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HOowW
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DOING?
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"NOT YET. I NEED TO SEE
WHAT THEY ARE CARPABLE OF
WITH THAT HAND".




COUNTDOWN TO DPETONATION: |
Z MINUTES, 42 SECONDPS.

- TELL
ADAM TO
CREATE A

SHIELD!

FOR EXAMPLE:
TALKING ABOUT
YOUR FUTURE 15
DANGEROUS.

WE SEE
FPROBABILITIES,
NOT CERTAINTIES.

TALKING ABOUT THEM
ALTERS THEM, AND |

MAKES Us RES-
PONSIBLE.

FREE WILL

YOU THIMNK

ADAM CAN DO
SOMETHING

GOD HAS
A SENSE OF
HUMOR.

I5... ADVI-
SABLE.

WHAT IF |

WE GIVE
ADAM MORE
ENERGY?

- aRe you AwARE
b  THAT WE GODS
' CANNOT SPEAK
FREELY?

OF COURSE,
IF You SUMMON
Us, WE ARE BOUND

TO HELE.. BUT
EVEN 50, THERE
ARE LIMITS,

WHY DI I
SAVE You FROM
THE ORPHAN-
AGET




53 MINUTES AFTER THE INCIPENT.

. h ; GOD, WHAT DO I DO? I-IF T HAVE TOQ WAKE
i . ! ' HEL.L;}:- g ALL THE EVACUATION you UP, T WON'T BE
: \ \ . &ITES ARE TOO FAR... ABLE TO GET TO...!

\ /=y ; I WOULD HAVE
V : " TO.. IF ¥ou PON'T
ANSWER, I WOULD

HAVE Ta..

AM T
DREAMING
IT7

ADAM...
LISTEN... THEY
ARE GOING TO
DESTROY THE

EEEE R
wﬁ&gol':vﬁ&b"»w--k‘(

T THINK THAT
THIS SFPEAKER 15 &
ATILL FUNCTIONAL. | ,
CAN YOU HEAR ALAM,
: A WAKE uUPY

1Ta CURioUS.
THAT WOULEP BE
LOGICAL...

THERE'S NO
TIME...!

BUT I CAN'T 8TOFP I THINK THAT... AT
THINKING ABOUT

THAT I LET You 6o I GUESS... PART OF

THAT TIME... BECAUAE OF THE ﬂ;‘gj’f”g g.:INET
WHEN YOU WENT T | |- INFORMATION THAT.. =
SEVILLA... “—:“‘“M——.T_i.n{’/ Y o BACK...
I HEAR HIiM o — o ~— N a— 0 .
0. FAR T ] e & _
Awax - P |

.L WANTED TO
BELIEVE You, I
WANTED TO THINK...

WHY I'M SAYING
THIS NOW, BUT...




...L 5AID T WANTED
TO KNOW HOW THE
WORLD WORKS...

BUT... DEEP
DOWN...

W-WE ARE ToO
FAR FROM...

- EVERYFTHING
THAT HAPPENELD
To ¥ou, I'e
RATHER...

.4 PART
OF ME, AT LEAST,
I THOUGHT..

IF THEY CAPTURED
¥oul... I wWoulon'T

HAVE To 8EE AUCH
A... BICK WORLE

WHAT A way
TO ENC.

FROM ANOTHER SIPE, THEN".

ADAM 1S
BURIED...

.-ANDP HE
DOESN'T LET
ME MOVE.

(

DOESN'T FIND A
REAS&ON. FREI'S
TOO &TRONG.

BELIEVES
&IGURD.

/
HE BELIEVES

. SHE'S DEAD...
\\-.._____..r/

f\—"_'_-_-_'_'"‘_\
7 .THAT THERE ™~

( & NOTHING TO BE
DONE. SIGURD
Wol -

BARELY HEAR
You, JACOE.

"TLL TRY TO GET TO You

COUNTDOWN TO DETONATION:
Z MINUTES, 3 SECONDS.
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WHAT DO YOU MEAN,
WHY DID YOU SAVE
MET?

I-I
GUESS... T PON'T
KNOW, T ASKED FOR

HELP AND YOU

THESE

CRITICAL
TIMES.

