMMM...

P _..BUT JUuAaT
BECAUSE YoUu
CAN'T GET YOUR
THINGS DOESN'T
\ MEAN WE'RE
ABANDONING
YOou.

"NO ONE"”. |

I HEARD IT THEN, AL-
THOUGH I PIPN'T KNOW
WHAT WAS I HEARING.

- \\\

U FORGO

TTEN A

)’U MOO!

YES, THE HEREMI-
TES... NO...

... WE HAVEN'T '\
BEEN ABLE TO
REACH THE
MOTHER...

BUT IT WASN'T UNTIL T HEARD THE WORD
AGAIN, YEARS LATER, WHEN IT BECAME

DUDPE, YOU DON'T
UNDERSTAND!

LEAVE ANYONE
BEHIND, YOU

WE DON'T

HEAR ME?

EVERYTHING I'VE
DONE 15 50 THAT
FPEOPLE KNOW
ABOUT THEM.

WHY WOULD

I WANT TO DO
ANIMAL SACRI-
FICES? I'M
VEGAN!

THEY PLANTED
THESE CLUES! THE
HEREMITES!

“THEY ARE THE
HAND THAT MOVES
THE WORLD!"




ESSEX, T N
COULD GET RID
OF HIM MYSELF. ¥
THERE WAS NO
NEED TO JumpP

METHOD WON'T
HAVE HIM WAKING
WITH PAIN IN HIS

THEY'RE AL
KNOCKED

CAREFUL. THERE
MAY BE ANOTHER
ONE IN THERE...

JACOB, MAKE
SURE THEY
DON'T WAKE UF.

WE'LL TALK WHILE YOU

GRAB YOUR THINGS,
ESSEX. I... T HAVE TO
PUT THINGS IN ORDER
~OR I'LL GO CRAZY.

MANY THINGS... T'M
y MISSING TOO MANY
| PIECES TO BE ABLE TO
PUT TOGETHER A...

HOW ABOUT
YOU TALK
ABOUT WHY
WE'RE GOING
TO GALICIA?

THERE'S A LOT OF
RUMOURS THAT LINK
YOUR HAND WITH THE
CURSED CITY OF GA-
LICIA, SANTIAGO... AS
IF IT WERE A FATH OR
A KEY OF S0RTS, 50-
METHING LIKE THAT.

ks,

THERE'S TOO

THOSE RUMORS COME FROM
SUPER-RELIABLE PLACES
WHERE THEY SAY WIFI IS
TOXIC OR A GOVERNMENT
PROGRAM FOR MIND
MANIPULATION OR
WHATEVERT?T

REMEMBER
THE CELL-
TOWERS?




¥EBI= EUROFEAN BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THE MASKED MAN SAYS HE'S

40, WE HAVE A BIG ORGANIZATION AGAINST US. WHE- FROM THE EBI*, ACCORDING TO
THER THEY'RE THE HEREMITES OR NOT, I DON'T KNOW. ADAM... BUT T'M NOT SURE WE A TELEPATH
BUT SOMEONE KILLED ELIYA. SOMEONE KILLED ELIYA A“ TRUST HIS WORP... : BB TED Té %

AND SOMEONE SENT THESE GUYS AGAINST Us...

NETWORK £0 THAT HE
CAN APPEAR ANYWHE- J
RE... ELIYA, THE
TOWERS...

M

FEETRETATRRNTS

Y~ GEE WHERE N
{ I'M GOING? MIND
CONTROL, ON A
COLLECTIVE
LEVEL.

I

AND THEN THERE'& THE WHOLE I&&UE
e ABOUT WHY THEY LEFT U& ALONE
s DELAPITE KNOWING WHAT WE KNEW.

THINK ABOUT IT. HOW CAN THEY LIE
AND PISCREDIT THE DISSIDENT VOICES &0
EALILYT THE FIRST DAYS, PEOPLE QUESTIO-

NED THE OFFICIAL &TORY ABOUT ELIYA'S
DEATH... ONE MONTH LATER, NO
ONE CARED.

I THINK THAT WAS CAUSED &Y A MIX
OF CONFIDENCE ON THEIR OWN RE-
SOURCES AND THAT OUR REPUTATION,

== WELL...

WHAT DID
ARES TELL us?

HE S$AID THERE ARE FEWER
GODS LEFT. LET'S ASSUME
THAT GODS ARE BEINGS MADE
OF BIG CLUSTERS OF IDEAS, ME-
METIC CREATURES THAT FEED
FROM THE CULTURAL MAGMA WE
SECRETE... DO YOU SEE SOME-
THING FORMING?

.-.RIGHT,
THEY WOULD &EE
Us LIKE THOSE
TINFOILERS TAL-
KING ABOUT AB-
DPUCTIONS AND
ANAL PROBES.

PUDE, EVERY TIME YOU'RE ON
TV YOU 5CREAM AT THE HOST.
YOU'RE NOT MAKING MUCH OF AN
EFFORT TO SHARE YOUR CALM AND
COLLECTED SELF WITH THE WORLD.

