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WHY DO WE
NEVER 4EE THE
THREE UPPER
4PHERES?

40R DIDN'T EX- \_~"
oo\ PLAIN EVERY- [ .
SN THING TO ME. /==

SAID THEY
WERE EXECUT-
ING A SECRET
PLAN...

ETART THE
MEETING?

THIS HELMET
& VERY UNCOM-)
FORTABLE TO

THE OTHER DAY

I ENDED UFP WITH A
BRUISE ON MY NOSE,
TIPHERETH.

HEY, IT'S ONLY
BECAUSE OF THE
TECHNOSPELLS IN THE
HELMET THAT YOoU CAN
ENTER THIS VIRTUAL
SPACE... VICISSITUDES
OF BEING AN EARLY
ADOPTER, I GUESS.




ENOUGH.
YOU WANTED TO
TALK ABOUT DEATH,
NO? WHAT WAL THE
NAME OF THE

ASLSHOLE...
SIGURDT

I HOPE YOU
LIKE MY BACK-
GROUND PHOTO

You SAID

TO FORCE US TO
ACT. HOWT HE'S
NOTHING MORE
THAN A MATOR
ARCANA.

THAT HE'S GOING

DISPLAY, T
HAVE...

EVEN 8E IN OUR
ORGANIZATION
ANYMORE!

HE SHOULDN'T Nt

...HE'S
THE LEADER
MORE THAN...

"WE PID THE RIGHT THING
BY PREVENTING HIM FROM v ' =~
SEEING THE LEADERS".

- : HM? GABRIEL?
WITH HIM? /s WHAT'S UP WITH

WHAT'S UP




LTy

SR i I N\
UH... THE... l'l, » ' \
! T-THERE'S SOMETHING \

WRONG WITH THE SEC- WE ARE
TOR'S COMMUMICA- |II INVE ST-TIGATING, WE
AR B i TIONS MOPULE.., CLOSED THE CIRCUIT
FOR MY SUPER- i L e

HEARING. WHAT
MALFUNCTIONT

UH... THERE'S A
MALFUMCTION AND
I-T HAVE TO CHECHK...

> 18 THIS T}\ e |
BOX WITH YOUR '
FATHER'S DOCU- = ; F Y il

MENTE? /.

::-::';51 1| Ea

YES. I LOST THE
ONE FROM BARCELO-

e "mflkl .
0 e T

AH... YOU
CAN GO TO
WE WERE LECTOR B,
THEY...
GOING TO WATCH ke
TMMORTAL

BUT THAT AF-
FECTS THE

NOTHING. OLD
PHOTOS, SOME NEWS-
PAPER CLIPPINGS OF
ONE OF HIS CASES...
I'M TUST FUCKING
BORED.

"“\l J\ THE POSH JACOB, GO
) SECTOR!I? HELP HER!

FUCK THE,
AND THEIR —

HYPRCOFPONIC ADAM AND HI&
GARDENS! GMO TROUFE ARE
COMING IN NO TIME!
I HAD PREPARED
&SANDWICHES!

HM. ARE YOU
BORED HERE? I FIND
THIS PLACE FASCINAT-
ING. BETWEEN THE PEOC-
FPLE AND THE TECHMNOLO-

TENTIONAL AMUSE-
MENT PARK.

PARBK?T A ZOO,
IF ANYTHI...

WHAT
ARE You
POING?

WHO...7 DI
YOoU INVITE
HERT




WENT TO
MONGOLIA
MYSELE

ON YOUR OWNT THEY SAY
HE'S VERY DANGEROUS!

I MET WITH

DON'T WORRY. I
TOOK PRECAU-

INFACT... T

IT ALWAYS MADE ME VERY 5“1) ¥ WAL WEARING MY
NERVOUS THAT YOU WANTED \ PHOTOFSYCHIC
TO ALLY WITH HIM.... CONTACTS.

THESE LO- CAN YOU GET TO
o, THE POINT, DEART
T THE DEMON I'M IN THE MIDDLE
TERED AROUND
LANARK... THAT DEATH OF A PER&ONAL
AUMMONED. MATTER...

