Uk
X
1 ”
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AND THE &CORING... IT'S

0 O ) ALL GOING A LITTLE TOO...
» MANUFACTURED.
1 j S Y l

: L, 7
W gy SR
' s“‘-.l_.p 4
=l Em ) ) T MANAGE TO SCORE, BUT FRANCIS 16
- ! b, ~ o ALWAYS AHEAD. AND THE INCOMPETENCE
' 7 4 5> - ¢ OF ESSEX... IT'S JUST TOO MUCH. MAKING

A MOCKERY OF U4,




HAHAHAHA, ARE YOU
THREATENING MET THAT'S
£0 FUNMNY. I &TILL &EE
THE KID IN YOU... HOW
OLD WERE YOU,

207

YoU PON'T
HAVE WHAT
IT TAKES,

YOU AND ESSEX
WERE ALWAYS AT
EACH OTHER'S
THROATS, AND NOW
HE'S NOT GETTING A
SINGLE DECENT

HOW AM I TO BLA-
ME FOR HI& PLAYST
HE'S ALWAYS BEEN
IMPATIENT, AND
POKER REQUIRES
PATIENCE...

ESSEX, YoOu
HAD ALREADY
OFEMED THE
FIRST POOR
BEFORE &IGNING
UF, RIGHT?

ANYONE'S
BUYING A
CARD?

CHANGING
THE SUB-

BIT BOLD, NOT
YOU'RE BARELY

CONCEALING
IT.

PART OF THE
EBI AT THAT

E&SEX. DO YOU
THINK AlLL TEA-
CHERS ARE YOUR
ENMEMIES?

THE MAGIC SIGIL
WAL SUPFOSED TO AT-
TRACT AN ANCIENT COIN,
AND WHAT YOU BROUGHT

WERE YOU THE ONE
WHO IMPLANTED THE
MEASUREST MY VISION
MHEVER DETECTED
THEM! HOW IS THAT

?
FOSSIELE? LOME THINGS

ALWAYS ESCA-
FED YoU,

THAT MATTERS 15
i : : / il ; THE RITUAL OF
b e — B e b 4 _ f R \ THE DOOR.

DIDN'T KNOW?
THE BLACK
BULLET?

MARKES YOU
WEAK, THIS
&TUFE

DIVINATION, YOU BETTER ANSWER I DON'T GIVE A
SIGILS... - OR THI& FARCE OF A FUCK IF YOU HAVE THE
BAH. - ’ 5 THIRD DOOR OR THE

BODY MANIPULATES
SUSTAINED BECAUSE WE

MY FUCKING MIND,
HAVE ABIDED &Y YOUR TRAITORI
RULES...!

FUCK YOUR

"PATIENCE". T
COULD BE PLAYING
WITH MY HAND DI&-

I DIDN'T EXPECT
CLOLED AND IT TO WIN, BUT &HO-
WOULD MAKE NO ’ VING ME TO THE
DIFFERENCE! P o N BOTTOM OF THE
N LiaT..!

HM. OR MAYBE YOU
FPARTICIPATE BECAUSE,
PEEP DOWN, YOU DPON'T WANT
TO SEE ME AS AN ENEMY. A
SENSIELE PECISION, UMLESS, [
OF COURSE, T AM WHAT 2
You SaY T AM. :

BUT THAT'S THE
THING. THE PARA-
NORMAL EBL WAS
NEVER YOUR ENEMY.
EVEN IF T DID WHAT
You &AY I DID... HOW /= »
\_HAVE I BETRAYED /

BUT HEY, YOU'RE
CLEARLY CHEATING. THE
QUESTION 1& WHETHER T'LL
LIMIT MYSELF TO UNCOVE-
RING YOUR CRAF OR I'LL
BEAT YOU TO A PULP FOR
BEING A TRAITOR.

