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WHAT...

HAPPENED?

HOW...7T

WHAT DO You
THINKT YOU AND
HE GOT BEAT
(§]=4

--AND
WE'RE IN A
CITY AGAIN.

THE PRIEST
ULEDR THE
PORTAL.

ME... T
GOT DISCI-
PLINED.

-
-
s

.
. \

W cop.
REALLYT

HE'S BEEN
STABBED...
CLOSE TO THE

40 WHAT
UNGH HE'S

COMICS, HIS
MANSION HAS A
SUPER-MEDITA-
TION ROOM. AC-

HEALING...

WHAT ABOUT THE
PRIEST? WHY DID HE
LEAVE US& ALIVET DON'T
YOU THINK THERE ARE
PRIORL..7

SO W

e

WHERE YOU ARE! HOW DO You
KNOW IF HIS MANSION 1& HERET
THE CITY 15 AFFECTING You!

HI& MANSION POPS UP IN
THE MAGICK MIPPOINT OF
EVERY CITY!

FOLLOWING
ORDERS FROM
SKULLFACE?

FUCK. Do You

LIKE THI&? I'M JUST
TRYING TO HELP!

HAVE TO TAKE IT ALL'

RIGHT,
LIKE AT THE
BASET

NONE OF THAT WOULD'VE
HAPPENED IF YOU HAD
LISTENED TO ME! WHAT

DO I HAVE TO DO TO

MAKE YOU LISTEN

TO ME?

I'M HERE
WITH YOou
NOwW, AREN'T
II7 DOESN'T
THAT COUNT
FOR SOME-
THINGT

GOD, SIGURD. IF
I HAD &TOCKS IN 1
YOUR EGO, I'D BE

FUCKING RICH.

HOW DO "\
WE GET OUT,

MR. MAGICK TUST OPENED
TWO PORTALS. HE'S THE
ONLY SUPERHERO WE'VE

ENCOUNTERED... I SAY IT'S

BETTER TO KEEF HIM

ALIVE.

//

fr‘flé\

"ANYWAY. REGARD-
LE&S, WE'RE HERE.
THE WaAY THINGS
ARE GOING, IT'S
BEST WE &TAY FO-
CUSED AND WORK
AL OME. I THINK T
CAN USE THE HAND
NOW..."

"AGREED. MAYBE
THEN YOU'LL &EE
FOR ONCE THAT I'M
NOT £0..."

"T ASSUME THAT
ON THIS MISSION
YOU'RE PRETEND-
ING TO BE WITH THE
EB&T. LIKE ME; IN A
waY. LET'S FOCUS
OMN GETTING OUT
OF THE FUCKING
cITY".

"PERFECT".

50 HOW DPOES
YOUR HAND WORK?
ITS... IT'S LIKE
MINE, RIGHT?".

"YES. T SHOOT...I
DPON'T KNOW, LIKE
OBJECTS OF LIGHT.
SUPFOSEDLY T
COULD CREATE
LOMETHING THEY
CALL A LIGHT
MIRROR. YOU CAN
DO THE SAME,
RIGHT? YOoU HAVE
PLAIN SHADOWS,
BUT You CAN
REFINE THEM AND
MAKE THE SHADOW
MIBROR?"

'YYELS",

"YOU PUT MULTIPLE
PEOPLE ON THE
BASE UNDER THE
MIRROR",

"AH. YES, BUT I
DON'T REMEMBER.
I CANT DOIT
VOLUNTARILY"

“RIGHT".
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SEEMS THAT
WE'VE RETURNED TO
THE REALITY THAT T
| GENERATE... MEDIEVAL
\ \ FANTALY, FOLKLORE.

MaYBE THEIR
PRIOCRITY 15 ATTACK-
ING SIGURD ANDP THE

OTHER.

DON QUIXOTE, THE LEG-
ENDS OF.. ANYWAY.

WELL-, WE ARE

W ON HIGH ALERT. THEY

BROUGHT USs HERE,
50 ASSUME WE'RE

ON A TRAR

THEY DON'T KNOW ABOUT
SIGURD'S CONDITION.
THEY TRUST HIM. ADAM...

YES, HE 1S IN DAN-

-

STORIES ALWAYS B
HAPPEN.

