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YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN THE
BANKING SECTOR...
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I MEAN, SOMEONE WITH THAT MANY

N T

...I GUESS T
WISHED FOR
A LITTLE
SILENCE...

U OB %’ .

.-.WOULD USUALLY REFUSE
TO EXCHANGE EVEN A COUPLE
OF WORDS WITH US.

"..WANTED THE
WORLD TO &TOP
SCREAMING".

\ YOoU SEEN

THATZ!
v 8.

-

HAVE YOU SEEN
THE POWER I'VE

\‘\f“AINED?!

IS5 WHAT I
MEANT!
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...AND I CAN
—1 BARELY CONTROL
THESE LARGE

WATCH OUT, ESSEX.
T JUST LEARNED HOW
TO FORM SHAPES WITH
THIS... THING...




*SMOWFLAKE WAS AN ALBINO GORILLA THAT LIVED MOLST OF HIS LIF
AT BARCELONA Z00, HE WAS THE CITY'S MASCOT. IN THE WORLD OF
UPSURGE HE'S 4TILL ALIVE, AS YOU SEE.

HIDDEN BETWEEN
CARGO".

" AND HERE I WAS

THINKING SNOWFLAKE*

ALREADY DIED OF OLD
AGE. HE'S LOOKING
HEALTHY, I&N'T HE?

ONLY THE RUSS&IAN
MOBE WOULD THINK OF
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF

THE CHAOS AT THE ZOO

TO KIDNAP HIM.

I CAN CALL
SOME ORGANIZATIONS
THAT CAN RELEASE
HIM SAFELY INTO

THE WILD.

ARE
YOouU KID-
DING?
TOO MUCH
TROUBLE.

7
PLUS, HE'S OLD AND HABI-
TUATED TO LIVE IN THE ZOO.
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YEAH, AND HAVING A
PHOTO OF HIS RESCUE
TO GET PUBLICITY...

---DOESN'T
HAVE ANY
BEARING ON
THE MATTER,
RIGHT?

THAT'S ALL
YOU'RE WOR-
RIED ABOUT?

SEEING HOW
YOU'VE FOUGHT,
I WOULD WORRY
ABOUT OTHER

THINGS

YOU MEAN THE
SECONP DOOR?
I TOLD YA AlL-
READY...

| “...NOR CLOSED. |
| THE RITUAL 15 |

NOT FINISHED,

| THaTe ALY S

== S ol -

: ) _
| "I WeENT BACHW
| THERE. THE DOOR
{
f

WAS NEITHER
OPEN..."
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“THAT'S
ALLZ"

ALLY.

ANYWAY.
ADAM, TAKE
A PICTURE
OF Us&!

oBVIoUS. A
PHOTO FOR THE
MEDIA? YOU'RE
OUT, NO QUES-
TION ABOUT IT.

THE FEWER
PEOPLE WHO
SEE YOU, THE
BETTER.




THE FUCK'S
JACOB DOING
LIVING WITH
THAT BOY?

YOU NEED A
DICK TO BE
GAY, RIGHT?

YOU THINK
HE'S GAY?

T DON'T THINK |
JACOR HAS A
DICK.

HAHA... WELL,
HE COULD BE ON
THE RECEIVING

NO, HIS& ‘
ALEHOLE'S ALL
BRICKED UP. HE'S
TOO TIGHT-ASSED
TO DEFECATE LIKE
THE REST OF US
MORTALS.

......
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WHAT THE FUC
ARE WE DOING
HERE, CARLOS?
JACOB DOESN'T

} DO SHIT.

¥ ...AFTER THE
THING WITH

DID NOTHING,
| RIGHT? TOO [+
iy, MUCH PRIDE. [/

...HE COULD'VE
DESTROYED OUR
CAREERS IF HE

WANTED... My’ O e
i \=

REMEMBER WHAT
ESSEX 5AID7
YHEREMITES".

NO. THESE
THREE, THEIR
AGENCY... THERE
MAY BE SOMETHING
USEFUL HERE.

BEEN... ASKING.
IN PLACES, YOU
KNOW.

LISTEN.

-




LET'S SAY THEY
ARE LIKE A...
QECRET GROUFP.

ANYTHING
f ELSE YOU WANT
TO ADPD7? HOW 7
wouLP You
&UM UP YOUR
JOURNEY?

h

I GUESS

) THAT THEY
ARE LIKE... LIKE
MASONS.

WORKING
IN BANKS
DURING THE
ECONOMIC
CRASH, T

unm! You %

LOOK GREAT! S

KI&S GOODBYE TO ALL
YOUR PROBLEMS. YOU
AND YOUR WIFE COULD
MAHE ALL THE BABIES
YOU WANT.

» |=5
i
]

®7 \F WE GET TO
4 TOIN A THING
- LIKE THAT...

rm-nhuum.
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I GUESD
WE KNEW

"'.“\w

F2ss
L.

