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50. WE WILL
PLAY A SEVERELY
MOPDIFIED TEXAS

HOLD'EM. ‘

TWO CARDS IN THE
MIDDLE, TWO IN THE
HAND, WITH THE POS&S&I-
BILITY OF BUYING TWO

- i i THE EXTRA
o u..,' n .ﬁ “ Yz CARDS ARE BOUGHT BY X
rl'If”u ljrae ill m“" ADDING ONE POINT TO THE
y i iu...“ |||]%. POT, WHICH THE WINNER OF
B s \\ THE ROUND WILL TAKE. WE
: MUST REWARD THE ONE WHO

e
e KNOWS HOW TO READ WHAT
PLAY |1& BEING PLAYED,

RIGHT?



L0 IF T BUY
TWOo CARDPS, YOU
BUY TWO, HE BUYS

&1X. WINNING
THE ROUND
GIVES YOU ONE
POINT.

ONE, AND T WIN,
I GET FIVE
POINTS?

EVERYONE
ELSE WHO REVEALS
CARDS AT THE END OF
THE ROUND LOSES
THREE POINTS,

REMEMBER MY ETHE-

REAL GUNZ THE ONE
WITH THE RED BULLETS.

CHEATING,
INCLUDING WITH
MAGICAL ABILI-
TIES, |&... FOR-
EIPPEN. IN 1TA- YOU CAN TRY IT,
Lice,. WHETHER IT'S WITH
MAGIC OR NOT, BUT
IF SOMEONE DE-
TECTS IT AND 1S
ABLE TO FULLY
EXFPLAIN THE

..YOU ARE
ELIMINATED.
FIRST TO GET

100 PCINTS

WINS.

I WLl GIVE YOou
A TIP: CHEATING 1S
ILLEGAL, BUT PERHAPS
YOU COULD SEE IT AL
AN ASPECT THAT RE-
VEALS THE TRUE Na-
TURE OF THE GAME.

& THERE ToO
BE SEEN.

YES. IF YOU WIN,

I WILL EXPLAIN WHO
AND HOW YOU WERE CON-
DITIONED NOT TO ATTACK
THE HEAD OF THE PARA-

NORMAL EBI.

AND IF WE WIN,
YouU GIVE US THE IN-
FORMATION, RIGHT?

WHAT HAPPENS IF
You Wl... IF YOU'RE
VICTORIOUST

...AH, THEN
COMESL THE GooOD

I HAVE DISCOVERED
OTHER COLORSA.

HEH. I-I RE-
MEMBEER WHEN YOU
GAVE ME THE REDP
ONE. FOR ABOUT AN

HOUR, T H-HAD 50
MUCH ANGER...

507 WHAT
DOES THE
GUN HAVE TO

THE DEB&T FOR
PUTTING MY CASINO
AT RISK... 8EE THE
BLACK BULLETS?
THIS WOULD PaY T
OFF.

ATRAIGHT TO THE
HEAD. BANG.

OBVIOUSLY,
IT WON'T KILL
YOoUu. BUT ITS

EFFECTS. ..

&TUFF, RIGHT?
LACK OF EXPLA-
NATION AS PART

OF MY STRATEGY.




"You HAVE TO ADD
LOME EXCITEMENT TO
THE GAME, RIGHT?"

T
AETALIERA L

(R N BN NN
Ame DD DS BE SO

FLAGHES...

-..ALL THESE
NOISES AND

-..BUT YOU ARE
THE ONE ATTRAC-
TING ALL THE AT-
TENTION IN THE

YOU KNOW
HOW MANY
HOURS IT TOOK
TO &CULPT THE
HAIR?

UV UTAIVETRUIR b

s nlLE,
\j%:»--n.u;-. LA8iAE RRALIELS
AATY 1 <

L HOPE YOU'VE
REINFORCED IT WITH
THREE COATS OF LAC-
QUER. WE'RE ON STAND-
BY, AND IF ESSEX AND
JACOB ALK FOR HELF
IT'LL TURN INTO A

WHATT I'M OFFEMN-
DED. I CAME HERE
AS ARM CANDY, MR.
BOND, THE MISSION
& YOUR RESPONSI-

WHAT? THIS 1S
THE 214T CENTURY.
IT'S ALL ABOUT
STRONG, INDEPEN-

DENT WOMEM
THESE DAYS.