ARE

YOU'RE
INSINUATING...

THAT You
DIPN'T SAVE
ME TO DIE
HERET

WHAT DO
You KNOW
\ ABOUT IT?

WHAT ARE YOU
DOINGT WE'RE ON
THE SAME SIPE!

THE

wHAT?

FIRET QUES-
TION: WHAT 1&
@ THIS? THE NEURAL
N NETWORHK, YES,

SAME

TN
MYy :

ASS,

I KNOW THIS
15 THE PHYSICAL
PART THAT SUPPORTS
THE ASTRAL SPACE OF
THE NETWORK.... BUT,
WHAT 15 IT?

-..GHH

SIMPLIFYING...
SLEEPING TELE-
PATHS CREATE AN
ASTRAL &PACE...
THE NETWORHK...

)

THEY STORE
DATA AND MAKE
LPELLS

THERE

l|

\\

ESSEX,
WHILE WE WERE
CREATING THE

WATER.

TELEPATHS CAN
CREATE THIS &FPACE
THANKS TO THIS MA-
GIC WATER... THEY
USE IT AS AN ENHAN-
CER AND DISTRIBU-
TION &Y&TEM...

IT'& THE
ELEMENT OF
WATER. ITS FUNCTION
1& TO GIVE SUBSTANCE
AND TRANSMIT EMO-
TIONS... A BIT LIKE
MIND CONTROL, BUT
THROUGH FEEL-
INGS.

THE EBI USES IT TO
FROPAGATE THEIR IDEAS ON
AN EMOTIONAL LEVEL.

THEIR BASIC SPELL 1S TO
CREATE A WORLD WHERE
PEOPLE DO NOT BELIEVE
IN MAGIC...

..THE WATER ;
MANIFESTS IT BY CREAT-
ING ANXIETY AND FEAR
WHEM FEOFLE FACE THE
POWER OF MAGIC.

BEFORE, YOU NEEDPED
TO BE NEAR THE WATER
TO FALL UNDER ITS
EFFECTS, BUT THEY HAVE
MANAGED TO DISTRIBUTE

FREQUENCY...

---EVERY CELL TOWER
IN EUROPE EMITS IT.

IT THROUGH AN ELECTRIC

WITH THAT DETERRENCE
AS & BASE, THEY CAM
ADD MORE SPECIFIC
SUB-SPELLS ACCORDING
TO THEIR NEEDS; ERASE
MEMORIES, FALSIFY
NARRATIVES...

THE PLAN
OF USING

YOUR EARTH
ELEMENT CON-
TAING SHAD-

s

“You sAID 1T
SOUNDED
FLIMSY.

YOU WANT ME TO
USE THE EMERGY OF
THE WATER ELEMENT...

INTERACT
WITH EACH

L OKAY.
NEXT
QUESTION.

UP THE EMOTIONAL
EMNERGIES OF THE
WATER ELEMENT,

USUALLY TO CAUSE

STILL ALIVE
THE ELEMENT,




WHY CAN'T T
MOVET

JACOB...

HE LEFT.

ORI DPON'T
HEAR HIM
ANYMORE.

I THINK...
THIS HAND
& GOING
TO KILL
ME.

THERE'S

THERE'S TOO
MUCH PAIN IN THE
WORLD AND THIS
HANE IS GOING TO

PLUNGE ME
INTO IT.

I DON'T
UNDERS&TAND
You. AM I
DPREAMING?

I WANT TO
REST.
INSTEAD, T...
s

You ARE
NOT RESFPON-
SIBLE FOR
THE PalN OF
OTHERS.

JusT
BECAUSE YOoU

WHO...7 THAT
VOICE, WHY ©
OES 1T SOUND,
FAMILIAR? |

FEEL IT DOESN'T
MEAN YOU HAVE
TO CARRY IT

JACOB SAYS
WE'RE IN
DANGER.

I HAVE TO...

L.

I DPONT...

I GUESS

I CANT

PO THIS
ANYMORE.

L..DPONT.. T
DON'T BNOW IF
I CAN DO THI&.