2 "'N-"" b THAT, THAT...
) THOSE WE-
REN'T COM-
"&UT YOU CAN'T PLETELY
TUST WALK IN LIKE LAFE OPERA- COMPETITION
“YOU COULD HAVE THAT, THEY SAY. , TIONS... THAT 1S GLOBAL
A BIG-ASS HOME THAT'S WHERE I'M &£0OME WOULD : AND PERPE- ...YOU Di&AP-
B cor vou AND el STUCK; YOU HAVE TO E; LoLE Aaney ] | ruaL, ane PEAR NG SIELL
YOUR FAMILIY...” g SVE THEM SOMES O-OR... B-BUT R AR YOU DON'T THEN, IN THE AC-
- ‘ YOU'RE NOT THEM, AH, NOT
o A ! ' ]
[ 7)., W ! LDON ey JUST BEHIND... EVERYTHING...
i L /
h ™ L)
d o ::
Ll "é ’ l\
"GIVE THEM '-" 6

s T, Rusr-
WORTHY

A PRESENT". -’

< (P
a
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WHAT
WAS THAT
SHIT
INTER-
VIEW?

You
ARE NoOT
TRUST-
WORTHY!

=\.

— W

WHY
DION'T 9,
YouU TELL

THAT'S NOT...
L WOoULD BE
DEAD IN TWO SE-
CONDS, IF T 8AY

NAL TW...

THAT ON NATIO-

ALSO, WHAT
DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT WHAT I
KNOW?

"I KNOW YOUR WIFE
HAS FANTASIES
\  ABOUT MIGUEL

S&HE PICTURES HER-
L4ELF IN A PIRATE

WHAT DOES
IT MATTERT?T

CHRISTMAS AND
YOoU GIVE ME A
CUTE WITCH? YOU
DON'T KNOW YOUR

IT'e& ALMOST
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OOH, YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT
THOSE 5KIMPY
COLTUMES...

/ AND THE WITCH  ~X4
HAS A SHORT DRESS, THE BROOM-
&TICK BETWEEN HER LEGS...! T
THINK YOU'RE A LITTLE OBSESSED!

v A VA VA VA VA VA\VANV

STUPID HAND!
WHAT NOW?T
EVERY TIME WE
GO NEAR A CELL
&' CWER, YOU START

| To SHOUT.

WELL, YoU
COULD'VE AT
LEAST GIVEN ME
A SANTA'S CUTE
HELPER...

WHAT IF T MEET
YOoUu HALFWAY AND
GET YOU A CUTE
SANTA'S HELPER

COSTUME FOR
\ CHRISTMAS?

I DON'T KNOW..
YOU'RE SEEING WHAT YOU WANT
TO &EE, BUT WHATEVER...

. I THINK




ANYWAYS.
WHAT WERE
WE TA...7

%"Iam

‘[; , "!;}'

. GROO/

FUCK! WHAT ARE
YouU TRYING TO
TELL ME? SPEAK
OR SHUT YOUR
YAF, BUT DON’'T
LEAVE IT
HALFWAY/

HEY

NURIA, HOW
ABOUT

70 SOME
DETECTIVE
WORK?

THERE'S A LOT
OF, UH, CRAZIES
WORRIED ABOUT
WIFI AND CELL
TOWERS AND &TUFF |
COMING TO THE
OFFICE...

HAVE NEW
AGE LOONIES
CALLING
you?

¢ WELL, WE
MARKET OUR-
SELVES AS
"MAGES", YOU
CAN IMAGINE...

THING 15,
WHERE I WORKED
BEFORE, THEY HAD A
ROOM THAT REGU-
LATED THOSE CELL
TOWERS... IT KIND
OF MAKES ME
CURIOUS...

TO &NOOP
AROUND?

YOU WAIT-

| (NG FOR?
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...SOFT FIRST TO
ADAPT TO THE
BOLT, THEN SOLID...

il - 23 - ADAM, You

it i S IBE o \.-§ = : ANYMORE.... IT%
OUNVE | 8 - g e /" i _ DANGER-

CHANGED. y | M- . N ' f B /N . ' ous.

KEEPING
A SET OF

S

I [ ) J - - ' > GOT A COPDE
i " —ap>, \ 5 T s, , RED IN THE
e . ) ) NEURAL NET-

TAKE A
LOOK.

. - . A -
o C I -
v JWE NS v 5o
WAIT A ,,\' ¥
QECOND; -'-‘,’ . i = )
LET ME A -

.--L DIDN'T
GO IN, USUAL-
LY. IT wWas
RUN BY AN-
OTHER COM-~




¥ BARCELO-
NA? GRK.

QUESTION:
WHAT'S
HAPPENING
IN THAT CITY
IN RECENT
MONTHS?

THAT
THING'S

CONNECTED
TO THE CELL
TOWERS?

SHOULD WE
INITIATE THE
DEFENSE PRO-
TOoCOoL?

WHAT'S WITH
YOU? WHAT
ARE YOU

TRYING TO

OF IT .
MYSELF. k4




o A~ THE FucK’s
E Rl  HAPPENED
X HERE?

B80)Y, HoOwW
COULDN'T WE
&SEE IT?

HE'S THE GUY
WHO KILLED
ELIYA!

...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE 16 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING U& WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN IS5UE,
PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES, OR VIPEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE -CONSIDER SUPPORTING US THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 2% PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UPSURGE
INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!

LINIKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW &OME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