ALLIED WITH
LANARK.

S5MART PEOPLE
LIKE YOU NEED TO BE

THEY GAVE OFF A
DEMONIC AURA, LOCAT-
ED ON THE MATERIAL
PLANE. AND WE ONLY

ALIZED DEMON,

KNOwW OF ONE MATERI- /

PEATH BE-

TRAYED US. OTHER-

WISE, HE WOULD'VE

BRIEF, ¥OU KNOW, IN CON-
SIDERATION OF THOSE OF
Us WHO DON'T FIND ALL
THE MINUTIA RELE-
VANT.

DON'T WET INFORMED US, AND

NOT LANARK.

ACCORDING TC INFOR-
MATION FROM SIGURD, WHICH
LANARK THEN CRO&&-

CHECKED WITH OTHER
g SOURCES...

NAH, LANARK
KINDA SAID HE'S GOT b
HiM UNDER MIND CON- g
TROL. HI& DRUG, AND
50 ON. GEBURAH, YOU
ARE EXCESSIVELY

HARD ON &IGURD.

HE'S A TRIPLE
AGENT, WHICH WE CREAT-

< i ~ ED AND IN HIGH-RANKING
s

& i POSITIONS. AND YES, HE CAN'T

...T BELIEVE \
THE HEREMITES
ARE GOING AFTER

THE HEAD OF THE
EEI./

ALWAYS ACT IN OUR FAVOR; HE
WOULD END UP DEAD. BUT, IN

THE LONG RUN, YOU WILL
P SEE THAT...

-




"WHO DARES
ENTER THE
CASTLE OF PALE-
BANES!"

YOUR MOTHER IN
A FPINK TUTU!

THE LIGHT!

LISTEN TO HIM,
WHEN HE HAS A

NOT

THE TV!

WHY DO
YOoU ALWAYS

GRUYERE
BRAIN?

SOMETHING

CUITS OF THE TV, THE

NMODULES OF THE TRINKET

OR WHATEVER THAT
CHICK 1& 5AYING.

HAPPENS IN THE CIR- 1\

You HAVE POWERS
THAT COULD HELP

FIlL GIVE
IT A LOOK,
BUT..

N-NO NEEL. I THIMNM
WE ALREARY SNOW
WHAT'S GOING ON.

YELS, IT MUST HAVE BEEN THE

SMUGGLERS. THEY'VE STOLEN
TECHNOLOGY FROM THE NODPES
AGAN. THERE ARE SOME CHIPS
THAT THE EBL USES IN A LOT OF

THEIR SECRET TECHNOLOGY ...

THEY TELL ME THAT
THE NEAREY SECTORS
HAVE INTERFEREMNC-

THEN, YOUR
HYPOTHESIS |
1& TRUE.

I-IT'S GOING TO BE
RESOLD ON SOME BLACK
MARKET, MAYBE RIGHT
HERE IN THE BASE.

O

4

%

_ WHAT? IN
= THEIR OWN
’. HOMET

WELL, THEY DON'T
CARE ABOUT THE
CABALIST THING.

THEIR "HOME"... IT'&

|

THEIR SECTOR, AT
BELT.

MOTHER-
FUCKERS/!

{ -
b

‘ ESSEX
Ay
iy §

I'M TELLING
y YOU, WE'RE FUCKING
WATCHING THAT GOD-
DAMNED MOVIE!

CAN I... HAVE
ANOTHERT

I MADE
SANPWICHES,
FOR FUCK'S




THIS 15 A
PIECE FROM SAU-
NIERE'S VERSE.

MENSIONAL
SYLLABLE.

/HAD IT IN THEIR PO&-

PRESUMABLY, THEY'VE
DEACTIVATED OR DE-
AT | I Il STROYED THE VER&E
TO WHICH IT BELONGED.

LELLION... INERT.

"BATHED IN FL.OWERS
OF BLOOD SAUNIERE
BEMADPE THE WORLDP AT
THE BEAT OF THE GUIL-
LOTINE". THE SECOND

TO MAKE A
POEM WITH THREE-
DIMENSIONAL LAN-
GUAGE.

