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YHAVEN'T YOU
NOTICED, TULIAN?
YOU'RE NOT TALKING
TO A REFLECTION
ANYMORE. DOES&N'T
COMFORT YOU TO
4EE THINGS A& THEY
ARE, FOR ONCE?"

"WHY HAVE
YOU COME? I GAVE
YOU WHAT YOUu
WANTED...”

“WHAT I WANTED?
NO, SORRY. T GAVE
YOU THE WRONG
IMPRESSION. THAT
WAS FOR SOME

FRIENDS OF MINE. |-

WHAT I WANT...
HMM... IT'S
CHRISTMAS, JULIAN.

ST

DO YOU KNOW THAT
CHRISTMAS STORY
OF THE ANGEL
DOING GOOD
DEEDS TO GET HIS
WINGS? HMM?”

e ta I,
fofdhco2r

“YOoUu COME TO TOR-
MENT ME A BIT
MORET |IT DOESN'T
MATTER, NOW".

“I'VE HIT BOCHK
8oTTOoOM".

YARE YOU SURE?
SEEMS TO ME
THAT YOU'RE
TRYING TO REACH
A NEW LOW, BY
COMING UP
HERE".

—

"WERY FUNNY"”.
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I SAW YOUR
TWO PARTNERS
ON TV! ES&SEX
ENDED UP SHOUT-
ING AT THE

Y_..T THINK THAT, =
GIVEN HOW THINGS ARE
i FOR YOU RIGHT Now, A [B
LITTLE PUSH WOULD BE A
GOoOD ACTION, TRUE? K%
YOU'RE ALREADY UP
HERE, AFTER ALL”.
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THIS &
IT?
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YOU'RE A VERY
WEIRD BUNCH... T SOME-
TIMES WONDER WHETHER
IT'S GOOD TO BE AROUND
YOUu, BUT, ON THE OTHER
HAND, YOU MAKE LIFE SO

 ENTERTAINING...
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& 20 RIGIDP THAT il N Ve T -
T'LL BE TOO FUCKING \ 5
OLD TO FLY AROUND
WHEN I FINALLY GET
MY WINGS...




CATHOLICISEM BECAME
A MINOR RELIGION
THROUGHOUT EUROPE
LHORTLY AFTER THE
FRENCH REVvOLU-
TION, RIGHT? THERE
ARE OTHER CHRISTIAN

BRANCHES, BUT...

TESUS WASN'T
BORN ON CHRIST-
MAS, THAT DAY WAS
TAKEN FROM SOME
PAGAN THING,
RIGHT?

I DON'T GET IT.

WHY DO WE
CELEBRATE
SOMETHING WE

WHAT'S
DON'T BELIEVE

THE

BE IT FOR THE
YE&... BUT THEY &£0N OF GOD'S

BELIEVED |N THEIR]|BIRTH OR BECAUSE
RELIGION, EVEN IF YOU WANT TO
THEY TOOK THE :Sﬁfh’;mﬂ
FESTIVITIES FROM bR
OTHERS. 8
. A

THEY THOUGHT THEIR

BELIEF WAS THE TRUTH.

DIDN'T CATHOLI-
CI&M DO THE

...-THEY AT LEAST
BELIEVED THEY HAD
REASONS TO DO IT,
SOMETHING TO
HOLD ON TO WHILE
THE NIGHTS ARE
COLDEST.

WE., ON THE
OTHER HAND,
CELEBRATE LIES,
PUT S8OME LIGHTS ON
TREES, AND BUY SHIT.

WE'RE THE ONLY ONES
THAT CELEBRATE
&TUFF JUST BECAUSE.
THEY GIVE US DAYS
OFF, 50 WHY NOT.
ISN'T THAT A LITTLE

PATHETIC? '

MAYBE WE'RE A LITTLE
OLD TO GO ON BELIEVING
IN GODS, THOUGH.

{ ARE YOU &0 SURE WE DON'T

WHAT'S THE PROBLEM 1
OF KEEPING THE
GOOD &TUFF AND

GETTING RID OF THE

OBSOLETE?
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CLINGING TO THE MAST OF
A SINKING SHIFE ALSO, HOW

BELIEVE IN GODS ANYMORE?