WHAT
NDITIONT TR
}k\ AR

% I >
Ry
A

"FINE, TO WHERE
THE BLIND MAN I&
POINTING, THEN,

HOW'S YOUR
FRIEND? HE SEEMS
STABLE, DOESN'T
_HE?

V 8UT I HOPE
HE WAKES UP J
; LOON. _d

= "WOULDN'T HURT US

TO HAVE HIS BRAIN

WORKING TO GET
OouUT OF HERE."

HAPPENED?
ARE WE &TILL
INSIDE THE SUNT
THERE HAS BEEN...
LIKE & FLICKER
OF REALITY

YES. YOUR GROUFP
SEPARATELD. THE ONE THAT N
PETERMINED THE SHAFE OF THIS
ENVIRONMENT HAS LEFT... BUT
THINGS HAVE HARDLY CHANGED
HERE; I IMAGINE YOUR CONSCIOUS-
NESS (& ALREADPY TOO
INTERESTED IN THIS.

it s

ADAMT HMMM.
WAS IT VOLUN-
TARY, OR...7

NO IPEA, I CAN'T

MAYBE T SHOULD LEAVE.
L'VE CONNECTED WITH MY
LHADOW... I CAN RETURM

HIM TO MY BODY NOW.

BE IN 50 MANY
PLACES AT THE
SAME TIME.

AGREEL. T
DON'T HAVE
MUCH TIME
LEFT, BALDIE.

...AT THE SAME TIME...
WE DON'T KNOW HOW
TO GET OUT.

AND IN THAT
DIAMOND...
SAUNIERE.

...I COULD
LEARN...




I KNEW MY SUSPI-
CIONS WERE RIGHT!
I DON'T KNOW WHAT
THIS DIAMOND SPA-

I KNEW IT.

CE 15, BUT...!

I KNEW &OME-
THING WAL
WRONG!

COME ON,
YOU'RE ALMOST
THERE.

M=-MY BRAIN HAS
THE POWER OF A NEGA-
ELECTRIC STAR INSIDE.

"THIS" WORLD, A&
OPPOSED TO

|‘J||;I:r||“'|"ll i

f
¢ Il'

'/ GOING TO DESTROY
THI& WORLD!

N
b

N

)

YE&? GOOD
FOR YOU. AND
WHAT & COINCIPENCE
THAT YouU ARRIVED
JUST WHEN I WAS
HERE. FROM
EARTH!

YOU'VE
TRAVELED BY
SHIP TO THE
SUN, HAVEN'T

WE-WE USED A...
SPACESHIP?

COME ON, COME ON.
PON'T LIE TO YOUR-

YOU KNOW WHAT THIS 1S,
DON'T YOUT YOU'VE KNOWN
ALL ALONG. THE ME&SSAGE IN
THE BOTTLE. AND YET, YOU

COULDPN'T HELF BUT PRETEND
YOU DIDN'T KNOW...

BUT HE-WHO-KNOWS CAN'T
IGNORE £0OMETHING HE DOESN'T
KNOW, 20 HERE YOU ARE. HERE
YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN.

oeL... DON'T

YOUR FAMILY.
WiL You TELL
THEM THE TRUTH?

THE REAL YOU. IF WE CAN
CALL YOU A PER&SON. YOU'RE
THE OMNE-WHO-KNOWS. TELL
ME, HAVE YOU REDPISCOV-

ERED WHAT THIS 1& THAT

» CAREFUL. WE ARE
IN SINKHOLE CITY: IT'S
THE DARK PERIOD WHEN
MR. MAGICK MOVED TO
THIS CITY, TO TRY TO
FIGHT AGAINST POLICE
CORRUFPTION.

IN HINDSIGHT, WHAT
AN IDIOTIC IDEA. A MAGE,
FIGHTING AGAINST MOB-
ETERS AND WHOREMON-

GERING COPS.

THE OTHERS HAVE
DEACTIVATED THE

WAL T LIKE
THAT BEFORE?
THE CITY OF &U-
PERHEROES THAT 4

YOoU SAW. _

NO. IN FACT,
WE'VE BEEN
PROGRESSING
THROUGH THE
COMIC BOOK
ERAS, T THINK.
SILVER,
BRONZE...