IT'S ONE OF THE

EVER PERFORMED. THE
VERS&ES ARE HIDDEN
THROU...

MOST ADVANCED RITUALS,
AND PROBABLY THE M?QT
COMPLEX THAT SAUNIERE

WHERE
DD THEY
FIND IT?

IN THE FOLPEDP PLANES
OF THE OLD NOTRE DAME
CATHEDRAL. UNDERNEATH
THE BASEMENT.

L

| .('i"”) ™

THEY SLOWLY
REPLACED ALL THE
GUARDS WITH HERE-
MITE SFIES.

MEASURES? TIONS. IT DOESN'T il f'”"”""‘-“_
MATTER, BECAUSE
AN NOW THAT THE HER-

EMITES KNOW THAT
WE KNOW, THEY
WILL BE MORE
AGGRESSIVE.

WHAT DO WE
DO NOW?

YOUR OBJECTIVE
15 THE SAME: TO CAP-
TURE HEREMITE PRIESTS.
HOPEFULLY, ONE OF THEM
WILL ALLOW Us TO AP-
PREHEND THEIR KING.

THIS MISSION
THEY SEEM TO
BE CARRYING OUT...
4 TINKERING WITH SAU-
-] NIERE'S POEM... THEY
€\ WANT TO WEAKEN
S\ ME, T IMAGINE....
e

.BUT IT'S PULLING
THE PRIESTS OUT OF
THEIR INTERDPIMEN-
SIONAL TEMPLES.
THEY ARE TAKING A
RISK THAT WE CAN
CAPITALIZE ON.

i

e

MY INTENTION
WAS TO PREPARE AN A&-
LAULT ON THE TEMPLES,
BUT IF THE PRIESTS ARE ON
THE MATERIAL PLANE,
DOING THI& MISSION, WE
HAVE DOUBLE THE MOTI-
VES TO ACT HERE.

I WILL REINTEGRA-
TE YOU INTO THE DPE-
FENSE TEAM CREATED
FOR THE VER&ES. YOU
Wikl BE AN INDEFEN-
DENT CELL, BUT THEY
WILL PASS ON INFOR-
MATION TO YOuU.




YES, WE
FOUNDEM
INNA A SHIP-
MENT...

FROM SECTOR B;
THOSE FAGGOTS,
I SWEARS, DON'T
LEARN ABOUT SE-
CURITY, HEH.

You! T CAN
SMELL you,
YOU BASTARD!

WHAT WERE : -
YOU DOING IN OUR .8 ' : : Sew” YOU STOLE
SECTOR'S COMMU- 1725 _ - ; FROM US,
NICATIONS CON- _ : S SHITSTAIN!
TROL ROOM? ' -

DO YOU THINK
HE WILL FIND
THE PIECE?

T

5 A
N o f
.'IJ

MAYEE YOU'D WANT TO
TAKE THE... THEY'RE
SHADPOWGENES, RIGHT...?

I'M TAKING THIS

R
N

Yoy

AS THE ALTERNA- ® .
TIVE TO THE FILM. S %{ \

E 5
LY

i

oy
T Th
YR TR

M
NN

[T

THEY Saw THEM... PEOPLE FOL=
LOWED THEM. NOT ANYMORE, BUT
FOR A FEW WEEHKS... FEOPLE
THOUGHT THEY WERE GOiNG TO BE
KIDNAPPED, WELL, TH-THAT Was

THE RUMSRL.

...BELONGS TO THE SMUG-
GLERS, IT'S M-MOST LIKELY
THAT IT WAS THEM T-THAT FOL-
LOWED THEM, AND BEING
IN THEIR AREA....




LEADER OF WHAT wouLpP
EVENTUALLY BECOME THE
PARANORMAL EBI. THERE
& A LOT OF DISINFOR-

SAUNIERE SEEMS

lgy i
e p
s

7
P
T
i,

¥a

MATIOMN...