‘r s
OH, SURE, YOU KNOW A

/—'\ NS N LOT ABOUT SELF-CONTROL! YT :
WE Wworkep aa N[/ = : j  THE BALLS ON you! you I THINK WE'RE )HHN" A::ﬁ;ﬁéﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ: zo'rc;‘ii’? 223-5-:':2&;
COP& FOR YEARA! &4HOULD BE A DENTIST, YOU _
AND EVEN THEN, THEY ‘\\\ TAKE 50 MUCH EFFORT FIL- . AGAINST THE SYSTE THEY'RE BEING AFFECTED BY PEOPLE'S
TREAT YOU LIKE A LU- : LING THE HOLES OF EVERY - MATIC SUPPRESION / LACK OF FAITH... BUT ARES |& FROM THE
,:,:E-;ETEE :-1?:5«? WOMAN AROUND YOU! N, OF IDEAS. e GRECO-ROMAN PANTHEON, NO ONE BELIE-
' : i VES IN THEM TO BEGIN WITH! THE ONLY
ABOUT CURSES OR
SIGILS... | *" OTHER INTERPRETATION T
A BIT LATER WE DISCOVERED THAT THERE ARE &STRAN-
GE ARTIFACTS ATTACHED TO THE CELLTOWERS. NOT
ONLY THAT, T WITNESSED AN ENTITY, QUITE PO&SIBLY A HE WAS
TELEFPATHIC PROJECTION, USING THE TOWER INVESTIGA-
EMISSIONS TO APPEAR IN BARCELONA FROM WHO TING THE

KNOWS WHERE. , = GAUNTLET'S
— DARK ENERGY,

THE SHA-
Dows...

. -.1& THAT
(¥ THIS SUPPRESSION OF
IPEAS |& WITHERING THE COL -
LECTIVE UNCONSCIOUS, THAT
PART OF THE ASTRAL PLANE &TILL
CONNECTED TO OUR MINDS WHERE
ARCHETYPES LIKE THE GODS LIVE.




THERE 15 A REA- IT IS A SUBTLE
LITY THE WORLD ONE, SUSTAINED BY
DOEAN'T 4EE. THE IMAGINATION. IT'S
WHERE GODS% AND
POWERFUL IPEAS
LIVE.

THERE'S SOME
FORCE TRYING TO
SUPPRESS IT,
OR CONTROL IT,
MAKE IT...

...6RAY AND
BORING AND
CONTROLLA-
BLE...

T T !
THE WORLD & RUN BY Q\W'W"E
IMAGINATION. SOMEONE HAD

TO PREAM THE WHEEL
BEFORE MAKING IT. T THINK

THAT'S WHY THEY KILLED
ELIYA: HE WAS BRINGING
IPEAS THEY DEEMED
PROBLEMATIC.

T

Brbbbep bt

TR Y

I THINK WHO-
EVER |1& BEHIND
THIS & STOPPING HU-
MANITY FROM GETTING
NEW IPEAS, AND ONLY
WE ARE ABLE TO &4EE IT.

IT'S& ON U& TO INVES-
TIGATE IT AND
REVEAL IT.
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AS IF WE HAD
ANY OTHER
OPTION.

LOOKIN’ LIKE
I DO IT'S EITHER
THIS OR ENDING = =N ﬁ‘
UP IN THE | . : A\

. E \ TS ;

STREETS. | - A i/ f
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HEYYY,

YOU THINK )
THE DYNAMIC

THERE'LL BE
SECURITY?

HAVE WARNED 'y %

THE cCoPa... B




WHAT ARE YoUu
DOING, MAKING A
FUSS DPURING CHRIST-
MAS EVE, YOU
ASSHOLES?

IF WE WANT TO INVESTI-
GATE ELIYA'S DEATH WE
HAVE TO BE ABLE TO
STAND UP AGAINST PEOPLE
LIKE THAT MASKED GUY...

WE NEED YOUR HAND
NDER CONTROL.

I'VE BEEN N
READING ABOUT N
SANTIAGO...

DIDN'T GET ME
A PLAYSTATION,
WHAT CAN I

ARE YOU GOING TO
ARREST US? OR
TRY TO, ANYWAY.

—

THERE ARE
WEIRD NOISES,

NOT ALL OF U& HATED YOU, ESSEX. WE THE BOSS

ND WHY PEOPLE ENTERING NE- \
Ao A FUCKED WITH YOU, OF COURSE; PEOPLE THINKS THE SAME, R TS ALSO
“;OUTHA:JE LIKE YOU NEED A LOVING LITTLE COR- SATELLITES CAN'T TAKE Y THE ONLY CON-

RECTIVE EVERY NOW AND THEN... BUT...
A LOT OF WEIRD STUFF'S BEEN DONE
IN ELIYA UWANTE'S CASLE.

PHOTOS BECAUSE
THERE'S S0OME KIND
OF DI&STOR-

NECTION WE
HAVE TO YOUR /-

o0

TION... 1\ GAUNTLET.
lm e
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ALSO, HATING YOU 40 BAD = = J/L.

: ’h". *';?-
TO WANT VOU lN PRIQON? _/:_:'_:a: ’ \ SN, W

BEING COPS? NO WAY, MAN. =

AS LONG AS YOU
FUCK THE EBI FOR [\
TAKING OUR CASE, N 7/,
WE'RE EVEN!
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WHAT'S MY OTHER OPTION, WAIT
HERE UNTIL THIS STUPID HAND FUCKS
UP MY HEAD FOR REAL 7 FUCK
THAT. TO SANTIAGO! AT LEAST
WE'LL HAVE FRESH AIR.

...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE IS AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4o DAYS)
SERIES THAT STILL"HAS A LONG WAY TO GO
TO REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER,
WE CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFI-
NITELY. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING US
WHILE ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO
AN |ISSUE, PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES,
OR VIDEOS AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CRE-
ATIVE PROCESS, PLEASE CONSIDER &UP-
PORTING U& THROUGH PATREON AT THE 2%
PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW). THANK YOU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