OH, SHUT UFR.
LET ME LIVE LIKE A
BEAUTY FOR A DAY, LET
ME IMAGINE A WORLD

WHERE I DON'T HAVE
TO THINK.

HOLD ON, HoLD
ON. ¥YOU RUN AN AN-
TI-ESTABLISHMENT

BASE ONLY TO ULTI-
MATELY WANT TO BE
P~ A BLONDE?T

=" I MEAN, LOOK,
LOOK. NOT REALLY BUT
ISN'T THAT THE ULTIMATE
&TATE OF TRANSCENDENCE?
LIVING IN THE MOMENT, Wi-
THOUT THINKING, 'CAUSE
YOU HAVE FABULOUS

AH, YES. PAMELA

ANDERSON, ZEN

: {Jf n. MASTER.
PRECI&SELY. 5

WHAT wWouLD yYou
WANT PAMELA FOR,

]
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o
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i
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TO SOLVE ALGE-
BRAIC PROBLEMS&? A
COME ON. AR
ACTUALLY,

WE COULD'VE ULED
HER A& A DISTRACTION.
FRANCIS, THE CASING BO&S,
15 E&SEX AND TACOB'S PRIME
SUSPECT. YOU COULD'VE MET
HIM BEFORE THE GAME, GET

W, HIM TALKING OR DISTRACT
- HIM...

YES, HE APPEARS IN-
COMSISTENTLY IN THE

AGAIN. I DIPN'T COME HERE TO RECORDS FOR SEVEN

WORK. BESIDES, WASN'T HE
ANOTHER STUDENT FROM
FRANKFURT?

RIPN'T HE
SPEND MORE YEARS
THERE THAN USUALT WHO
BNOWS HOW MANY MAGI-
CAL &KILLS HE'S
LEARNED.

YEARS. JACOB BELIE-
VES HE WAS ACTING
Ad A &PY FOR THE

EBI*...

e HRM. ORBAY,
OKAY. SORRY, BLON-
PIE. DROPPING THE
WORK TALK RIGHT
ABOUT NOW.

S50 EXCITING.
YOouU THINK THEY'LL
BE ABLE TO GET
THE INFORMATION
ouUT OF HIM?

\ "J

WELL, IF T
WIN, T GUESS S0,
IF THEY DON'T,
WE'LL HAVE TO

ACT.

*EBL EUROPEAN BUREAL OF INFORMATION



Y /" CRAIG ASKED ME "‘\
‘ /' RECENTLY TO ULE MY 3
CONNECTIONS TO GIVE ; e ~
; \ s ) HIM A POSITION IN THE - COLE... N\
" Gl EBI. THAT'S WHY I DECI- > LET'S SAY HE'S )

s DED TO INCLUDE HIM. HE / |y . SETTLING A
) " WINS, THAT'S HIS DEBT.
'y REWARD. <

CRAIGT IT'S TUST

YOU AND ME. I'M
NOT BACKING
ouT. -

T

HE wWAS A
CRAIG, YOU
FUCKER. DID YOU KNOW &PY FOR THE EBL,
) THAT THI& ASL- AND HE PROBA-
HOLE WAS NOT A BLY MANIPULATED
NORMAL &TU- OUR MINDS!

DENT?

HOW'S THE & -\ N .
AFTERTASTE OF P NS SRAN e
HIS& RECTUM ON AN R : YOU'VE BEEN DOING...

YOUR PALATE? 4 | R i e \ : I DON'T KNOW IF
\ £ 8 3 : THAT'S BETTER...

ETRAIG...
STRAIGHT

 OIVAE KID CRAIG. ANOTHER
DING ME OFOUR FORMER i ,
' COLLEGE CLASS-
RIGHT? (| MATEG: HERE WHAT HAPPENED? I
4 = P ; : THOUGHT YOU GOT .
o _ ~

A TOB AG A STOCK "I WAG FIRED. NOBODY

MARKET CONSUL- BELIEVES IN THAT AND L

TANT. USING TAROT, FAILED IN... THE CRI&IS,
RIGHT? ;o PEOPLE WANTED TO BLAME
SOMEBODY. I TRIED TO GET

INTO THE EBL, BUT THEY

DIDN'T CONSIDER ME FIT

AND-AND...

_ NIENT!

WHAT |& YOUR
MOTIVE FOR INVI-
TING CRAIGT

MY DoG
HAS CANCER
AND... T

RETURN TO
. THE GAME,
. KIDs.