FOLLOWING &TAN-
DARD PROCEDURE 15
: TREASONT I MEAN, ONE
COULD ARGUE THAT, PERHAPS,
THE ONLY THING THAT MAKES
A LEGAL MAGE LEGAL, A&
OPFPOSED TO ILLEGAL, 1S THE
A CERTAINTY OF THE EBI THAT
THEY WILL FOLLOW CER-
. TAIN PROTOCOLS.

" T —
b, T YOU WANTED TO
-/ BE LEGAL MAGICIANS
AND, PERHAPS, THAT
WAS PART OF THE
PRICE.



"NOTHING'S FREE IN THIS
WORLD".

OOPS.
POKER. HOW
LUCKY, HM7T

72 POINTS.
I THINK YOU'RE

|
!lll

F

READY
TO TAKE THE
BULLET? A PEAL
15 A PEAL.

1]

OH, YOou
[ GOT THE DRINK
ALREADYT THAT
WAS FAST.

THE BULLET.
AN UNDEFINED

THREAT. ALMOST
AS IF IT WERE...
A RIDDLE.

|

i

{]
[}
/]
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FOUR EIGHTS.
TWO ON THE
TABLE, TWO IN
HIS HAND. JUST
ONE CARD
DRAWN.

YOU SHOULD
BE CAREFUL,
WITH THOSE
HEELS...

-sgeegg IV E NN

THE GAME... HE
WOULDPN'T LET US
GET UP BECAUSE THE
GAME HAD ALREADY
STARTED, BUT HE
HADN'T DEALT ANY

--YOU CAN'T AFFORD

TOO MUCH ALCOHOL,

CAN YOUT YOU'LL END

UP FACEPLANTING ON
THE FLOCR.

EVERYTHING 15 THERE §
TO BE SEEN. |5 THE
POKER GAME PART OF
ANOTHER GAMET

WAIT... WHAT DID
ESSEX JUST SAY?T

HM? ARE YoUu
IMPLYING THAT
I'M CHEATING,

I DON'T
LIKE TO BE
LIED TO,
THAT SAID. FRANCIS.

WHAT NUM-

NO, NOT TALKING %
ABOUT THAT. YoU
LAUGH WHEN I CALL
You A TRAITOR, ‘
BUT..

YOUR FACE 14 LIKE THE °
BALD ASS OF ONE OF
THOSE MONKEYS.

PART OF THAT

.--I'M REMEM-
BERING ALL
THESE MO~

MENTS...




I JUST REALIZED... . }
YOU WERE ALWAYS GIVING U VR b A Ve e e
UL LESSONS, GUIDING US IN THINK ABOUT IT. WHAT : A O fsEeNyou N e
OUR &TUDIES. AT THE TIME, DOES AGE HAVE TO i THE FIELD R ~:\
I DIDPN'T THINK ANYTHING 0o WITH YOUR LEVEL Y k SR
OF IT BECAUSE, AFTER BF MAGICAL KW . TEST o .
ALL, YOU WERE OLDER Lt Tl . N
THAN US... i L _H i
- y .
ek
s it e 4 ‘,. ||. i
el N P
e e RS You ARE
: ; i 1Yy BETTER THAN I EX-
T T R e ‘WS PECTED. yoU LOOKED
......... Sl d R T T ¥ LIKE... MORE THAN &TU-
: 2 il [ DENTS, YOU LOOKED

LIKE PETECTIVES.
HAVE ¥YOU THOUGHT

ABOUT IT?
AND YOu,
BUT YOU WERE CRAIG: Co- JACOB'S VISION A =
GIVING Us LES- AR 7P\
% b s AND ESSEX'S NOSE. ig\ \‘_
3 THEY WOULD BE
USEFUL FOR THE @. R :
POLICE. e e o
3 W |/ THE oTHERS,
i OFFICE OR INDUS-

TRY, I BET. BUT you
GUYS... T THINK THERE
ARE STILL COP-MA-
GES IN SOUTHERN
EUROPE.

RIGHT THERE
IN PLAIN SIGHT, HUHT
YOU HAD MORE EXPE-
BIENCE BECAUSE
You... WEREN'T A
ATUPENT.

