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WHERE ARE
THEY? THEM
THE ONES& THAT
PUT THE &KY IN
FLAMES?

GOP PUNISHED
Us, THAT'S ALL
T KNOW.

S ra

A .”] j | .'U
Yol
hr

'?”.f

o

WE HAVE TO
RETURN THIS
CITY TO ITS
FORMER RA-
DIANCE.

i

THESE GUYS...
THEY DON'T SEEM
TO KNOW WHAT
THEY ARE...

-..COGNITIVE
DISSONANCE...

THEY'RE UNDER
A SPELL. THAT

MIST...

— THE WHOLE

CITY 1&
UNDER IT, T
._ SULPECT.
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...50MEONE
WILL DO IT
FOR YOU.

I THOUGHT
IT WAS OVER.

THAT I
WOULDN'T
BE ME ANY~-
MORE.

"\\

IS 1T ANY
WONDER?
YOU HAVE
A HOLE
IN YOUR

NATURE DOESN'T
LIKE VOIDS. IF You
DON'T FILL THEM
UF...

DO YOU UN-
DERSTAND T

CAN You
HELP ME?

HAND?

KNOW WHAT'S
HAPPENING TO
ME? WITH MY

I READ YOUR STORY

MOTHER GAIA. YOU \
WERE ONE OF THE /
POINTS OF THE :

IN THE SKIN OF

WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING

THE SIX-POINT-
ED &TAR THAT

NO MATTER.
LET ME
TELL YOU A

MARKED YOU, IN |
THE GRASS? &

AL

N
W™




“THE STORY i S LR 53
. | ABoUT 8ANTI- | [} T gy e S R
% AGO..." D - N YIT WAS A PLACE EBE==3 =2 o
' o OF PILGRIMAGE. A S il | D)) |FE| o TRuTH SANTIA-
CATHOLIC, OFFI- =X LL = L& 11" | oo was parT oF A
ClALLY". 0l I! s .E— ﬁi {Il 0| erouP oF EuroPE-
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/\“ONE OF THOSE
TRADITIONS WAS A
PACT HELD FOR

CENTURIES..."

2003

“_.AND IT& A e ) "EVERY FOUR
" N Iy — .
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"...WE MET
WITH HUMANS
WHO HAD THE
APTITUDE TO
FIND US IN THE

MAGICAL

CORNERS
OF THE CITY".

S

\Z

=i

"IF THEY PASSED THOSE
TRIALS, WE TAUGHT OUR
WISDOM: HEALING TECH-
NIQUES, CONCOCTIONS TO
ACCESS THE ASTRAL PLANE,
THE HIPDEN MEANING OF THE
CONSTELLATIONS..."
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“I, INUO,
ONE OF THE
LORDS oOF
OUR TRIBES,
WELCOMED

| THE PILGRIMS

AND MADE

| THEM UNDER-

GO TRIALS".

F 7 EVELE )

"WE 4POKE TO THEM o
OF &4PELLS AND OMENS R AL
AND PORTENTS, OF HOW ? "

TO INTERPRET DREAMS..." J v
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"IN EXCHANGE FOR

OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE
HUMANS PLEDGED ABSO-
LUTE LOYALTY TO OUR
FPEOPLE. OUR GIFTS
WOULD MAKE THEM IM-
FPORTANT, BUT THEY
WOULD BE TIED TO U&.
WE WANTED MORE INFLU-
ENCE IN THEIR WORLD...
TO LEAD THEM TO A
BETTER WORLD. 50 WE
BELIEVED. MORE AND
MORE HUMANS WERE
SEEING US, MORE AND
MORE WERE LEARNING; |

HOW COULD WE THINK WE
WERE DOING SOME-
THING WRONGT"

"_IT WAS WORSE THAN
EVER. A FRENZY UN-
LEASHED BY OUR DISCI-
PLES, WHO USED OUR

KNOWLEDGE TO ENRICH

THEMS&ELVES OR TO HURT.
GOLD FROM STATUES AND
CHURCHES WAS MELTED
DOWN TO BE &CATTERED
INTO COINS, OR TO OR-
NAMENT POMMELS OF
MAGIC SWORDS. WE
THOUGHT WE WERE LEAD-
ING HUMANS INTO A &PIRI-

"_THEY HAD LEARNED
TO COME INTO CON-
TACT WITH US WITH-

OUT REVEALING THEIR

TRUE HEART".