LBUT THIS 1S
HOW THE HEREMITES TALK
: ABOUT HIM. LANARK, HIS
| SOURCES... THEY SAY THAT SAU-
NIERE PERFORMED A RITUAL. A

IN THREE-DIMENSIONAL LAN-
GUAGE. DON'T KNOW ITS
FUNCTION...

LPELL IN THE FORM OF A POEM |-

HERE'S WHERE
I HAVE NOTHING BUT
SPECULATION, BUT... THE
HEREMITES TALK ABOUT
DIGGING UP THE VERLES
OF THIS POEM AS IFIT
WAL AN ATTACK ON
FREI.

WHAT ELSE
Do WE BKNOW ABOUT
THE HEREMITES AND
SAUNIERE? SAU-
NIERE'S WILL.

THE HEREMITES
FEAR THAT ABILITY, AND
FREI HAS USED IT SEV-
ERAL TIMES TO HYPNO-
TIZE HEREMITE AGENTS
AND TURN THEM TO
HI& SIDE.

AGAIN, PURE
SPECULATION, BUT IT
SEEMS OBVIOUS THAT
THIS POEM HAS TO HAVE
A CONNECTION WITH THE
FACT THAT FREI CAN USE
AN ABILITY OF &AUNIERE,
AND THE HEREMITES
WANT TO DEAC-
TIVATE IT.

DO YOU WANT ME
TO START INVESTIGATINGT
I CAN MOVE MY SPIES

FROM THE EBL, EVEN
THOUGH THEY WERE
RELEGATED...

YEAH, OF
COURSE, THAT'S
WHY WE'RE HERE. ,

EXACTLY WHAT IS GOING

POEM, AND CLEAR WHAT

WE DON'T KNOW

ON. THAT'S OUR FIRST
MISSION, TO &0LVE THE
UNKNOWNS ABOUT THE

THE HEREMITES WANT
TO ACHIEVE...

IT'S IMPORTANT
TO KNOW THE SUBSTANCE
OF THE DISPUTE BEFORE
ACTING. LAST THING I
WANT I1& TO END UP
HELPING THOSE COCK-
ROACHES IN WHITE
SUITS,.

FIRST THINGS FIRST,
WHO DO WE ASSIGNT

“-H-‘______V__//

EMPRESS. YOU
HAVE THE THREE.
THO&E GUYS TORE
THROUGH THAT EBI

BALE LIKE A STEAM-

ROLLER.

THEY ARE NOT PART
OF THE CABALISTS.
ADAM WANTS TO
FOCUS ON RESEARCH-

ING ABOUT...

50 WHAT? THEY'RE
ON YOUR BASE, HONEY.
THEY HAVE TO PAY
TRIBUTE SOMEHOW....

NO. I DON'T WANT
THEM TO INTERVENE.
IT'S BETTER THAT THEY
DON'T EVEN KNOW ABOUT
IT, IN CASE THEY WERE
TO ACT ON THEIR




'CAUSE

SIGURD HAS
OBTAINED THE HAND
OF GOP... THE "OFPFO-
SITE" ARTIFACT TO THE
ONE ADAM HAS, THE

NAME SUGGESTS. A
BAD OMEN IN

ITSELF..

AND LANARK

HAS CONFIRMED THAT
SIGURD WILL BE WORKING
ON THIS CASE. ON THE
EBT SIDE, SUPPOSEDLY.
SEEING HOW HE AND
ADAM INTERACTED THE

LAST TIME...

“..LAST THING I
WANT & THAT
THEY MEET. ToO
MUCH CHAOS”.

SAUNIERE'S
VER&ES, EH? HEH,
SINCE YOU'WVE
GOTTEN THI&

DUPE, DAGO
& LIKE FREI'S
RIGHT-HAND
MAN AT THIS

WHAT FREI
EATS, DAGO

NONETHELESS.
DON'T TALK TO
ANYONE ABOUT
THE MISSIONS.