CRAIG 14 BEING R i DON'T DETECT
CAUTIOUS. T COLE, BUT T ANYTHING FROM '
DON'T DETECT THE DON'T SEE HOW IT /Q FRANCIS EITHER. IT'4
USE OF MAGIC. INTERACTE WITH NOT LIKE HI& GUN CAN AND YET HE
THE GAME. DO ANYTHING HERE... B AINNE.
HI& RED BULLETS
ALTER PEOPLE'S
MOODPS, NOTHING
ELSE.

"LET'S SEE WHO
HAS THE STRONG-
E&T HAND".

o

™

maani

THIS GAME FORMAT
MINIMIZES PUBLIC
INFORMA-

JACOB AND
CRAIG ARE THE

ONLY ONES CAN'T FOLD
STILL IN...

GIVE ME A
CARD.

. IF T GOT
ANOTHER 1WA TWO PAIRS. SO- A FIVE... A
EIGHT. MEONE WoULD

PAIR AND A
NEED A NINE IN
ORDER TO BEAT

. WAIT.
/ LET ME @O
| TO THE REA&T-
.\ ROOM FOR A

s SECOND.




N\

"IILL BE RIGHT ol 1 Ly
BACK." - '

€

i

r‘——L"'
I'M READY.
Do YOU RE-
CEIVE ME
WELL?

ANY NEWS?
YOU SHOULD TAKE
ADVANTAGE NOw
THAT THE THREE
ARE OUT OF THE

THERE I&N'T
MUCH TO &AY,
EMFRESS.

i
T

I KNOW THE

SHADPOWGENES
MAKE YOU NER-

vous, BUT...

THEM

THEY'RE

PARTICIPATING IN
A "REGIONAL!
TOURNAMENT,
WHERE MEM-

BERS OF..

THEM ARE IN THE

ADAM AND
JACOB TAUGHT

DOMINION, A VERY
POFPULAR GAME IN
THE ROOM... {

h
il
B

Mgy

LOOK, RIGHT
NOW, TWO OF

GAME ROOM.

HOW TO PLAY

You KNOW
THAT DOESN'T

REASSURE
ME.

BUT
THAT'S WHAT

Eﬁl \.,_.k\ o v

THEY
% DON'T DO
; NOTHING.

THE

SMUGGLERS

1& MELODIES'
THERE TOO?

&
-
SHE REMINDS ™
ME OF MAKIA. T
DON'T KNOW.

E—

IN THE TOWER,
PAVILION C... YOU
HAVE A LOT OF
PROBLEMATIC ACTI-

VITY THERE, BUT
THESE GUYST

YES, SHE'S
HERE TOO. I DON'T
KNOW, SHE'S A
QUIET WOMAN,

FOR EXAMPLE,
THE CHAMELEON...
WE KNOW HE CAN
DISAPPEAR,

I HAVE HIM
IN FRONT OF ME.
FAR ENOUGH,

MY SPIES HAVE
BEEN FOLLOWING HIM

FOR DAYS AND HE HAS
NEVER USED HIS SKILLS,
EVEN WHEN THEY TRIED
TO ROB HIM IN THE wWaA-

THAT ONE GIVES
ME A BAD VIBE.
HER POWER IS S0
USELESS, &HE
MUST BE LYING.

EMPRESS, THEY
WERE BROUGHT IN
THREE WEEKS




I MEAN, WHAT
ARE WE TALKING
ABOUT HERE? LIKE, IT'M
SUPPOSED TO FOLLOW
THEM AND THEN...
WHAT?

. NAH,
z 7, RN TUST BUST- @

THE HEAD OF THE
BASE, BUT IN THE CA-
BALISTS, WE HAVE THE
SAME RANK. IT'S ONE J
THING TO HELP YOU, =

ON TO THE
NEXT ROUND,;

" DECISION 67\
THE END OF _ A : \ ; 4/ ; o - N 2 '
THE DAY,/ SR T NG| N ) 7 A AN " XN - —

HEH. CRAIG, REMEMBER
WHEN YOU TRIED TO AS&K
JAINA OUT ON A DATE?

CRAIG, GOD-
DAMMIT.

iy r‘&\-
Ry i L

= .

THE THIRD 15

TWO PAIRS?
WHY ARE YOU
STEALING ALL
MY FUCKING
HANDS!?

YOU HAD
THAT "SEWING"
POWER, DIPN'T ARE
S YOU USING IT
RIGHT NOW?T

YES. IT Was
A... DIS-5A8-
TER.