"YOU BOTH &PEAK
SPANISH, DON'T

IEA
THINK...

' =..THAT THE GAME WE

I &TILL DON'T KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE UP TO,
BUT I HEAR THINGS,
YOU A&SSHOLES! YOU

ARE PLAYING |1& NOT
WHAT WE THOUGHT IT
WAL, EVERYTHING |&
THERE TO BE SEEN...

DPON'T FOOL ME!

...AND THE TRAPS ARE
FPART OF IT. AND HIS
THREATS... ARE THE

QUESTION MARK OF A
QUESTION NEVER UT-

TERED.

IN ORDER TO MAKE
PEOPLE WANT TO
FPARTICIPATE IN A&

GAME, YOU NEED TO

MAKE WINNING AT- 4

WE COULD NOT GET
UP FROM THE TABLE
BEFORE THE GAME
HAD &TARTED.

I'm
HEARING

WHAT & THE GAME k\;r;;\ﬁ\\

TRACTIVE... WE ARE FPLAYINGF
JACOB.
I. 0 CARD? |
O —(/
[+] —
| [
f =
) A | ?

...OR
MAKE
THEM FEAR
PEFEAT. THE
THIRD POOR.

THE WaAY HE'S
TREATING ESSEX.
THE BULLET. THE
THIRE POCR.

- I ALMOAT GOT IT. IT'S
\j"""- e WHAT ESSEX SAYS: HE WAS
W \ ALways GUIDING US.

"vou
TWO HAVE
TALENT". i

R
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3 ( TERED. THEY WERE

PROJTECLT'S SUB-

R |

MY MEMORIES...
ARE A BIT &CAT-

MANIPULATED, T

ORDINATE WAS
A WOMAN, AND
THE LEADER...

ADAM, HAVE N
YOou FOUND
LOME FRIEND

HEY! COME, &IT
DOWN. WE'RE IN
LUCHK.

\\{

THIS |1&
TOAKIM, AN
EBT AGENT...

- AND SHADOWGENE
EXPERIMENT.

S50 IT'S TRUE. THIS
& A NEUTRAL ZONE.
WE THOUGHT IT wWAS
DISINFORMATION... A
TRAP TO CAPTURE

CABALISTS.

HMM, WELL,
THIS 15 CONVE-
NIENT FOR THE

EBTL. BUT NO, THE

PLACE I&SN'T A

PROFILE OF WHO mAY
BE BEHIND THE &HAD-

HE'S GIVING ME IN-
FORMATION AND A

OWGENE PRO-

THE WOMAN, TOHANNA.. X
I DON'T KNOW THE LAST
NAME. SHE HAD A
BLACK MARK ON HER
FACE. SHADOWGENE, T
GUESS. BUT SHE
LOOKED... NORMAL.

HE &SPOKE OF A
CERTAIN ZIEGLER
AS IF HE WERE
THE LEADER OF
), THE PROTECT.

THESE ARE THE MOST
RELEVANT BASES THAT
I REMEMBER. IT ISN'T
MUCH AND IT'S PROBA-
BLY NOT RELIABLE,
BuT...

NO OFFENSE, BUT... WHY
ARE YOU HELPING U&7
GIVEN YOUR CONDITION...
THE EBI & JTUST ABOUT
THE ONLY PLACE THAT
CAN TREAT YOU IF You
NEED CARE.

FUCK THEM.
DON'T YOUu
SEE MY FACET,

ALL BE-
CAULE OF
A TawW SUR-

GERY.

- THEY TRACK ~_

PEOPLE THEY CON- \
S4IDER TO BE CANDI-
DATES. ONE OF THEIR |
FAVORITE WAYS OF KID- |
NAPPING 1& TO WAIT /.
UNTIL YOU NEED /
SURGERY.. .

FRETEND You
DIE DURING THE
OFERATION.