WA

] TUAL AGE EVENIN THE |[i}
MATERIALISTIC CYCLE, |}
BUT, BEHIND OUR BACKS..."
uSe
.}

"PEOPLE &TARTED
TO KNOW ABOUT US,
CALLING US ELVES

OR FAIRIES”.

et 2T T

\

"WE ARE NOT LIKE
THE GODS, WE LIVE
VERY, VERY CLOSE
TO THE MATERIAL
FPLANE, B8UT OUR
INFLUENCE 1& NOT
CONSTANT: THERE ARE
CYCLES OF SPIRITUALL-
= TY AND CYCLES OF
" MATERIALISM, AND
THE &TARS WERE DIC-
TATING A NEW ERA OF
THE LATTER, AND
WHEN IT CAME..."

. |
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MORE PISCIPLES, BUT HE
HAD A WAY OF TALKING
THAT MADE US LISTEN".

“"AND THEN HE CAME.
WE DIDN'T WANT ANY

T
L |
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/AR




“HE SAID HE WAS
THE-MAN-FROM-
BEYOND-TIME. HE
DEEMED THAT IN
THE CONTACT BE-
TWEEN US AND THE
HUMANS, WE HAD
BECOME MORE LIKE
THEM THAN THEM
LIKE US, AND THAT
THAT'S WHY WE
COULDPN'T &EE THE
COMING CATACLYSEM",

= Ty

Anf A S | PEOPLE

T © Goa) P . s | - - wdS T O ~ Y BURNED. WE
2 b 9y o e | N s g B e
_‘ | SRS, — ek \ D5 _wee cone Toee Qe i CITY WAS

AND WE WERE LUCKY
THAT HE HAD A
REMEDY".

RUINEDP. ANDP
WHEN I WOKE
UP AGAIN, I

\ WAS MADE
I\ OF STONE.

e
A \tll
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"PETRAS". "SUFFERIUM". | L >

GUAGE WAS THREE-
DIMENSIONAL".

"HE DID THE RITUAL
INSIDE SANTIAGO AND
LEFT IMMEDIATELY, TO
PROTECT OTHER

CITIES".

"HE SHOWED US
THE ELEMENT OF
EARTH, AND HE 5ANG
MAGIC SONGS &0 AD-
D VANCED THAT HIS LAN-
®
®

T
T

4,

0
M

Y THE MEMORY
O A &g OF... NO... THE
) et N MEMORY, IN
9 TAUATRRN &TONE, &UF-
§ FERS...
o N NS s 1LYy N Y Aas NN\ S ol S
)
"SHORTLY
AFTERWARDS,
D THE NIGHT

BECAME DAY, THE
0| aCREAMS OF THE
Q) | PeoPLE RIVALED
:) THE ROAR OF THE
GROUND TEARING
ITSELF APART..."

THE MEMORY,
IN STONE, RE-
S5ISTS TIME.




GREAT, YOU'VE
READ A BOOK.
£0 WHAT?

DON'T KNOW THIS?
RANDOM READING

\HAS MANY USES.

YOU HAVE MAGICAA’_\‘/--.IN THIS CASE,
POWERS AND YOU IT SERVES US TO

TRY TO UNCOVER
THE INTENTION
BEHIND THE
SPELL OF &AN-

INHABIT

A PRESERVATION SPELL.
WE CAN RULE OUT GHO&TS, T
THINK. IT'S& MORE LIKE A... HARD
PRIVE WHERE THE IDENTITIES THAT

STORED... A SINGLE &PELL FOR &0
MANY PEOPLE... WOULD EXPLAIN
WHY THEY'RE KIND OF... PEFECTIVE.

WELL, IT LOOKS LIKE

THE &TATUES HAVE BEEN

THESE &STONE PEOPLE...
THEIR IDENTITIES, ARE
THEY REAL, OR JUAT A
SCRIPT INSIDE THE

WHICH LEADS
ME TO THINK...

...A SPELL &0 BIG
SHOULD HAVE
WEAKENED OVER
TIME...

...UNLESS THERE'S
A SOURCE OF
POWER THAT

RE-GALVANIZES

SAID SPELL...

...AND
THAT
MAKES ME
WONDER
WHAT THE
HELL ARE
YOU NUMB-
NUTS DOING
HERE...

I DON'T
HAVE TO
TELL You
ANYTHING,
MAN. T CAN
GET OUT OF
HERE IN A
SECOND.

4

s




You DI&-
LOCATED

(73 |
"WANT ME TO

Goor.