HOW?
WHAT ABOUT
BLANCAT

I
DESTROYED
HER.

WITH You.

WHAT?
IT'& NOT

YOUR
FAULT.

HOW 14 IT NOT
MY FAULTT
SHE'S BEEN

KIDNAPPED TO

GET ME.



WE CAST A
SPELL TO
PROTECT MY
IDENTITY, AND
THE ONLY THING
I'VE ACHIEVED...

...IS TO ISOLATE
MYSELF FROM
MY PREVIOUS
LIFE, WHILE
THESE LUNATICS
IDENTIFY ME
MORE EASILY
THANKS TO THIS
HAND AND THE
BULLSHIT IT
MAKES ME DoO.

I DON'T
UNDERSTAND HOW
SIGURD CAN DO
THIS.

HE... WAS
NOT LIKE
THAT
BEFORE.

THE BASTARD
WAL 50 FUNNY
WHEN HE
MOCKED THE
TEACHERS.

WE'RE GOING
TO DIE.

I ATTACKED
ESSEX,

WHY CAN'T T MOVE?

ARE YOU
&TILL
HERET?

WHAT DID
ELLEREAS SAYT
THIS HAND...
ABSORBS
ENERGIES. T
GUESS IT'S
BEEN... MONTHS,
ACCUMULATING.
BUT IT'S...

BEFORE
ALL THIS.

I TAUGHT HIM
MAGIC. T
COULDN'T

HELP MYSELFR

EIGHT YEARS

oLD? NINE?

HE TOLD
THE TRUTH,

RBIGHT?

ABOUT
BLANCA.

THAT SHE
REALLY I5...

HE'S SAYING
THE TRUTH.
OTHERWISE, HE
WOULD BE...

---HE WOoULD
BE USING HER.

USING HER.

USING ME.

HE MENTIONED
THE HEREMITES,
AS IF THEM...

WE'R
To DIg

E GOING
 RIGHT?

IF T DON'T
GET OUT OF
HERE.

SIGURD. IT'S
HIM, RIGHT?

HE |& THAT
POISONOUS
ENERGY
THAT MAKES
ME...

BUT HE I1& NOT
TO BLAME FOR
BLANCA. THAT
WAS THE EBL.

OR THE
HEREMITES.

ALTHOUGH...

IF HE'S LYING
ABOUT
BLANCA...

IF BLANCA'S
NOT DYING...

WHEN I wAS
WITH ELLEREAS,
FOR A SECOND,

IT ALL MADE

SENSE.

THEN I 4EE
THIS ASSHOLE
AND I CAN'T...

I CAN'T

ACCEPT IT.

I CANT
BELIEVE HE
LIED. HE DIDN'T
CAFPTURE HER,
BUT IF HE
LIED....

--MAYBE...
HE WAS USING
ME EXACTLY
AS THE
HEREMITES
WANTED TO
USE ME.
ACTIVATE THE
BOMB.

WAL MY ONLY
FRIEND.
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WHAT...?

HERE GOES,
ADAM. I HOPE
THIS REACHES

v A VISION
STRAIGHT TO
YOUR MIND. YOoUu
SHOULD BE ABLE
TO &4EE IT, WHER-
EVER YOU ARE.

WHAT 1S THAT
GLOWT?

THE 4HAD-
OWS CAUSED
PROBLEMS IN
THE NETWORK...

BUT THE
EARTH ELEMENT
15 A STABILIZER...
AGH, FUCK THIS.

TALKING LIKE T
KNOW SHIT.

THE &HA-
POWS ARE
CONNECTED

WHAT'S WRONG?
YOUR MOTHER TOLD
ME YOU'RE NOT
FEELING GREAT.

EARTH ELEMENT, &UP-
PORT THE SHADPOWS 40
THAT THEY MAY ABSORS
THE FOWER OF THE Wa-

TER ANC GIVE IT TO THEIR

WHAT'S WRONGT
STRESS? MY
FIRST YEAR OF

ANXIETY, T
GUESS.

OH. IT'S
BLANCA. AND
HER FATHER.

I'VE HAD
THOLE...