~ e NS



YOU HAVE BECOME

EVERY DAY, AFTER THE FAMOUS, YOU KNOW, THE GIRL YOU RES- HEY, HEY. YOU SURE LOOK AT : t. T 62 POINTS!
MY FAMILY THINKS T'M THAT SHE WAS UNLESS YOU'RE LYING : THOUGHT.

DEAD. -~ YOUR EX? -~ TO US... : : _ .
. ey | N A

REALLYT JACOB 70. 4

PEOPLE
KNOW MEZ

AND
EALEX... A s, ' AND, FINALLY,
VERY WORTHY [ 2T A \\ \ MY&ELF. 85
17 POINTS. | \ _ POINTS,

DO WE
NEED TO CONTI-
NUE? WE CAN, IF
YOU WANT, BUT...

THAT'S WHY... YES,
THE EBI IS THE ONLY
THING T HAVE LEFT,
BUT... THE EBL CAN
LIVE WITHOUT THE

FUCKING SHADOW-
GENE.

.YOUVE LOST. T'LL BE
BENEVOLENT. I GIVE YOU TWO
OPTIONS: GO ON 'TIL THE END,

LOSE, AND EAT THE BLACK

BULLET, WHOSE EFFECTS

You PON'T KNOW...

YES. THE THREE
THAT YOU SAVED RE-
CENTLY, YOUR ATTACKS
TO THE LABS... THE AS-

1
\

WHEN I SAW SAULT ON THE BASE IN -YOU ARE
YOU... IT WAS LIKE : =ty RISKING YOUR
A GIFT FROM LIFE.
HEAVEM.

Y]

.--OR SURRENDER
NOW, IN WHICH CASE T
WOULD USE MY CONTACTS
IN THE PARANORMAL EBT
TO HAVE YOU RECRUITEDR !
UNDER SURVEILLANCE. A g
SEMI-AMNESTY, IT. WITHOUT LEAV- WANTED? HE KNOWS
ING THE TABLE, OF WE'RE NOT GOING TO
COURSE. GIVE IN, RIGHTT

HE HASN'T
EVEN SAID WHAT
THE BULLET I&.
HOW CAN WE
ASSESS...T

IVE &STARTED TO
S4EE THE PLAN, BUT
I &TiL..

IS5 HE REALLY
THREATENING UST

ESSEX'S GOING TO

ATTACK. BUT THE

THIRD DOOR... WE

DON'T KNOW WHAT
IT CAN DO.




MAYBE THAT'S WHY You
AND T THIS WAL NOTHING ALLOWED CHEATING.

WONPDER... A
MORE TH-TN A FILL THE AIR IF THE CARD GAME
COLE... PUZZLE YOU WAS WHAT MATTERED,

WITH WORDPS.
WANTED US TO THAT Way. YOU WOULDN'T ALLOow
SOLVE. THE RULES TO BE

BEROKEMN.

WELL, I
GUESS IT'S

-.IF T GET A
PIECE OF IN-
FORMATION

IT WILL LEAD
ME TO ANOTH-
ER AND THEN

AMNOTHER AND

I WILL END UP
WITH THE WHOLE
PICTURE, THE
SOLUTION...

YOU SAID IT AT
I KNOW WE R/ THE BEGINNING: WE
ARE NOT PLAYING ] COULDN'T GET UP
POKER. THI& 1&... A BECAUSE THE GAME
MENTAL CHALLENGE, - - HAD &TARTED...
A RIDDLE.

...BUT You
HADN'T EVEN DEALT
ANY CARDS, WHILE
YOU WERE SAYING
&TUFF LIKE "EVERY-
THING 15 IN SIGHT",
ETC.

THAT'S WHY
HE'S HERE. HE'S AN- AH. PERCEPTIVE,

OTHER FPIECE OF THE JACOB. YOU'RE RIGHT

PUZZLE. HE'S THE /S ABOUT SEVERAL THINGS: IT
OPL ONE OUT: TALK A% IF You ...THE 5AME WaS DELIBERATE NOT TO

KNOW WHERE WAY YOU USED THE e — MENTION WHAT THE BLACHK
YOU'RE GOING. BLACK BULLET ON ; BULLET 15, TUST A& THE

Us &0 THAT WE } = PRESENCE OF COLE WAS,
WE ARE ALL CAN'T ATTACK _ IN A WAY, A CLUE.