> ASIDE FROM WHAT
YOU'VE REER G‘O'fc" © e T FOOL &AYS, WE
DONE NoO- TALK". . i WANTED TO HELP
THING BUT ,_7&/ /. - [ YOU, ESSEX.
MESS WITH g
DUR J'- i'l.l_;__ r[ ~
PLANS. \\ RN A i
|,..f[||l.|.'”-"-"
— [ a
M 1 PR : EVER WONDER WHY
}\ /fq n/ X R\ YOU NEVER &EE

PEOPLE WITH
OUR POWERS

EVERYONE
WANTS TO
RECRUIT
PEOPLE WITH
MAGICAL TA-

" THE HERE-
MITES, THE
EB&IX*, THE

D
...THE

LENTS. ..
A MAGICAL
EARTH ELE- ARTIFACT. AN
MENT. OLD ITEM...

...WHILE KEEPING
You IN THE SHA-
POWS, 50 THAT
YOU DON'T &PREAD
"DANGEROUS IDEAS"
TO EVERYONE
ELSE.

AND ANY POSSIBILI-
TY OF A SPIRITUAL
REVOLUTION |N THE
WORLD VANISHES.

HMM. T STUDIED
MAGIC AT AN
OFFICIAL UNI-

VERSITY, KIDDO.

UNTIL T GOT IN-
VOLVED WITH
ADAM, NO ONE

GAVE A FUCHK...

T 1S SAID THAT
THE ONE WHO HAS IT HAS
CONTROL OVER THE MATE-
RIAL ASPECTS, IF HE KNOWS

HOW TO USE IT: MONEY, SE-
F . BECAUSE AS LONG
CURITY, INFLUENCES... OF COURSE.

A& YOU KEPT A LOW PROFILE AND

YOUR POWERS WEREN'T TOO OB-
l - —— - A A
|i = ARTIFACTS

_VIOUS, THERE WAS NO PROBLEM.
— LIKE THE HAND OF
—/ &ATAN FUNCTION LIKE
— ACCESS KEYS TO

I'LL TAKE YOUR BULL-
SHIT AS A SIGN OF
COOPERATION.

|‘l
=

. : THE FORBIDPPEN
— =\ CITIES. YOU CAN

—

Py U7

ENTER WITHOUT
THEM, BUT...

...... I'LL PUT YOUR
e &HOULDER IN
PLACE.




THEY FORGOT THE SPIRITUAL WORLD.

DO YoU UN- EVEN WE FELL INTO THEIR MATERIALISM

DPERSTAND . AND LUAT FOR POWER, OUR &4EN&E OF S
THE &TORY? BEING TWISTED BY WHAT THEY DID WITH ~ ' YOUR &TORY
OUR KNOWLEDGE. THAT 1S WHY WE DID NOT 14 INTEGRATED

HAVE THE CAPACITY TO PERCEIVE
THE CATACLYSM....

INTO A MYSETI-
CAL GEOME-

¢ DO YOU UN- Y\
DERSTAND WHY

f SANTIAGO

FELL?

A GEOMETRY
IN WHICH YOU
ARE MANIPULATED
BY EVERYONE, USED,
BECAUSE YOU HAVE
NOTHING TO FIGHT
FOR BEYOND WANTING
TO DO "GOOD", AS IF
THAT MEANT SOME-

YEAH, LIK
IN LORD OF
THE RINGS
RIGHT? PRO-
GRESS CORRUPTS
AND ELVES ARE
WISE.

SHIPS INTO YOUR

POWER, MONEY... WHETHER ' LIFE...
YoU HAVE TCO MUCH OR TOO ;
LITTLE, IT MAKES YOU FORGET
WHAT'S IMPORTANT. THEY DiS-
- SIPATE THE &PIRIT.

WE FORGOT
THE PREAM

BECAUSE YoOU
DON'T KNOW YOUR
&ELF, PEOPLE
CAN CORRUPT
YOUR NAME.

YOoU CAN'T
PEFEND YOUR-
SELF BECAUSE
YOU DON'T KNOW J7#
WHAT YOU NEEDP
TO PROTECT.

YouU DON'T

/ HAVE DREAMS
TO GUIDPE YOU.




TELL ME, WHO
ARE YOU
REALLY?

DID You
FORGET?

EVERY TIME L

7

/

/

&AY WHAT I i
REALLY THINK, WHAT L
SOMETHING WAS YOUR S

7\ BAD HAPPENS. DREAM, J HOW WAS
_'J_‘[,‘F (/18 THAT ( YOUR LIFE IN
7 Y REAGON THE DREAM

ENOUGH

WORLDP?
TO GIVE ) '

AH, TIME
INTERS
EVERYTHING,

HUH?

WHEN T WAS
LITTLE, THERE
WAS THIS COMIC
BOOK, MR.
MAGICHK.