WHAT DO YOU THINK 15 I

GOING ON BEHIND OUR

CURRENT OBSESSION
WITH SUPERHE-

WHAT IF WE'RE STILL AS
SUPERSTITIOUS AS EVER

BELOW A THIN LAYER OF

AND WE'RE HIDING IT

RATIONALISM AND
"SCIENCE SAID THIS,
SCIENCE SAID THAT”?
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YOU WANT
TO GO INSIDE
THE CATHE-
DRAL?
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"HowW COME THESE BUILD- |
INGS GIVE OFF &UCH A
SACRED AND MY&STE- .
RIOUS VIBE? HOW CAN
WE REPRESENT DIVINITY IN
THE ARCHITECTURE, IF IT
DOESN'T EXIST?".




YOU HARDLY TALK TO
YOUR FATHER, AND
ME, THE LEAST I SEE
MY MOTHER, THE
BETTER.

_ -/ THE WEATHER.
NOT THE MOS&T
APPROPRIATE
FOR THIS
SEASON, DON'T
YOU THINK?

CHRISTMAS
15 JUST A
WORP FOR

us. ;
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SORRY, NOT

CELEBRATE. “CE-
¢ LEBRATE". WITH

AIR QUOTES.
s

W
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QUICDS: TOASTED CORN,

-

WHATEVER, I'M ALSO SAYING IT BE-
CAUSE OF THIS AWKWARD “&PEND-
ING THE NIGHT TOGETHER" THING,

ALL &0 THAT -
ADAM CAN CELE-
BRATE CHRISTMAS

MOREOVER. WHAT'S THAT,
A NOT CONSIDERING HER HIS
> GIRLFRIEND YET? IF YOU
. ~ \ &TICK THE DICK IN HER THREE
TIMES, IT'S YOUR GIRLFRIEND.

<7 s R T'& THE RULE OF
% : THREE!
. v

IF YOU KEEP GOING WITH
THIS GIRLS-IN-A-FPARTY
JOKE, THE PIG GOES OUT
THE WINDOW.

WANNA PO
A PiLLOW
FIGHT?

FUCHK, WE GOTTA
DO SOMETHING!
WHAT ABOUT
WATCHING THE
SARTORIUS
MOVIES?

I'C RATHER
NOT. LAST TIME
I THOUGHT
ABOUT THAT
SAGA WAS...

Y

Y ..I MAY HAVE
DONE &OME-

wr \ T F\ v n - ‘%‘m“h_
. \ ARk Y
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SOMETHING BAD.
I WAS TIRED...
UH... T WAS TIRED
OF EVERYTHING,
I GUESS.

OF BEING THE ONE
THAT HAS TO BE COLD
AND SKEPTICAL, OF
HAVING SOMEONE AT
YOUR &IDE OBSESSED
WITH HI& LOSS OF
IPENTITY WHILE HE
EASILY MAKES NEW
CONNECTIONS THAT
GIVE HIM A BIT OF
MEANING IN HIS
LIFE...




..TIRED OF ALL
THE GHOSTS LEAVING
THEIR ROTTEN
PRESENTS LIKE
&OME HELLI&H VER-
&|1ON OF SANTA
CLAUS.

SPEAK IN
CHINESE AND
I'LL UNDER-
ETAND YOU

MAN,

BETTER.

P Te JusT
VERY TIRING TO
BE INVISIBLE. AN

I... 50LVED
THE CASE. I FO

ONE OF THE TWO
ERS, BUT... WHO'S

WENT THROUGH
THAT... FOR

TO BELIEVE ANY OF IT? L

NOTHING.

UND
KiLL-
GOING

ALL

*oALICIA: NORTHWESTERMMOST REGION OF SPAIN. SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 1S THE CAPITAL .. IN THE REAL WORLE.

AND... ALSO... THE
WITCH'S LETTERS,
SIGURD, THE
GAUNTLET..

DID YOU KNOW
THERE'S GALICIAN¥
LEGENDS FROM THE ;
19TH CENTURY WHICH AL-
READY MENTIONED THE
GAUNTLETS IN RELATION

TO SANTIAGO?

T—

1&... EVERYTHING
SUPPORTED YOUR
CRAZY CONSPIRALCY
THEORIEAS... IT WAL
KIND OF SCARY
TO THINK OF You

WHAT T MEAN

A& THE VOICE
OF REASON.

I CONTAINED
MYSELF UNTIL T

DIDN'T.

WE &TOLE CONFIDEN-
TIAL BANK DATA. OF
THE HEREMITES, AL~
LEGEDLY.

THINGS
GOT OUT OF
HAND.

IN WHAT
WAY?

IN A WAY WHERE
WE LEFT A GIANT
TRAIL OF CLUES
BEHIND U&.

/" ...AND GAVE THE
HEREMITES AND POS-
&1BLY OTHER GROUPS
A REASON TO WANT
US CAPTURED, OR
WORSE.