AND THIS |& THE
DARK AGE, RIGHT?
MY FAVORITE ERA. WHEN
COMICS BECAME "REALIS-
TIC", WITH ALL THE HEROES
BECOMING PSYCHOPATHS OR
SUFFERING FROM ERECTI-
LE DYSFUNCTION.




I WONPER... IF

HEH. 540 WEIRD e
IT'S A CLUE, ADVANCING \

TO FEEL NO&STAL-
GIC FOR THIS

IF WE CAN
PREDICT THE
&TYLE OF THE

Wo... WAHG! 4

N You KILLED
Lk PHILLIE YOU

) THE CAR WHEN

%-\ IT EXR..7!

) )WHATEVER. GAM-

(_ BINO £4Y8 Hil

SOME VILLAIN DI&-
GUISED AS A COP, OR
CORRUPT COPS.

=

> WHAT'S HAP-
b PENING? AREN'T

b THEY ALL COPS&T

PEATH TO
THE GAMBING
FAMILYY

QUICHK, TO THE
ALLEYS.

IF T REMEMBER
CORRECTLY, MR. MAGICK'S ’
| MANSION WAS ACROSS THE
TRAVERS RIVER. T THINK
IT'S THAT DIRECTION...

{
"‘—\.._‘_‘_\_‘-

>

ARE YOU SURE
THIS |1& A GOOD IPEAT
THOSE COPS STARTED

SHOOTING IN TWO
LECONDS...!

WHAT CHOICE DO )
WE HAVET ABANDON MPR.
MAGICKT THIS HAS TO MAKE
SOME SENSE!

i

.HAVEN'T
You ALREADY
ABANDONED ONE,
WHO WAS ALSO
A REAL MU-
MANZ

THAT'S
DIFFER-
ENT!

r WHAT'S 80 HARD TO
UNPERSTAND 7

THINK ABOUT IT. WE'RE
IN A PLACE WHERE THERE
SHOULD BE SUPERHEROES,
BUT WE'VE ONLY FOUND MR.
MAGICK. MY FAVORITE
HERO!

DO YOU BELIE-

THERE HAS TO BE
VE THIS WILL 4

A REASON, IT'S
PART OF... 3

OF WHAT? WHAT W
DOES IT MATTER,
THAT YOU TERKED

OFF TO HIM?

FUCK, SIGURD! DO YouU HAVE
TO BE 50 NEGATIVE ALL THE
FUCKING TIMET YOU READ
THIS &HIT Too!

DIDN'T IT MAKE YOU
PREAM THAT WE CouLD
LIVE IN A BETTER WORLD?T

You HAVE Too
MUCH FAITH IN THIS.

MOST COMICS ARE NOTH-
NG MORE THAN TWO
GUYS IN LEOTARDS RUS-
. BING EACH OTHER
W REALLY HARD. _

ALL THAT BULLSHIT ABOUT
DPRESSING IT UP WITH MORALS
AND TUSTICE AND BLAHBLAH..
IT'S& MAKEUF FOR THE

" LIKE GIRLS
AND THEIR "ROMAN-
CE” NOVELS.

YOU BNOW. THEY READ IT
BECAUSE |IT'S THEIR PORN, BUT
THEY PRETEND IT'S SOMETHING
MORE SERIOUS, BECAUSE IT'S A
BOOK. COAT THE SHIT IN GOoLD

TO PRETEND YOU'RE

57 BETTER...
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EMPTY "FORTRESS"\ X
' " [gusT LIKE THE ATOMIC).

FOUR. THE PLACE

LECRET CITY A
RECURRING
LEITMOTIF.. e

SEE SOME-
THING THAT LOOKS
LIKE A GRIMOIRE?

WE HAVE TO FIND
A WAY TO TELE-

=

.\
e
[‘-F\\h\i\““.‘

HEY. THIS... T %
THINK THIS 1& AN-
OTHER SAUNIERE [Q

THIS TIME IT'S
NOT IN COMIC
BOOK FORMAT,
BUT...

£0 THE HERE-
MITES WERE
HERE.

~ WHAT DOES
IT &AY7

"A coalition of gentlemen

educated in the arcane -

arts", said the voice of
Providence inside the heart
of Sauniére, "a coalition of
experts who, with benevo-

lence, will guide the
human tribe".

Hekd

\
X

_.5AUNIERE, LEGENDS
2,4, FOUND THAT HE
COULD NOT CONVINCE
ANY MAGE FROM AN-
OTHER COUNTRY...