THE PROTAGO-
NI&T, AT CRUCIAL
MOMENTS, WAS
ABLE TO ALTER

THE WORLDP
WITH HI& MAGIC.
UNDO THE DE&-
TRUCTION OF
THE VILLAING.

I DON'T
KNOW WHY, 8UT
THAT IDEA
ALWAYS FASCI-
NATED ME.
BUT... WELL...
PEOPLE... THEY

LOATHE...

"IF SOMEONE HAD
THAT POWER HE
WOULD U&E IT TO
ABUSE OTHERS",
THEY USED TO &aY
TO ME BETWEEN
INSULTS. CHILDREN
AS YOUNG A5 T
was!

I NEVER UNDER-
&STOOD THAT C¥NI-
CI8M...BUT I
SUPPOSE I GAVE IN
TO IT AND I 8AID TO
MY&ELF, IF T CAN'T
CHANGE THE WORLD,
AT LEAST T CAN EN-
TERTAIN IT, 50 I &TAR-
TED TO PRACTICE THE

OTHER MAGIC, THE ONE

ABOUT CARD TRICKS
AND ILLUSIONS...

THEY LAUGHED AT ME,
OF COURSE. THEY LAU-
GHED 40 HARD THAT T
GOT ANGRY AND &TAR-
TED INSULTING THEM...
AND THEN THEY BEAT
ME UP. T WAS LIKE NINE,
TEN YEARS OLD... FROM
THEN ON T WAS THE
OUTCASLT OF THE CLASS,

..-MAYBE THAT
wAY I WoulLD FIT
IN AND LIFE
WOULD BE AS
EXCITING A5 IN
THE COMICS, YOUu
KNOW? DO SOME-
THING THE WORLD

VALUES.

THEY INSULTED ME
EVERY DAY...

=

I HAD BEEN
FRACTICING FOR
MONTHS WHEN
THE TEACHER
TOLD Us TO DO
SOME PRESENTA-
TIONS IN FRONT
OF THE CLASS...
GREAT, T THOUGHT,
I CAN SHOW
EVERYTHING I'VE

LEARNED.

"COWARD, FAGGOT..." THINGS GOT

PRETTY UGLY. AND ONE OF THOSE

DAYS, ONE OF THE QUIETER ONES
CAME AND SAID: "YOU KNOW SIGURD
& THE ONE WHO LAUGHS AT YOU THE
MOAGT, BEHIND YOUR BACHK, RIGHT?
HE'S ALWAYS IMITATING YOUR
SHITTY TRICKS",

o

A O
SIGURD WAS THE ONLY
FRIEND I HAD, AND UNTIL ALL

THAT HAPPENED, HE WAS
MORE OF AN OUTCAST THAN I
WAS. T TOLD HIM WHAT THAT
KID TOLD ME, AND HE &AID HE

HAD NO IPEA WHAT I WAS

LAYING. IT MADE SENSE,
WHAT WOULD HE GAIN BY
POING THAT?




WHAT'S THE POINT OF
TRYING ANYTHING IN &UCH A
PISGUSTING WORLD? WHAT,
40 THEY CAN TEAR YoU
APART AND TREAT
YOU LIKE &HIT?

YES, JUST

... BUT EVEN HE TOLD ME
NOT TO TALK ABOUT IT
WITH THE WORLD, THAT PEOPLE
HAVE AN AVERSION To ALL
THOSE THINGS, WHICH I DON'T
UNDERSTAND. HOW CAN YOU BE
AFRAID OF SOMETHING THAT
MAKES YOU POWERFUL?

DURING ALL THAT I
FOUND THE MASTER
WHO TAUGHT ME
REAL MAGIC...

V' 6RoooO...

-IT'S NOT WORTH IT..... FOR
THE GOOD OF EVERYONE, IT'S
BETTER NOT TO DO ANYTHING...

KING...!

WHAT... ARE
you TAL-

..T CAN'T
ALLOW YOUR
HAND TO NU-

LLIFY THIS

T KNEW THAT THE
INDIVIDUAL WITH
j 7 THE BLACK HAND
L A KT WOULD COME IN
SV e NEED OF POWER
' AND &TEAL THE
EARTH ELE-
MENT!

WHA...? WHAT
ARE YOU &...7

s %0

TO BE CONFINED FORN
CENTURIES ONLY &0
THAT A MORON COMES
AND TAKES EVEN
THAT Away!

(

KIND OF GODP
ALLOWS SUCH
A THING!?




You REALLY

LET YoU PO s0-

...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE I1& AN ALMOST MONTHLY (40O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE"” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING US& WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN ISSUE,
PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES, OR VIDEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING US THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 2% PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UPSURGE
INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