YOU WENT AT
HER LIKE SOME
KIND OF ZOMBIE,

MUMEBLING.

HAH. YES. SHE
GOT A LITTLE SCARED,
AND SINCE SHE WASN'T

QUITE IN CONTROL OF
HER FOWERS, SHE
GAVE ME DIARRHEA.

IS5 THAT A
FORMAL AC-
CUSATION?

REMEMBER
THAT IF IT'S IN-
CORRECLT, You
ARE ELIMINAT-

ED.

HAHA! REAL-
L¥? I DON'T RE-
MEMBER...

-

SHE HAD THIS VAGUE
POWER OF TRIGGERING A
RELEASE, DIDN'T &HE? YoU
WERE LUCKY IT WENT OFF
IN YOUR RECTUM AND NOT
YOUR BRAIN.




WHAT'S HAP-
PENING IN THIS
CASINO, FRAN-

cle?

@l

- A

I WORKED LONG
ENOUGH FOR THE EBI TO
BE OWED FAVORS... 50 T

CLAIMED MY PIECE OF

e THE WORLD.
THIS CASINO 1S

MINE, IT'S MY

TWO ouUT
OF THREE PEOPLE
HERE GIVE OFF MAGIC
PATTERNS, I'VE ONLY
SEEN THAT DISTRIBUTION
HERE, NOT EVEN IN
OUR BASE...

VERY OBSER-
VANT, TACOB. AS
usuaL.

A NEUTRAL s ———
ZONE. . |71/ HEREMITES, THE EBL,
THE PRIESTS AND EVEN
THE CABALISTS CAN
COME AND RELAX. AL-
THOUGH THE CABALI&STS
RARELY COME.

DO YOU KNOW HOW DPIFFI-
CULT IT WAS TO GET UP IN
THE MORNINGT COST ME
MY MARRIAGE, WORKING
FOR THE PARANORMAL

EBL. Sh '
B @ I PAID THE
b - PRICE, T DID MY

P DUTY, NOW I GET
; % MY REWARD.

AND NOW, NO
MATTER WHO YOU ARE,
I OFFER A HAVEN OF PEACE
WITH THE EBI'S BLESAING. T
EVEN HAVE SECRET ROOMS
WHERE YOU CAN ONLY ENTER A PLACE WHERE'Y
IF YOU HAVE MAGICAL YOUR POWER |1&
ABILITIES. RESPECTED, YET
FIGHTING IS NOT
NECESSARY.
THIS 1S WHAT

THE GAME
OFFERS.

GOOD MULTI-
&YLLABIC CRAP FOR ; \
WHEN YOU FEEL RE-

MORSE FOR BEING A

)
FUCKING TRAITOR. ,.ullllﬂ“ﬂk%n’: {4

"\a\

>

Y WiLL- EVER BE AN AUTHOR-
ITY FIGURE YOU DON'T AN-
TAGONIZE? I'D £AY YOUR-

SELF, BUT, WITH YOUR
SELF-LOATHING...

RICH BEGGAR.

P WHAT I& THE ALTERNATIVE?
YOUR WAY? LIVE PERSECUT-
ED, 8UFFERING HARDAHIP
AND ADVERSITY THAT YoU
DEEM NECESSARY TO
"CREATE A BETTER
WORLD"?

HOW'S THAT
WORLD GOINGT

. ANY BETTER?




COME, LET'S
BURN IT AT THE
ROULETTE.

HOW MANY
YOU'VE
DONET

"NEW ROUND.
' LET'S GO".

HEY! TOOK YOUu
LONGER THAN T
THOUGHT.

./ WAS THERE N
| somE cLoe- |}
GING IN YOUR J
PIPES? &£

it Gan
-";"“-'i'im"‘ R TR PR ORI A Lae ﬂ"'

e ——

Slot Machine

JACOB. T HAVE THIRTEEN
POINTS. THIS ASSHOLE IS5 FUCK-

ING WITH US WHILE HE KNOWS
EXACTLY WHAT THEY DID TO
OUR FUCKING HEADS.

ANOTHER
ONE FOR
ME.

I CAN USE MY
POWERS WITH THE
MACHINES AND
DPETECT WHICH ONE &
GOING TO BLOW URP.
NEVER THOUGHT OF
THAT BEFORE.

IT'S GREAT.
DOESN'T WORK
AlLL THE TIME,

BUT...