The four elements.

Earth, water, fire, air.
In occultism, they repre-
sented multiple things,
but the most basic is
that the earth is a met-
aphor for the body and
its needs, that water
signifies emotions and
feelings, that air is the
mind and its thoughts,
and that fire...

The knight-mage Sau-
niére was al a cross-

roads.

...5OMETHING ABOUT SAU-
NIERE HAVING A SMALL
DICK AND NOT ACHIEVING
HIS GOALS...

50 THIS 1S WHAT IT wWAas
ABOUTT THE COMIC BOOK
PAGE, THIS...

-..I GUESS THE
STORY ENDS WITH HIM
CREATING AN INTERNATIONAL
SHADOW LEAGUE OF MAGES,
RIGHT? A PROTO-EBL.

"Excess of water,” thought
Sauniére. "Too much weep-
ing and sensitivity; too
much complaining. Flabbiness
is not shed by weeping, it
is shed by raging fire".

BN
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WAIT, WHAT? HE
&TOLE IT? THERE'S
NO COFY HERE?

"Would it not be the greatest

honor, the highest act of

heroism, to take this wounded

and manipulated people and

lead them toward a life as

hollowed out of pitfalls and
villainy as possible?"

As Sauniére intoned those

words, his heart burned with
determination. And yet, "Why

dont my brothers of other
nations listen to me? What
am I lacking, that neither
my words nor my telepathy
abate their defenses?"

£0 HE REPEATED WHAT
HE DID ONCE BEFORE; HE
STOLE AN ELEMENT FROM A
CITY; THE FIRE ELEMENT,
THIS TIME.

that fire

embodies
the

will".

His augurs insisted on the
need to unify Eurcpe from the
shadows, to create a group
that would promote the ratio-
nalist values of the French
Revolution so that the people
would forget what little they

A smile dawned on Sau-
niére's face.

IF THERE'S NO
Y coPy, THA cITY
M\ COULD BE DEGRAD- il
N ING.... HEY!l 4




WHAT WAS

"WHAT'S
HAPPENING?"

PIES. ON THE
GROUND..._~

WHAT'S TH...T
A SHIP? AND... A
KEYBOARDT!

"/ ARE THEY COMING
FROM INSIDE... OR
EMANATING FROM

LOOKS LIKE A
RIVER OF DEAD
FPEOPLE...

THERE ARE MUL-
TIPLE COPIES OF
THREE OF THE
ATOMIC FOUR...

HEY! THERE,
ON THE &HIP!

-







GOIS:. SAU-
NIERE...

"..IT WAS WHAT KEPT

THE SPELL THAT SUG- [ A 1

TAINS THIS PLACE
ACTIVE".

N .\\\\\\\‘\‘\\I”‘
)

THIS 1S THE DARK
HOUR BEFORE...

OH, GOD. OH,

WHAT HAVE I...7

g EVEN BEING

FICTION... MY

I'VE SEEN HIM
RECOVER FROM
WORSE. 54EE, IT

ALL FITS.

THIS WAY. T THINK
I KNOW WHERE
THE ROOM |5,

TEKIRIELER ISR T oA
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SIGURD. DID YOU 'y
KNOW...7 WHAT'S
HAPE..?

WE WERE '

| LOOKING FOR
THE EXIT,

--------

..;...-..“
ST 1| '
'

ADAM, SHUT UP.
DO WHAT THEY
ALK YOoU TO DPO.
WE CAN GET oUT
OF HERE.

| L

)

50 IT CREATES &TO-

RIES. OLD STORIES, FULL
OF HOLES. THE NATURE OF
THE &ITE ALLOWS US TO
TELEPORT INSIDE...

f
{

---BUT NOT GET OUT.
TO GET OUT, YOU HAVE
TO REACH THE CONCLU-
&ION OF THE &STORY.

b

ONLY S8TORIES
WITHOUT AN ENDING
ARE ETERNAL.

I-IF THAT'S WHAT

YOU WANT, WE ARE ALSO

LOOKING FOR A WAY OUT,

/ MR. MAGICK SEEMS TO /°
BE THE KEY..