PFFT. AS IF
I COULD sAY
ANYTHING.

wHo THE
FUCK ARE

FREI DOESN'T EXPLAIN
WHAT THE IS&UE IS WITH

WHAT WouULD HAPPEN IF
THE HEREMITES DEACTI-

VATE THEM ALLT

SILENCE? REALLYT YOU
WERE TALKING TO FREI
ABOUT THE VERSES AS IF

AND NOW
YOU'RE A MUTE?




) ( GREET- ) ;
INGS. &, &

DIDN'T WATCH
THE MOVIE, IN
THE END.

HEY. YOU CAME
| SOONER THAN I
: EXPECTED.

\

CAN WATCH
SOMETHING,
THEN.

THE MEETING
WITH THE CABA-
LIETE?

!"" 1Y I DoN'T

[N HAVE ENERGY

ELBE.
¢ b
N M)

e -

WHAT DO <

| YOuU TalLk IN !
THERET -
r-. *’
SEVERAL THINGS. ;
MISSION BRIEFINGS /

AND ASSIGNMENTS,
SHARING INFORMATION |-
FROM OUR RESPECTIVE
5PIES... WE VOTE ON
PLANS OF ACTION.

IF You CAN
SPEAK ABOUT
IT, OF COURSE.

YOoU VOTE TOO?T
I MEAN, T THOUGHT
THE ONES WITH THE
TITLE OF 4PHERES
RULED OVER YOU,
NO7

YES. THE
&PHERES OF THE
KABBALAH TREE
ARE THE CHIEFS, BUT
WE ARCANA ALSO
VOTE; IT'S JUST THAT
THEIR VOTES COUNT
MORE.

YOU ASSIGNED
SOMETHING WE
CAN HELP YOoUu

YOU KNOW, WE
OWE YOU FOR THE
ACCOMMODATION,
RIGHT? IF WE CAN

NO, ALLS

ISN'T LIFE
BETTER WHEN
EVERYTHING |1&
QUIET LIKE

HMM. YOU REALLY
ARE TIRED, HUH.




DI YOou KNOwW
THAT SOME ASSHOLE
HAS BEEN FOLLOWING
THE SHADOWGENES?

GUESS THEY
WANTED THEM FOR THE
EBT RANSOM. OR THE
ORGANS. WHO KNOWS. CAN
YOuU BELIEVE IT?

ESLEX BEAT THE SHIT
OUT OF THEM. THE
SMUGGLERS, I MEAN.
THEY PESERVE IT.

BUT I WILL INVESTI-
GATE IT. T'LL PERSON-
ALLY LOOK FOR THE
HEARTLESS BASTARD

WHO WANTED TO...

WwHo ToLP
You THAT?
= :
N
' a

OH, SOME GIRL. SHE &AYS
THAT MANY PEOPLE Saw
THEM BEING FOLLOWED...

-.I'LL LOOK
INTO IT.

NO, I'LL PO IT. MY
RESPONSIBILITY.

HEY, IT'M
THINKING...

MAYBE IF YOouU
TREAT ME HARD I'D
WAKE UR




...TO BE CONTINUED

4EE YOU IN ABOUT 40O DAYS (IDEALLY; SOME
ISSUES 1TSS 50 OR; UHM, MORE):-WE-KEEP THE
RELEASE DATE UPDATED ON THE FACEBOOK FIXED
POA4T. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN SUPPORTING US &0
WE CAN GET IS4SUES OUT FASTER AND GET PRAW-
INGS/SIKETCHES OF FUTURE IS4UES, EARLY
ACCESS TO A WORK-IN-PROGRESS VERSION OF
THE NEXT ISSUE, OR VIPEOS SHOWING HOW. WE
DRAW A PAGE, PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING US
THROUGH PATREON AT THE $2 LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE GET ENOUGH HELP, WE MAY BE ABLE TO
MAKE UPSURGE A MONTHLY SERIES. THANKS!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

OUR INSTAGRAM -> INSTAGRAM.COM/UP-
SURGEComMIC

THE PLACE FORMERLY KNOWN AS TWITTER =>
X.COM/SIMONOGATARI
X.COM/ATANASUM/