C;!\]
REALLY! ;
_—//

SN\ A

A

-..l.h\

HEY, T CARE
ABOUT YOUR
WELL-BEING,
BABE.




; THE BLACK BUL- . HAVE You

Rovia clgeldn 2;&. LETS SHOULDN'T WE'LL FIND ey TAKEN YOUR
i [ e BE MUCH WORSE. ANCTHER Wit ot
L T TO INVE&TI- ENING us. Wi, PILLS YETT

THIS IS A GAME,
AFTER ALL.

LASTED AN HOUR. GATE WHO...

EVERYTHING
& THERE TO
BE SEEN,
KID,

I THINK
TYOU HAVEN'T
UNDER&TOOD
THE &ITUA-
TION,

YOU COME HERE THINKING
THAT T AM A SPY FOR THE EBT
BUT, AT THE SAME TIME, YOU THINK
I Wikl BE "FRIEMDLY"? WHICH ONE
15 (TP ARE YOU SURE YOU HAVE
THOUGHT YOUR &TRATEGY
THROUGHT

BECAUSE IF WE'RE NOT
HERE ON FRIENDLY TERMS,
I'M GOING TO HAVE TO REMIND
YOou THAT YOU'RE SUSPECT
NHUMBER ONE OF OUR INVESTI-
GATION AND I DON'T
HAVE TO...

CONSIDER IT
A GIFT MOTIVATED
BY NOATALGIA, THIS
ETATUS OF NEUTRALITY
& GUARANTEED TO
ME BY THE EBL...

I THOUGHT IT
WAL A GOOD IDEA TO
SETTLE OUR DIFFEREN-
CES WITH A GAME, BE-
CAUSE THE ALTERNATIVE
WAS TO OUTRIGHT
CAPTURE YOU.

ARE YOU THREATENING MET HERE,
IN MY CASTLE?! WHO DO YOoU THINK
YOU ARE, BOY?

-..AND YOU
HAVE ACQUIRED A : "
VERY DANGEROUS \ e - ﬁf,«’f
REPUTATION. EVEN : : _ - y / [l

THE CABALISTS : - |

ARE NOT &EEN
THAT WAY,

A GAME 1S
THE BEST T
COULD OFFER
You.

WAKE THE
FUCK UP AND
THINK!

(W

LISTEN... IF
You ASK
ME...

--WE CAN PUT
THE GAME ASIDE,
TRAITOR.

"T HAVE DOZENS
OF AGENTS HIDING IN
THE CRowD!"

I'VE ALWAYS SAIR
TO THE EBL THAT
HERE THE GAME |15
THE LaW. &0 IF YOU
WIN, T CAN TJUSTIFY
NOT CAPTURING
YOU OMN THAT BALIS, ]-

WHAT 15
THE EFFECT

JACOB, AS T SAID,
THIS |& PART OF THE
GAME. I'M FAIR, BUT IT'M
NOT A MORON, AND T
KNOW YOUR VISION &
VERY GOOD.

=TT-. YOU'D
WANT TO KNOW, =
WOULDN'T You?

—




ABOUT THOSE TWO
DIOTS YOU BROUGHT AS
REINFORCEMENTS. AND
ET, I LET YOU IN. YOU'RE
HERE. I LET YOU IN. YOU

KNOW WHY7?T BECAUSE

THE GAME |& YOUR

g8 ONLY OPTION, WHETHER

IT'& JUST YOU TWO OR
THE FOUR OF

A

I ;//f IIIM

COLE, 35 POINTS,
- CRAIG, 37, TACOB
B\ Uz, EGLEX 13, AND S
S 47 FOR ME. _amis

DO THAT THING N0
WHERE YOU FOCUS ON {1
MY HEARTBEAT TO SEE \

IF I'M LYING. CHECK IT

&0 THAT YoU CAN TELL |

JACOB IF I'M LYING
WHEN I TELL YOU THAT
I'VE COMPLETED THE

[
CYCLE, MORONS, AND [ "I';

THAT T ALONE AM
ENOUGH TO GO
AGAINEST
YOou.

THE CYCL...7
HAVE You OFENED
THE THIRDP POORZ,

W :

i y o - N I-.-I

/ i y I ;
1 | b {
'/

i .-.. ¥
1 A
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...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE 1& AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING U& WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN I185UE,
PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES, OR VIDEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE -CONSIDER SUPPORTING US4 THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 2% PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UPSURGE
INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
-- SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