BLANCAL
YOU'RE NOT

.-.I HOPE THAT
THE VISION YOUR
SUBCONSCIOUS
CREATES WILL BE
ENOUGH TO &AVE

us ALL.

"IN THE MOS&T \
RECENT ONE, I
WAS LOCKED IN

THE HOSPITAL. / l

I TRY TO
ESCAPE, BUT T
| ALWAYS END UP
THERE.

| MANAGE To DO

ONLY THING T

15 REACH A
BARRELD
. WINDOW...

7

I DON'T
KNOW. WHY
CBUT IT MAKES
ME VERY SAD,

¥ ENCHANTED WATER.

SHADPOWS OF THE
EARTH ELEMENT,
S04K IN THE




COUNTDOWN TO DETONATION:
59 SECONDPS.

1S THIS
NORMALT!

" HOW GAN T
DO &UCH A THING

AND BE A GOoODP

PERSON?

I GUESS IT'S OVER.
WHAT A STRANGE
way TO DIE.

AT LEASLT...
ADAM WILL &EE
LOMETHING REAL.

I LEFT
HIM WITH HIS
FATHER IN THE
HOLSPITAL.

I BE LIkE
THIS?

ik

AGAIN WITH
THATT IT'S NOT
YOUR JO8&,

YOU'RE EIGHTEEN
YEARS OLD. You

HAVE & LOT TO
DISCOVER, IT'S NOT
THE TIME TO BE T¥ING
YOURSELF DOWN.

YOU DON'T HAVE
TO TAKE CARE OF
OTHER PEOPLE'S

PROBLEMS.

BUT IT'S
NOT THAT...

=

NO MORE
THINKING. HOW
PEACEFUL.

NO. ADAM 5
REJECTING THE
ENERGY

50 THE INFLUX
OF SHADPOWS [5
ATAYING HERE.

HOW CoULD I Do
SOMETHING LIKE
THAT AND NOT FEEL

SOMETHING LIKE
THAT. I... T JUST... T

- WAS AFRAID AND...

ADAM HAS A BLOCKAGE
THAT FREVENTS HIM
FROM ACCEFTING THE
EMNERGY,




5 ...YouU ARE
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\PEV RN
i \‘I\ (Il
\\“‘*WJ

v -

; ]
5 o

[}
1,
]

TR o ] : — T
'r,|;=|!|,'_;|!|ly AW . ™ THERE ARE THINGS T YOoU ARE ...ARE WAVES
\ |||!:' 'i"_i: il fl'l' H ESCAFE YOU. 1l |_'- i BODIES. o
G TR il -
[ |
Y
Il'
o
ARy |
\..I II '.Ii' I
A
I DON'T KNOW. MAYEBE YOUR
ADAM WILL DIE FROM EFPIRITS...
OVERLOALD. MAYBE THIS _ e
THING WILL EXPLOPE. - =
NSRS : A EVEN IN THE ...you iy
N S WA \[ /A~ ESEEX, . i DISTANCE... W “"R,fj:"f;:'{”‘s - UH? THE
b - IF HE DOESN'T f You, ARPAM o ¢ ; ,\\\h’ syt \& EHADOWS..
5 - \] ACCEPT IT?! NAND JACOB... v 2 = e
S |
o e T P e p
o B i e W e A
o el W\
W WA T
= M=\
I = : J|.-_.-'- &
n
1 - ¢
o > 7 &
L1 i =
LN \h' 3
\\'\ v W ALL THIS
i N \ JUST TO
T A ‘ CIER!
F"
IS0 e — ~a .~ /A A BT LY | B e D N - -
You DON'T — ' ‘
" REALIZE IT. ENOU T DON'T 1 = ’D
: / see mucH |\ :
e W HARMONY /. =
N ) HERE! /, =
o i
t -
R RN
L4 iR Vi
A " ; p—1
& N e @
_.-P/ o




COUNTDOWN TO PETONATION:
Z3 SECONDS.










...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE 15 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING U& WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN I858UE,
PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPI&SODES, OR VIPEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE -CONSIDER SUPPORTING US THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 2% PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UP&SURGE

INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!
LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/S5IMONOGATARI