YOU CREATE A NEU-

TRAL ZONE £0 THAT
MULTIPLE FACTIONS
CAN COME HERE...

.AND WE ELER
ARE THE ONLY o YOU THINK
I'M BLUFF-

INGT

FRAMNKFURT, EXCEPT

ATUDENTS OF THE FREL
MAGIC UNIVERSITY oj
FOR HIM.

cmasS IR NN NN AR EEENIEEENERENE

i

TWo
PROBLEMS,
HOWEVER. /

. YOU &TILL DON'T
DETECT BULLETS WELL.
THE BLACK BULLET DOESN'T
HAVE A SMALL "TRACE", IF
YOU ONLY SEE A &MALL
TRAIL... NO WONDER You
NEVER &AW THE ONE I
LOPGED IN YOU.

NOT EXACTLY. YOU CAN'T BE TOTALLY ..YOU HAVEN'T TOLD U4 IT& FUNCTION YOU POINTED OUT HOW I WAS NEVER ABLE

TO PETECT THE MENTAL MANIFULATION OF
LYING, BECALIGE E&EEX COULD END UP BECAUSE IT'S AN INTRINSIC PART OF THE EBL. I NEVER SAW THAT I HAD A BLOCK

READING YOUR HEARTBEAT. THE THE GAME. |IT'S BEING USED RIGHT THAT PREVENTED ME FROM ATTACKING ITS
THREAT... THE THREAT |1& REAL... NOW, I&N'T IT? LEADER... ANOTHER CLUE?

AND HIS &ILEN- =
CE, AL IF HE WERE
BARELY PRESENT... ' - — AND ALTHOUGH I
THE BLACK BUL- /- ; L AGREE THAT POKER
LET. .z - WASN'T THE REAL
: ' GAME...

I SEE A SMALL
TRACE OF MAGIC ON HIM,
IF T HAVE TO PEDUCE ITS
EFFECTS... HE SEEMS TO

BE IN A SLIGHT TRANCE
STATE, PROBABLY TO
PASS YOU CARDS YOU

. FINDING OUT
MNEED... I /HOW I WAS CHEATING

. ! ) MAYBE NOW
. BECAUSE 17'9,\\ ' || I'M SEEING THE EF-
PART OF THE GAME. : \ \ FECTS OF ONE OF THE
THE BULLET YOU'RE Lo e \ BULLETS, EFFECTS
THREATENING US 1 \ . : THAT T ONCE COULD
WITH.... I} - ' NOT RECOGNIZE.

was YOUR oMLY
CHANCE TO WIN. AND
YOouU DIDN'T,




"LET'S DO
IT QUICK,
HEN.

HOLD YOUR

BUT SEEING
HOW YOU'RE &0 FAR
FROM THE SOLUTION,
JACOB... WOULD BE TE-
pious TO DRAG THIS
OUT WHEN I sNOW
THE OUTCOME.

7 THE CARDS
HAVE FILED CARDS WITH
ELPGES. . INVISIBLE FILED
EDGES... SMELL

THAT REMINDED ME...
DIFFERENT.

A FRIEND OF MINE, HE
LIKES THIS "MAGIC"
STUFF, HE SHOWED ME
VIDEOS OF PENN AND
TELLER, TAMARIZ,
DAORTIZ...

SOME SMELLED
MORE, OTHERS LESS, YOU
VARIED THE NUMBER OF
MARKS TO DISTINGUISH THEM
BY TOUCH, OBVIOUSLY.