AH, BUT THIS
& WHERE YOUR
THOUGHTS AND
MINE TURN IN-
HARMONIC,

[ WHAT...? WHAT i
& THIS...?

iy /-
,- S // 4

&TORIES ARE PSEUDORITU-
ALLS, MOVEMENTSE OF THE
SPIRIT THAT HAPPEN WHEN
YOU PUT ON THE PROTAGO-
NI&ST'S COSTUME.

YOU DO NOT UN-
DERSTAND WHAT A
£TORY |&.

THE BEGINNING FOCUSES THE RITUAL, THE MIDDLE ACTI-
VATES THE CATALYSTS, AND THE END... THE END 1& THE
SPIRITUAL CATHARSIS, WHICH CAN HAPPEN VIA VICTORY
OR TRAGEDY. IT'& JUST A MATTER OF SELECTING THE

D RIGHT NARRATIVE THREADS...

YOU THINK THAT SAVING
HIM |1& THE HAPPY ENDING
THAT WILL TAKE YOU oUT

OF HERE. BUT, FOR
ME, THE STORY |1&
NOT THERE.

I SAW IT WITH

REDOUBLED CLARITY
WHEN I DIPN'T EVEN HAVE
TO SEPARATE YOU FROM
THE GROUP IN THAT PORTAL.
YOU DID IT YOUR&SELF, FOL-
LOWING YOUR HERO.

- THE STORY, EVIDENT
IN THE FORM THIS ENTITY
HAS TAKEN FOLLOWING YOUR
INNER ECHO, |15 THAT OF A CHILD
TAKING REFUGE IN THE RUINS

OF HIS DREAMS.

WHERE THERE ARE NO CONSPIR-

TIONS AND MORAL ALIGNMENT

SEEKING REFUGE
IN A SIMPLE WORLD WHERE

YOUR FRIENDPS DON'T BETRAY
YOU AND RUIN YOUR LIFE...

WITH SIGURD AT
YOUR &IDE, THE STORY
WAS OBVIOUS. THE ENDING,
TOO. GIVING YOU ONE LAST
CHANCE TO SAVE YOUR

ACIES OR SUBTERFUGES, AND
PEOPLE WEAR THEIR AFFILIA-

ON THEIR COSTUMES...

HERO...




...ONLY TO
TAKE IT AwWAY
AT THE LAST
MOMENT.

AHA! WE
WERE RIGHT.

TRAGEDY OPENED
OUR PASSAGE TO
THE OUTSIDE
WORLD!

#( WELL, THEN.
£

"IN THE CITY OF
HEROES, SAUNIERE
MADE OF HI& WILL

&£0LID FIRE",

LET'S GO,
AGENTS. BEFORE
IT CLOSES.

BOSS, HERE'S ONE
OF THE &YLLA-
BLES.

OH, OF COURSE.
WHAT WAS THE
VERSET

BE CAREFUL. THE CITY
1S GOING TO BECOME...
UNRULY. BUT IF YOU

WELL...

CAN'T SURVIVE IT, A

...YOU WOULDN'T

YOU'RE CARRYING,
WOouLD YoU...7

I WOULD INVITE YOU
TO COME. THE FOR-
TAL WILL BE CLOAING
S00N. HOWEVER... IN

w MY ESTIMATION...

DESERVE THE HANDS

...BOTH OF YoUu
NEED TO LIVE YOUR
LIES AND &TAY

wow, You

HIT ME. I'M

GOING, T'M
GOING.

PISPLAY OF POWER,
ADAM, I CANNOT BUT
RBUN IN HORROR.




... 7O BE CONTINUED

&EE YOU IN ABOUT,%ﬁ DAYS (IDEALLY; S&OME
ISSUES TS €0-OR; UHM, MORE):-WE-KEEP THE
RELEASE DATE UPDATED ON THE FACEBOOHK FIXED
POST. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN SUPPORTING US &0
WE CAN GET ISSUES OUT FASTER AND GET DRAW-
INGS/SIKETCHES OF FUTURE I58UES, EARLY
ACCESS TO A WORK-IN-PROGRESS VERSION OF
THE NEXT ISSUE, OR VIPEOS SHOWING HOW WE
DRAW A PAGE, PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING US
THROUGH PATREON AT THE $3 LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE GET ENOUGH HELP, WE MAY BE ABLE TO
'MAKE UPSURGE A MONTHLY &ERIES. THANKS!
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