Y THE DATA? SOME-
THING INTEREST-
\ ING IN THERE?

PROTECTED. I
CAN'T ACCESS

&
F YOU CAN IMAGINE THE PLACE WE

T

I DON'T THINK ANY

OF THIS WILL GO UNNOTICED.

I'M PREPARING FOR THE SCENA-
RIO OF HAVING TO FLEE FROM
BARCELONA... IN WHICH CASE,

SHOULD HEAD IMMEDIATELY...
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"WELCOME TO THE
EBITS BASE OF THE
PARANORMAL

BRANCH".
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. THIS
/ N WAY, NO ONE
i WANTS TO LOCHK
INGIDE.

.....
L
‘-




A A THE WHEREABOUTS OF

4 ADAM SOUTHSUN, OUR

N LONG TIME NO — ACAPEGOAT FOR ELIYAS T
4EE, SIGURD! MURDER. THEY GOT
THE INFO FROM A
| WHAT TOOK YoU =i | =4 Aisvisny e sl =1 ey
| ;/ HERE? | " R — : —
= \ ‘ I ]° ADAM'S LIVING WITH S 0|0
— 1 . — ONE OF THE COP& WHO . .
: I { . = \INVESTIGATED ELIYAS \
AND YoOUu WHAT WE KNow —— -1 = = CALE.
KNOW ABOUT THAT L R 3 1
COP AND ki3 0]~
ADAMS ABILI- -
TIES...

AW
o

TIES...

| COMING
| TO GIVE YOUR CREEPY
; SECTS REPORT? OR
IT"S ABOUT THE —
— ! BARCELONA THING? %
|
| . .
| THE BARCELONA ] /
B THING 7 WHAT i /
_ - -
THING? _ o /
;‘ LI W
h-..‘_u\__ e
...COULD EX-
z 0 B PLAIN MANY DENCE, RIGHT?
= ) : THINGS ABOUT GUESSES, AT
THE DATA BANK | B
CRIME &CENE.
THERE WAS A
MASSIVE DOCUMENT
LEAK, IN ONE OF THOSE
SECRET DATA BANKS... =
THE HEREMITES, AMONG OTHERS, HAVE BEEN AFFECTED. OUR |
——1 INFILTRATED AGENTS TOLD US ABOUT IT... BUT THEY GAVE US . |
| '4 LOMETHING ELSE, TOO. AN IMPORTANT PIECE OF INFORMA- -
K TION. T THOUGHT THAT WAS THE REASON YOU CAME HERE.
| WE DON'T ADAM 1& NOT 80 | || =
HAVE PIC- STUPID A% TO G
LEAVE EVIDENCE |
DIDN'T WORK. - , N IS N ‘ .
= BUT THAT FITS
NICELY WITH
LA JACOB'S ABILI-

NO. WHAT
INFORMA-
TION?




THEN YOU &HOULD \\
, HAVE KEPT HIM > T
7 UNDER CONTROL,
~
> PROBLEM, NOW.

N
SIGURD. IT'S OUR k
\'.
1

THEY'VE
CAUSED
R - _ Vo - \ [l ENOUGH TROU-
' 2N | Y Sl Y \ BLE, DON'T
GEEZ, NICE e . Ny . \ YOU THINK?
WEATHER, F.A "°/ " NI\Q\"e¥ & - '
HUH? /. /
.‘ Q w >* T
{\
3
I wouLD f;.
TAKE CARE )
OF ADAM. I’ (B8 ¢ : _ _. WHAT DO You
SAID S0. ) ENTAIRN N N WANT U& TO
) : B QAN NS Do7? ITS
VR TR \:E CHRISTMAS
t\&\. NS S N \ 3 Tl‘ME-




A TIME FOR V:_ﬁg;fg—:
GIFTS AND
| SURPRISES". . ¢
S O R R
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...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE |5 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (40 DAYS)
SLERIES THAT STILL'HAS A LONG WAY TO GO
TO REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER,
WE CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFI|-

NITELY. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING US
WHILE ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO

AN I8&UE, PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES,
OR VIDEOS AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CRE-

ATIVE PROCESS, PLEASE CONSIDER &UP-

PORTING US THROUGH PATREON AT THE 3%
SRR \ e PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW). THANK YoOU!

LINKS:

N _ ' ' = QHHH. e
‘\\\\:\1\ NN NS W CETTER THIS

AN

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

MORE MY5&-
TERIOUS, THE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
BETTER. SURGECoMIC

L o

sainl
= i

M(;N.m

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI
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