HE IDENTIFIED
THE CARDS &Y TOUCH
AMND COULD MOVE THEM WITH
INTENTIOMNALITY. HE WOULD
MAKE YOU THINK HE WAS
GIVING YOU THE FIRST CARD
IN THE DECH, BUT HE WAS
ACTUALLY GIVING YoU THE
LECOND ONE, ETC.

I PON'T KNOW
ALL THE TRICKS, BUT
BASICALLY, IF THE DUDE
WANTED TO GIVE YOU A
TWO, YOU'D GET
A TWO.

THAT'S 4
THE SHOE THING
YOU'VE BEEN DOING.
YOUR SIGNAL FOR
THEM TO ASK FOR

HE SHOWED ME A
VIDEO OF A... HE
WAS A BLIND GUY,
WHAT WAS HIS
NAME?

/—-=-"_"'=-.,\
/TH1$ GUY.. HE
MANIPULATED
THE CARDS AS
HE WISHED.

SEEING HOW
YOoU HANDPLE THE
CARDS. .. THE HAND
GESTURES... YOU'VE
CLEARLY LEARNED A
TRICK OR TWO. HOWEWV-
ER... SOMETHING
PIDN'T ADPD URP.

I KEPT
HEARING THOSE
MNOISES... THAT'S WHAT
THREW ME OFF. IF YOuU
CAN MANIPULATE THE
CARDS, WHAT WAS
THE POINT OF THE
NOISEST

JACOBE MADE
ME UNDERSTAND. T
REALLY THOUGHT WE
WERE ALL PLAYING INDI-
VIDUALLY... BUT THATS
NOT THE CASE.

I THOUGHT COLE
WAS TUST A MORON, BUT
WHEN JACOB SAID HE'S IN
TRANCE, I GOT IT. HE AND
CRAIG ARE PUPPETS --
CRAIG WILLINGLY, SINCE HE'S
WHORING HIMSELF FOR A
STUPID TJOB.

} CARDS...
ARTHRITIC FINGER " gk,
ON THE TRIGGER, : ]
FRANCIS. T HAVEN'T - 4 —
TALKED YET. ol i i i :

...BECAUSE YOU'RE PATHETIC
AT CARD MANIPULATION AND YOU
MEED EXTRA PEOPLE TO MOVE THE

CARDS AROUND AND NOT GIVE Us GooD
\ ; HANDS. MY THEORY 1& THAT ORIGINALLY
YOU PIDN'T WANT TO INVOLVE CRAIG,
SINCE HIS REWARD INVOLVES ASKING THE
EEI FOR FAVORS, BUT COLE |15 TOO IN-
CONSISTENT; I DON'T REMEMBER HIM
ALKING FOR CARDS RELIABLY..
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[T

HAHA, LIKE MY DAD. HE
WOULDN'T EVEN TOUCH
COFFEE; HE HATED ANYTHING
THAT COULD ALTER HIS BE-
HAVIOR,

ALLY DON'T
DRINK, HUHT

HMT &0RRY, T
WAS FAR AWAY,
WHAT DI You
SAYT

RIGHT?

DEPENDS
ON HOW THEY

g
e

il s’

/. YES, T DON'T N
NEED TO MAKE IT \
EASIER FOR MY
HAND TO LOSE
CONTROL.

WHAT DD
YOou o7

I TOOK THE
LIBERTY OF ASSUMING
THAT ¥YOU WANTED TO
ELIMINATE YOUR MENTAL
CONDITIONING. NOwW YOoU
SHOULD BE ABLE TO
ATTACK FREI, ALTHOUGH T
DON'T RECOMMEND
IT.

CONGRATU-
LATIONS, YOU
WOHN.

BLUE BUL~-
LETS. VIRTU-
ALLY UNDE-
TECTABLE.

ONCE INSIDE OF
YOUR MIND, THAT
CRYSTAL WORKS AS IF
IT WAS A THOUGHT OF
YOUR OWHN. THAT'S WHY

TRANSPORTS
AND IMPLANTS ASTRAL
OBTECTS WHEREVER THE
BULLET HITS. THE EBT
TELEPATHS BUILT A NICE
CRYSTAL OF DETERRENT
THOUGHTS TO PREVENT
YOU FROM ATTACKING
THE EBI LEADER.

IT, TACOR,

I DIPN'T EXPECT
ESSEX TO BE THE
ONE TQ FIGURE QUT mMY
PLAHN... TO THE EXTENT
THAT HE UNDERSTOOD
THAT WE WERE PLAYING
AL A TEAM.

CRAIG TOINS
THE PARANORMAL
EBL IN TWO pAYS.
WHETHER HE WON
OR NOT. THE RE&T
was THEATER.

THIS WASN'T A
CARD GAME. THIS
WAS A GAME OF DE-
DUCTION. YOU WERE
TESTING US.




THE TRUTH I& THAT
I'M NOT SURE MYSELF INI-
TIALLY, THIS WAS MY PLAN
TO FORCE YOU TO COME TO
YOUR SENSES. T SHOOT THE
BLACK BULLET AT YoU,
WHICH WOULD TEMPORARILY
TAKE AWAY YOUR FREE
WILL...

AND T WoULD
MAKE SOME KIND OF
DEAL WITH THE EBL.
AT LEAST THAT Way,
YOU WOULD BE SAFE

FROM YOUR OWN
ETUPIDITY.

BUT... THAT WoULD
MEAM DOING FOR THE SE-
COND TIME SOMETHING I DIDN'T
LIKE THE FIRST TIME. AND... THE
MORE I THOUGHT ABOUT IT.. IN
MY DAY, NO OME QUEATIONED
THE EBIL. I WONPERED, WHAT IF

SOMEONE HAD GIVEN ME
A CHANCE?

TO BUILD A WORLD
1 WHERE WE DON'T NEED
A CHANCE FOR SHELTERS PAID FOR WITH
BLOOD TO LIVE IN PEACE.
I'M NOT AN IDIOT, ESSEX. T
REALIZE HOW PATHETIC
AND SMALL MY
LEGALCY 15,

MADPE ME THINK HOW
MANY "OLD GUYS" LIKE
ME DISGUISE THEIR
SHORTCOMINGS AND FAIL
URES AS LESSONS THAT
THE NEW GENERATIONS
NEED TO INTERMNA-

-.LIKE A &UR-
REPTITIOUS ATTEMPT
HNO ONE TOLD

: & N 3 TO BRING OTHERS
ME THAT I CoULD 1 g - DOWN &0 THAT THEY
ASPIRE TO MORE. e e ) i WON'T PROVE YOU
MAYBE THIS CASTLE :_ ; WRONG.
15 ALL THERE (5. = ® - '
MAYBE NOT.

AND IT WAS YOUR
FUCKING VIPEOS
THAT GAVE ME

THE IDEA!
YOUR PATH I5...

DANGEROUS. BUT
HONORABLE.

50, MY GIFT
TO You: 10,000 RELAX
EUROS IN A LITTLE! YOU'RE
CALSINO CRE- NOT IN DANGER.
&AVOR THE

SINCE T s‘l'll-l-
CAN'T AFFORD TO
HAVE YOU GUYS REG-
ULARLY WITHOUT THE
EBL GETTING

YES. PiP You
MAKE THE DECI-
SION?

AL IF T WANTED IF ONE DAY YOU EVICT
TO COME BALCK ? THEM FROM YOUR
HERE ANYWAY, = RECTUM, MAYBE WE
OLD MAN. WOULD STOR BY AGAIM.
SOMEONE WILL HAVE
TO CHANGE YOUR
DIAPERS.

WHEN DOES
HE RECOV-
ER?T

MOST POWER-
FUL BULLET,
TACOB.




UGH, LEAVE
IT BE.

"T'VE HAD ENOUGH
GAMES FOR TODAY".




...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE 1S5 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING U& WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN I185UE,
PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES, OR VIPEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE -CONSIDER SUPPORTING US THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 2% PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UP&URGE
INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



